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1st Quarter PSMC
Board Meeting

The Valentine Day Park And Sip
Tour Saturday, February 11, 2017
On Saturday, February 11th, get set for our excursion to the Woodinville Wineries! This popular
event does not require any special driving
skills. However, it does require a discerning nose,
some cash and/or credit cards. Since the event
coincides with Valentine’s Day you husbands,
wives or significant others can make up for lost
ground by bringing your cherished one to the romantic world of wines, promising your valentine
that you will be stocking up for the upcoming getaway you are planning! A good story anyway and
who knows, it might just work and you’ll be in
good graces once again!

By Ross Scott
Puget Sound Miata Club’s first quarter board
meeting took place on January 21st at Lee
Johnson’s Mazda in Kirkland. Charlotte Fellers
brought Santa Ferguson Chicken Stew, a delicious variation on Chili without chili. Absolutely
delicious! This is what you are missing out on
by not coming to these meetings. Of course all
you are welcome to attend any club meeting or
function, have a bite and put in your two cents
worth!

In addition to the business the board conducts
each quarter, “final” touches were applied to
We will begin our journey at 11:30 a.m., with
lunch, at Davenport Cellars in the warehouse wine the Event Calendar. I say, “final”, because we
district in Woodinville. The address for Davenport can always add events throughout the year, but
for planning purposes it is always good to get
Cellars is 19495 144th Ave. NE, Suite A-160,
things settled early so everyone else can plan
Woodinville, WA 98072, 425-457-4957.
their schedule. Check out the Event Calendar,
as it is being updated by Charlotte Fellers, Past
One of the things that make this a successful
President and Membership Committee Chair.
event is that we begin with a full stomach! Once
you finish lunch, you may want to browse the
Continued on Page 2
“warehouse” district of Woodinville Wineries
(Davenport Cellars is in the Warehouse District so
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Park close to Davenport Cellars (look for other Miatas so we can show off our cars in a row). Most of
these wineries have tasting fees and often times
these fees are waived when a wine purchase is
made. Continued on Page 2
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PSMC Board Of Directors
Welcomes New Members!

Continued from Page 1:

By Ross Scott

It looks like a lot of good things are
going to happen this year as far as
activities go, and more are being
discussed. If you have an idea for
a drive or other Miata Club event,
let someone on the board know
and we will see that it happens.
Better yet, come to a board meeting and introduce your proposal
yourself and maybe volunteer at
the same time!
Speaking of volunteering, the
board welcomes two new members! Ingvar Carlson and Vem Aaro have been welcomed as new
members of the board. We are
looking forward to their input and
enthusiasm!

Puget Sound Miata Club’s Board
of Directors welcomes two new
members! Ingvar Carlson and
Vem Aaro were inducted into the
BOD of PSMC in the last two
board meetings. We thank Ingvar
and Vem for recognizing a need
for more input to further the goals
of the club. They will be, and have
been, taking part in planning and
decision making to bring this club

Go Miata

Picture: Vem Aaro
into the future. It would be good
for the club and a lot of fun if you,
The Valentine’s Day Park
as a member enjoying benefits,
and Sip Tour
would volunteer in some capacity
to help the club accomplish its
goals of having a good time with
Continued from Page 1
our cars. For example, if you like
to keep your fingers on the pulse
Some of us may also wish do
of things, there is an upcoming
some more exploring, heading
opening on the Membership Comover to such lovely wineries like
Dusted Valley Vintners.The choice mittee! We have a big enough
is yours and we aim to please with pool of members that I know there
is someone out there who would
providing you the freedom to explore these Woodinville treasures love to do this!
on your own terms! See you on
Step Up Now!
the 11th!
First Tuesday Cruise-In So- Third Thursday Cruise-In
cial is February 7, 2017 at Social is February 16, 2017
Canyon’s Restaurant in
at The Dog and Pony AleBothell, WA Hosted by Ross house in Renton, WA HostScott
ed by Pam and
Sean
McGriff.

Upcoming Events — Something for Everyone!
(The year at a glance — check website or future Sounders for updates)
February: Feb 07 First Tuesday Cruise-In Social
Feb 11 Valentine’s Day Park and Sip Tour
Feb 16 Third Thursday Cruise-In Social
March: Mar 07 First Tuesday Cruise-In Social
Mar 16 Third Thursday Cruise-In Social
April: Apr 04 First Tuesday Cruise-In Social
Apr 8 Paccar Vehicle Testing Lab
Apr 15 PSMC Second Quarter Board Meeting
Apr 20 Third Thursday Cruise-In Social
Apr 22 MG Car Club 36th Annual Tulip Rallye
May: May 02 First Tuesday North-End Cruise-In Social
May 06 Drive to Lunch
May 13 Detailin' Day and Show N Shine
May 13 Viking Fest Parade
May 21 New Member Welcome June
June: Jun 03 PSMC Board Meeting
Jun 06 First Tuesday North-End Cruise-In Social
Jun 24 Fathoms O' Fun Parade
Jun 30 29th ANNUAL PACIFIC NORTHWEST HISTORICS CAR CORRAL
July: Jul 04 Kingston 4th Of July Parade
Jul 08 Whistlin' Jack's Run
Jul 13 Expore Oregon (hosted by Willamette Valley Miata Club
Jul 22 Hurricane Ridge Run
Jul 29 Silverdale Whaling Days Parade
Events will be added when they are scheduled.

Miata Helpful Links
Miata Garage: http://www.miata.net
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Ruminations of a Miata Driver
By Ross Scott
Driving the Sweet Sixteen
By Ross Scott
On October 28, 2016, Mazda staged a “Miata
Driving Experience”, event at Pacific Raceways
in Kent. Quite a few people showed up in their
Miatas, but there were an equal number of nonMazdas in attendance. There was a slalom
course of cones and a skid pad to test the new
car’s abilities. I was at first disappointed because the test cars were beaters, but the track
cars were nice and the driver instructors were
friendly and did not mind one thrashing their
cars. I guess that was the point.
I have got to say the new Miata, or MX-5, is one
of the easiest cars I have ever driven! My present car took me longer than I would like to admit
to learn to drive in a smooth seamless manner. I
still screw up clutch action once in a while. Ok, a
lot. In this 2016 true red wonder, however, every
shift was smooth as butter and every corner, including hairpins, was like driving down the road
on a normal day, however, the car is muffled to
the point where one can barely hear the engine,
so an aftermarket muffler is probably mandatory.
One sits quite low in the cockpit, so high-speed
driving top-down results in very little buffeting.
Actually it is not that the seats are so low, but
that the top of the doors are high. This means no
elbow out the window without uncalled for pain,
unless you are a Sasquatch of course.

If I were to get a Miata for the Grand Tour of the
USA, I would certainly put this car at the top of
the list. It is smooth, quiet and corners like mad.
That can’t be all bad.
Good Job Mazda!

Drive to Lunch
By Ross Scott
Meet at Monroe Chevron at 9:30am
Join me for one of the first drives of the year as we
explore some interesting back roads in the north end
of the Puget Sound.
This is a straightforward 50 plus mile drive along scenic back roads, to lunch at the famous Rhodes River
Ranch, located just outside of Oso, WA. It is located
on the second floor of a horse arena, with a glass
wall for a view of the horses. There is no special
event scheduled for this day, but people can be observed working their horses from time to time.
There is a Senior Menu, $6.95 for a good-sized sandwich and fries. The excellent standard lunch menu is
in the $9-$12 range, including gluten-free items. This
is big-city food at country prices, folks.

From here, everyone can make their way home
through Arlington to Highway 9, and from there, connect to I-5 if desired. Of course one can always trace
I had attributed all of my newfound driving exper- the route in reverse, or take the alternate parallel
tise in this new car to my superior driving skill,
back roads per a supplied map.

naturally, until I read a Zoom Zoom Magazine
article that explained what some of the Sky Active features were all about. I had previously
thought this referred to the mechanical engineering of the car, but it also involves electrical engineering, in the form of computer assistance systems. It turns out, no pun intended, that superior
cornering can be tied to programming that assists the driver through this process through
throttle and brake adjustments, making him or
her into a superior driver. What an ego turbo
boost!
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We will meet up at 9:30 AM at the Monroe Chevron
on Highway 2 at the east end of Monroe. Driver’s
meeting will be at 9:45 for a 10 a.m. commencement
of activities.
Monroe Chevron
514 E Main St
Monroe, WA 98272

Continued on Page 7:

Great Northwest
Gathering
of Miatas
End-Of-The-Driving
Season Party
On November
5, 2016
InPictures
Pictures
Continued
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2016 Year in Pictures
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President’s Message

By Ross Scott
Season’s Greetings and a Happy New Year to everyone! I hope you all made it through the holidays relatively unscathed, all while having a good time. So here
we are, about to embark on a new year for the club with
some new drives and some golden oldies. Keep an
eye on the calendar as it is fleshed out for the year, and
for further additions as the year progresses. If you
think of a drive or activity that would be fun, send me
an email and we will see how we can get it to happen!

OFFICERS President:

Ross Scott
president@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

Vice President:

Acting Bill Bell
viceprez@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

Past President

Bill Bell
pastprez@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

What a great year 2016 was for top-down driving. For
a while I was not sure if the “regular” weather was coming back. Kind of like a new Hawaii in the Pacific
Northwest. On November 11, I had a totally pleasant
drive on my secret twenty-five mile test track in fiftyeight degree weather. Would summer never end?
That error of nature has been corrected, if only for now.
The very next day the weather turned to November-asusual, and has not looked back. Thanks El Nina!
So until things warm up, or until driving season starts,
try to stay warm and safe.
Drive that car!

Secretary:

Open
secretary@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

TREASURER:

SEAN MCGRIFF
treasurer@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE MIKE SPRINGER, TOM MILLAR, ALLEN OHLSEN,
INGVAR CARLSON, AND VEM AARO
APPOINTED POSITIONS WEBMINION:

SEAN MCGRIFF

ASSISTANT W EBMASTERS:

MINDY BOHNAS
CHARLOTTE FELLERS

MEMBERSHIP:

CHARLOTTE FELLERS
membership@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

Drive to Lunch

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

PARADE COORDINATOR:

Continued from Page 4:
And end up at: Rhodes River Ranch
22016 Entsminger Rd
Arlington, WA 98223
(360) 474-8313
This will be about a two-hour drive with a 15 minute rest
stop about halfway through.
Directions from I-5:
Take the highway 2 exit east in Everett. About 40 miles
from the exit.
Highway 522:
Drive north on Highway 522 to the end in Monroe and
take Highway 2 east.
Hope to see you there!
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BILL BELL
editor@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

MINDY BOHNAS

MEMBERSHIP
The club operates as a non-profit organization and
relies primarily on volunteer services. However,
sponsorship of events, the publication and mailing of
the newsletter, and operating supplies constitute a
financial burden that must be met by the
membership. The Sounder is emailed as a PDF Link
unless you opt for physical delivery. Make your
Miata experience more enjoyable and join the club
and participate. To keep the club meaningful and
solvent, we need your support!
Club membership is available by going to our
website at www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org or by
sending your name, address, email, and a check for
$30 (annual chapter dues) or $40 (dues plus
Sounder delivery via hardcopy). Puget Sound
Miata Club
c/o Charlotte Fellers
1800 4th Street NE
Auburn, WA 98002

Puget Sound Miata Club
c/o Lillian Springer
2214 South Melrose
Tacoma, WA 98405
If you would like to contribute an article or you took
photos of an event you’d like to share, remember
these guidelines:



Send 3-5 of your best photos, not 20-30.



Send us your JPEGS since we need to Photoshop them anyway.



Thanks to the following Miata dealers and businesses who provide
PSMC member discounts(simply
show your PSMC Card):
Coop’s Miata of Maple Valley (425) 432-9666

When sending news items, use one space at the
end of sentences, not two. It saves space in the
publication.

Doug’s Lynnwood Mazda (425) 774-3551



Send all written materials in Arial and as attachments, i.e. word doc or docx or file text.



Louie Orrino at South Tacoma Mazda (253)
722-2888 / Cost plus 20%

The deadline is the 15th of the next month.
Please observe it!

Mazda of Everett (425) 353-3403

Milam Mazda of Puyallup (253) 845-1766 /
University Mazda of Seattle (206) 634-1191
Miata Top Bob’s, (206) 782-8081
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