
   

 

Host:  PSMC Board                      
Location:  River Rock Grill,        
Renton, WA                                  
Time: 11:45am-2:00pm  

We are back at the beautiful River 
Rock Grill in Renton.  The River Rock 
Grill features traditionally American 
offerings from sandwiches and salads 
to south of the border favorites like 
fish tacos and burritos. The restau-
rant is situated with nice views of the 
Maplewood Golf Course.  For this 
year’s Holiday luncheon, you will be 
ordering off the restaurant’s menu on 
a separate check basis.  You are en-
couraged to check out their menu on 
line to get an idea of their offerings. 

Following lunch, we will 
be recognizing club 
members who have 
contributed to the club 
by hosting drives, 
standing monthly din-
ner get togethers and 

other events throughout the 
year.  We’ll also take some time to 
recognize our PSMC Board mem-
bers.  We’ll also spend some time to 
highlight some of our upcoming  
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2024 rides and events.  Finally, 
we’ll cap off the event with a raffle, 
featuring many great prizes!  Please 
sign up early if you plan to attend 
so we can have an accurate count 
for the restaurant. 

The address for River Rock        
Restaurant in Renton is: 

4050 Maple Valley Highway 

Renton, WA  98058 

(425)430-0311 

The link is:  https://
pugetsoundmiataclub.org/
PSMCeventCalendar 

Puget Sound Miata Club Holiday Luncheon  

December 2, 2023 @ 11:45am 
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During my early morning 
walk a few weeks ago I 
felt the hint of Fall as 
summer fades and soon 
the dreaded task of blow-
ing, raking, and picking up 
seemingly unending piles 
of leaves will soon be upon 
me. No longer can I auto-
matically don shorts and 
leave behind the jacket as 
an ever-increasing cool-
ness has replaced the 
balmy summer breezes. 
Then again, like most 
things in life, changes oc-
cur throughout our days 
on earth and Bob Dylan 
epitomized this in his 
song, “The Times They Are 
A-Changing”. Our Puget 
Sound Miata Club, and the 
car it represents, is no ex-
ception to this phenome-
non. Like the car itself we 
have seen our club evolve 
as some of the newness 

has diminished and is re-
placed with a rich follow-
ing of like-minded folks 
who know its history and 
who enjoy the original 
spirit of the car and the 
fellowship it inspires.           

My, what a summer in-
deed! By and large, our 
summer weather couldn’t 

have been more optimum, 
with bright and sunny 
days, with temps largely 
in the 70’s and 80’s. The 
month of June brought us 
Bill Bell’s Miata Island 
Hopping Drive. I led the 
short, but sweet, Summer 
Splendor Drive, and Bill 
Bell gave us a new drive 
called the Three Rivers 
Drive. Ingvar Carlson once 
again brought us the Miata 
Fly-In Event and Dee and 
Duncan provided their one 
day Two Lanes to Oregon 
Drive which meets up with 
the massive Explore Ore-
gon Event. August was 
ushered in by our largest 
yearly event, The North-
west Gathering of Miata’s, 
which featured a car show 
& trophies, lunch, and a 
robust prize raffle. Other 
events in August included 
Olympic Drive Northwest 

and Whatcom & Skagit 
Counties Select Tour. Sep-
tember brought us to our 
recurring social event 
known as First Tuesday 
which was held outdoors 
at Burger Master in 
Bothell.  Rich Sawyer pro-
vided a new drive, the Lit-
tle Mountain Drive, and    

Continued on Page 7: 
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Coop’s Miata  

20929 Southeast 232
nd

 Street 

Maple Valley, WA 98038 

Phone: (425) 432-9666 

Email: wcoopster@comcast.net 

www.coopsmiata.com 

10% Labor  

Discount 

for PSMC           

Members! 

FULL TUNEUP  

SPECIAL 

Includes Premium                                 

Replacement Parts & Labor 

$895  

o Timing belt 

o Front crank seal 

o Cam seals 

o Air filter 

o Oil filter 

o Fuel filter 

o Differential oil change 

o Transmission oil 

change 

o Engine oil change 

o Brake fluid replace-

ment 

o Clutch fluid replace-

ment 

o Coolant change 

o Spark plug replace-

ment   

o  

o  

Additional Specials          

Available.  See our      

website for details. 
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Host:  Ross Scott                     
Location:  Monroe Plaza across 
from Monroe Chevron on      
19829 Highway 2, Monroe, WA 
98272       

Join me for a great, colorful drive as 
we explore some interesting back 
roads in the north end of the Puget 
Sound and, hopefully see some 
beautiful autumn leaves.  

A somewhat different route than the 
"Drive To Lunch" with the same 
destination, this is a leisurely mean-
dering 50-mile drive along scenic 
back roads to lunch at the famous 
Rhodes River Ranch, located just 
outside of Oso, WA. It is on the sec-
ond floor of a horse arena, with a 
glass wall for a view of the horse 
venue.There is no special event 
scheduled for this day, but people 
can be observed working their hors-
es from time to time.     

The lunch menu is quite extensive 
and is moderately priced.  There are 
gluten-free items on request. 

From here, everyone can make 
their way home through Arlington to 
Highway 9, and from there, connect 
to I-5 if desired. Of course one can 
always trace the route in reverse, or 
get lost on the maze of parallel 
roads on return.    

We will meet up at 9:30 AM in the 
Monroe Plaza parking lot across 
from the Monroe Chevron on High-
way 2 at the east end of Monroe. 
Driver’s meeting will be at 9:45 for 
a 10 a.m. commencement of activi-
ties. 

Monroe Plaza, 19829 US 2, 

Monroe, WA 98272 

And end up at: 

Rhodes River Ranch 

22016 Entsminger Rd 

Arlington, WA 98223 

(360) 474-8313 

This will be about a two-hour drive 
with one rest stop for the weary. 

DIRECTIONS FROM I-5: 

Take Highway 2 exit east in Ever-
ett.  About 40 miles from the exit. 

HIGHWAY 522:    

Drive north on Highway 522 to the 
end in Monroe and take Highway 2 
east. 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

Leaves To Lunch             
October 21, 2023 @ 9:30am 
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The “Explore Oregon” weekend 
meet is put on every year by 
Willamette Valley Miata Club  
(http://www.oregonmx5.com)  and 
each time it moves to a different 
destination in that state, drawing 
80+ cars.  Cruise in Thursday, wel-
come party that night, go on scenic 
drives etc. Friday and Saturday, big 
banquet Saturday night, go home 
Sunday. This year’s meet was at the 

mega Mount Hood Resort in the vil-
lage of Welches, at the SW corner 

of Mt. Hood. 

We hosted the traditional “Two 
Lanes To Oregon” run to get local 
club members from Puget Sound ar-
ea to the meet via back roads, 
avoiding freeways.  The drive start-
ed in Enumclaw to be at the outside 
edge of our local Urban Sprawl, but 
that meant everyone had to get 

*through* the sprawl at AM drive 

time to be there. Ugh. Thence over 
Chinook Pass (5432 feet) to Yakima, 
had lunch at the classic Miner’s 
Drive In, over Konnowac Pass Rd., 
then down US 97 past Hood River, 
with a pit stop at the yummy St. 
John’s bakery (at a Greek orthodox 
monastery) for mid-afternoon des-
sert, 291 miles to the resort en-
trance. 

Friday we went on the lavender and 
wine run, about 125 miles.  Others 
opted for a drive to Oregon Race-
way Park, a private no-spectators 
road-racing course, where they 
could take supervised familiarization 
laps en masse, not getting quite to 
racing speeds.  We had done that at 
a previous meet.  So our group 
wandered the best little “sports mo-
toring” roads through a lavender 
farm and 4 wineries all along the 
Hood River Fruit Loop of agribusi-
ness (they actually call it that, as a 
scenic drive for tourists.)  Lunch 

was at Hood Crest Winery & Distill-
ery. That meant we could have our 
favorite mushroom/herb/multi-
cheese pizza there, all accompanied 
by the unique "Mr. Gray,” their barn 
cat who greets everybody.   

Saturday our drive was the Clacka-
mas River Run, again into the deep 
woods where normal people were 

Continued on Page 6: 

WVMC “EXPLORE OREGON” REVISITED 
By Dee & Duncan 

(in her 2019 orange “Zatarah”) 
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Host: Rich Sawyer                      
Location:  Arlington Safeway, 
20500 Olympic Pl, Arlington, WA 
98223         

Join me for an October drive 
through the woods to Concrete 

where we will park downtown for a 
restroom break, downtown Con-
crete was used in the movie "this 
boys life" starring Leonardo Di-
Caprio and Robert DeNro. We will 
continue to Sedro Wooley where we 
will stop at abandoned Northern 
State Hospital (supposedly haunt-
ed) and get some pictures of our 
cars in front of the old buildings. 
Should be lots of trees with chang-
ing leaves and views of the river 
along the way. 

At the conclusion of our drive, we 
will head back towards Arlington on 
Highway 9 and have some lunch at 
Hubb’s Pizza & Pasta in Arlington. 
There is easy access back to I-5 
from Hubb’s. 

We will meet at the Arlington Safe-
way, 20500 Olympic Pl, Arlington, 
WA 98223, at 9:30am and have a 
quick drivers meeting at 9:50, plan 
on starting the drive at 10:00. Plan 
on three to four hours for the event. 

 

 

 

Continued from Page 5: 

camping, not driving.  Oregon 
paves their forestry roads!  All sorts 
of rewarding new places to drive if 
someone explores them well, and 
we love the fresh mountain air.  

Alas, being out in the woods means 
No Rest Rooms.  Plan ahead.  Closer 
to civilization (almost to Portland) 
toward the end of that run we en-
countered hundreds of bicycles on 
our chosen little back road, but they 
were all going the other direction so 
no bother for us.  Much waving!  
Maybe it’s some common feeling 
because we roadsterpersons are out 
in the air like bicyclists.  That night 
it was the Official Banquet With Raf-
fle where we never win anything. 

Explore Oregon replays the atmos-
phere of classic sports car meets of 
the 1950s like a Watkins Glen race 
weekend, plus it is also a motorized 
“Third Place” social gathering, which 
everybody enjoys.  For 2024 Ex-
plore Oregon moves to Tillamook.  
Watch for online announcements 
and mark your calendars.  

Haunted Halloween 
Drive   

October 28, 2023                   
@ 9:30am 

WVMC “EXPLORE  
OREGON” REVISITED 

By Dee & Duncan 
(in her 2019 orange 

“Zatarah”) 

First Tuesday North-End     
Cruise-In Social,                                   

November 7, 2023 @ 5:30pm 
The Rock - Wood Fired Pizza, 

Bothell, 1918 201st PL SE, 
Bothell, WA  
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Continued from Page 2 

Jim Alexander reprised his wonder-

ful Kruze Kitsap Drive which I at-

tended and must admit I saw areas 

of the Sound I never knew existed!    

I extend a special shout out to Bill 

Bell for reviving our participation in 

parades which provides a great ser-

vice to these events and provides us 

with additional positive exposure. 

Again, I would encourage members 

to sponsor new drives as this is how 

the club continues to exist. Remem-

ber too, there are plenty of sea-

soned members who would be 

pleased to help! Your PSMC Board 

met via Zoom this past Friday, Sep-

tember 29th, to conduct our 4th 

Quarter PSMC Board Meeting. We 

had a full agenda which includes re-

curring topics such as our club fi-

nances, social media & communica-

tions, and new business. 

Your Puget Sound Miata Club contin-

ues to remain solvent and financially 

stable. Last Quarter we discussed 

our new hat and logo initiative which 

resulted in the club selling all but 

three of the original thirty-four hats 

ordered! Bill Snowden, along with 

his lovely and talented daughter, 

were recognized for their efforts in 

pulling this project together. We also 

discussed our upcoming PSMC Holi-

day Party which will be at our re-

turning venue, River Rock Grill in 

Renton. 

That’s about it from me for now. 

Continue to enjoy the rides and 

events as the season continues to 

unfold. In the meantime, keep on 

“zoom-zoom’in”! 

Tom 

 

 

 

President’s  
Message  

First Tuesday North-End     
Cruise-In Social,                                   

December 5, 2023 @ 5:30pm 
Midori Teriyaki, 1912 201st 

Pl SE, Bothell, WA  

Location: Sonoma  
Raceway, Sonoma, CA 

Date:  October 20-22, 2023 
Starts:  October 20, 2023  

at 3pm 
The 2023 Miata Reunion is  

returning to California! 

General Admission is $25.00.  
Additional information 

at:  https://miatareunion.com/  

https://miatareunion.com/
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Whatcom and Skagit Counties Select Tour 
August 19, 2023  
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 2023 Puget Sound Miata Club 
Parade Pictures  
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way back in 2001. About 15 PSMC 
Miatas met in Kent, then cut across 
to Lincoln City, Oregon, the coast 
101 and way to the Monterey Penin-
sula. The car count expanded and 
contracted along the way as 
“civilian” Miatas would tag along 
with our group for a while. Every-
body knows the winding Highway 1 
is seriously narrow and we appreci-
ated the petite size of a Miata when 
we had to squeeze between whale 
migrations of oncoming giant RVs 
while overtaking bicyclists in our 
own lane. Our little roadsters did a 
very special morning zooming San 
Francisco. Crossing the Golden Gate 
Bridge the lead car paid the toll for 
the rest of the pack of Miatas, and 
then we plunged down into the Pre-
sidio, starting a mid-morning city 
drive laid out by one tour member 
who was a native of The City. Our 

formation cruised past the photo-
scenic row of “painted la-
dies” (Victorian Houses), we sla-
lomed down Lombard Street (the 
world’s crookedest street) and we 
hill-climbed to the top of Twin 
Peaks. There we all tried their new 
Power Porta Potties, high tech out-
houses which pressure-wash them-
selves after every user. Our lap of 

San Francisco was a Miata-size ver-
sion of the chase in the “Bullitt” 
movie. Today some local do-gooder 
would probably Notify The Local Au-
thorities to spoil the fun. 

 

Once we got established in Monte-

rey our group did everything those 

endless mega-motor-events had to 

offer, from zooming the very tech-

nical Laureles Grade Road to the 

Pebble Beach Concours d’ Elegance 

to Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca to a 

Mazda-sponsored dinner featuring 

the great Paul Frere (1960 LeMans 

winning driver, European editor of 

Road & Track, and advisor to Mazda 

racing.) There is amazing camara-

derie across the sports car hobby 

and here are examples. PSMC Miat-

as all motored out to Quail Lodge in 

Carmel Valley to attend the Con-

corso Italiano, a show of exotic Ital-

ian cars that had Ferraris parked 

four abreast the whole length of a 

Par-5 golf fairway. Local marque 

clubs also had reserved parking in 

the spectator areas for their own fa-

vorite brand of sports cars, and at 

the other extreme from the Ferrari 

Fairway our Miatas had just as 

much fun as the high dollar brands. 

Next day out on the Pebble Beach 

show lawn we spotted a 1930s His-

pano-Suiza giant luxury touring car. 

It had a flying stork for a radiator 

ornament and in some kind of a gag 

this one’s beak held a miniature di-

aper containing a baby “Hot 

Wheels” Ferrari model. We chatted 

with the owner and he explained 

the stork was delivering the next 

generation of classic car restorers. 

Later we discovered he was Jacques 

Harguindeguy and he had won Best 

Of Show the previous year. Thus he 

could get away that stunt and he 

had no problem talking with us 

Olympic Drive Northwest 
August 12, 2023 
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Miata Three  
Rivers Drive  
July 22, 2023 

Olympic Drive  
Northwest 
Continued  
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Little Mountain Drive  
September 23, 2023 
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Little Mountain Drive  
Continued 
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Kruze Kitsap 
September 16, 2023 
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Kruze Kitsap  
Continued 
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Kruze Kitsap 
Continued 
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Upcoming Events — Something for Everyone! 

(The year at a glance — check the website or future Sounders for updates) 

                       

Oct: Oct 20 Miata Reunion, Sonoma, CA 

Oct 21 Leaves To Lunch 

Oct 28 Haunted Halloween Drive                                                                                   

Nov: Nov 07 First Tuesday North-End Cruise-In Social                                               

Dec: Dec 02 PSMC Holiday Luncheon 

Dec 05 First Tuesday North-End Cruise-In Social                                                  

Jan 2024: Jan 2 First Tuesday North-End Cruise-In Social                                            

Jan 05 PSMC Business Meeting and Calendar Discussion                                          

Jan 18 Third Thursday-Coastal Cruise-In Social                                                                           

Feb: Feb 06 First Tuesday North-End Cruise-In Social                                              

Feb 10 Mud Run-TBD                                                                                         

Feb 15 Third Thursday-Coastal Cruise-In Social                                                                                  

Mar: Mar 05 First Tuesday North-End Cruise-In Social                                         

Mar 21 Third Thursday-Coastal Cruise-In Social                                                                                  

                       Miata Helpful Link:  https://www.miata.net// 

 

                      

 

 

Puget Sound Miata Club website link:  

http://www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org/  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=arrow+signs&view=detailv2&&id=B9915B746CC568F9A0ED0492C819EACBDFFA658F&selectedIndex=20&ccid=j0fmoqnY&simid=608008585057929757&thid=OIP.M8f47e6a2a9d8c593c7bf5368120936b5H0
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MEMBERSHIP 

OFFICERS - 

President:                                               Tom Millar 

 president@pugetsoundmiataclub.org 

Vice President:                                       Ross Scott

 viceprez@pugetsoundmiataclub.org 

Past President                                        Ross Scott                                                                   

                                                  pastprez@pugetsoundmiataclub.org 

Secretary:  Tom Millar 

 secretary@pugetsoundmiataclub.org 

TREASURER:  SEAN MCGRIFF 

 treasurer@pugetsoundmiataclub.org 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE -   

BILL COOPER, JIM ALEXANDER, BILL SNOWDEN, DON 

HUTCHINS, AND BILL BELL 

APPOINTED POSITIONS - 

WEBMINION:  SEAN MCGRIFF 

EVENTS CALENDAR/ASST. WEBMASTER:  ROSS SCOTT 

MEMBERSHIP:  JIM ALEXANDER 

 membership@pugetsoundmiataclub.org 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: BILL BELL

 editor@pugetsoundmiataclub.org 

PARADE COORDINATOR:                               BILL BELL  

The club operates as a non-profit organization and 

relies primarily on volunteer services. However, 

sponsorship of events, the publication and mailing of 

the newsletter, and operating supplies constitute a 

financial burden that must be met by the  

membership. The Sounder is emailed as a PDF Link. 

Make your Miata experience more enjoyable and join 

the club and participate. To keep the club meaningful 

and solvent, we need your support!   

Club membership is available by going to our  

website at www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org or by 

sending your name, address, email, and a check for 

$35 (annual chapter dues).  Puget Sound Miata 

Club                                  Sean McGriff 

                                         222 Wells Ave N 

                                         Renton, WA 98057 

Pictures From 
The Past 

 

 

mailto:editorcharlotte@gmail.com
mailto:editorcharlotte@gmail.com
mailto:editorcharlotte@gmail.com
mailto:editorcharlotte@gmail.com
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Thanks to the following Miata deal-
ers and businesses who provide 
PSMC member discounts(simply 
show your PSMC Card): 
Coop’s Miata of Maple Valley (425) 432-9666 

Doug’s Lynnwood Mazda  (425) 774-3551 

Mazda of Everett (425) 353-3403 

Miata Top Bob’s, (206) 782-8081 

 

 Puget sound Miata Club 

 

 

If you would like to contribute an article or you took 

photos of an event you’d like to share, remember 

these guidelines: 

 Send 3-5 of your best photos, not 20-30. 

 Send us your JPEGS since we need to Pho-

toshop them anyway. 

 When sending news items, use one space at the 

end of sentences, not two. It saves space in the 

publication. 

 Send all written materials in Arial and as attach-

ments, i.e. word doc or docx or file text. 

 The deadline is the 15th of the next month. 

Please observe it! 

 

Pictures courtesy of Ross Scott, Don Hutchins, Jim 

Alexander, Duncan Johnson, and Bill Bell. 


