THE FIRST OFFICIAL UNITED STATES MIATA CLUB
April/May 2016

New Member Welcome
May 1, 2016
Azteca Mexican Restaurant

PSMC 2nd Quarter
Board Meeting
April 9, 2016

Are you new to the Puget Sound Miata Club and yet
to participate in a club event? Or perhaps you have
been a member for the last two or three years, wondering what else your club has to offer? Maybe
you’re a long time member looking to meet new
members, have fun and go for a great drive. Come
check it out; this event is for you.

Join your board of directors for our second board
meeting of 2016 and become a part of the action!

Some of the goals of the PSMC is to see you get the
most enjoyment from your Miata through club
events and activities with like-minded people.
Please join us at the Redmond Azteca for a social
time, no-host lunch, followed by a great drive on
some scenic and fun twisty roads. Some of your
PSMC Board Members will be on hand, looking forward to meeting you, explaining “How we do it” and
answering questions. We will give you a "swag" bag
just to give you a taste of the array of prizes you
can receive when you participate in events at the
PSMC.
This event is designed for the new member, but all
are encouraged to join in. Please plan to come to
this fun event and meet some terrific people that enjoy the Miata experience as much as you do.
The plan is to start at 11 a.m. with lunch, social time
and presentations. Lunch prices range from $7-$12
per person. At around 12:30 we will gather in the
parking lot for a “drivers' meeting” before heading off
for a one-hour adventure of fun roads. It should end
by 3 p.m. Please RSVP below so we (and the restaurant) can plan for you. Continued on Page 5:

At this meeting, we'll have an early lunch beginning at 11 a.m. and conduct a regular business
meeting with a review of the club treasury to follow. The place for this meeting is Milam Mazda in
Puyallup, 608 River Road, Puyallup, WA 98371.
The meeting will be held on the second floor of
the main building. While at the meeting, you can
get your Miata serviced by the professional staff
of Milam Mazda.
Planning will be for the upcoming Detailin' Day
will commence and we'll look ahead to summer
activities and any future events that need attention.
Hope you can attend and contribute your great
ideas & bring some great food!
Meet us at Milam's!
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Detailin' Day and Show N Shine

Hosted by Puget Sound Miata Club Board
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This is a perfect opportunity to get
your cars buffed and shined up,
ready for the summer driving weather that is (hopefully) just ahead.
We’ll commence the activities at 10
a.m. (not a minute before).
Lee Johnson Mazda in Kirkland has
offered their facilities to the club
again this year as hosts for the

Lunch will be provided by the board
in the form of homemade chili of
varying kinds (including a glutenfree option) and hot dogs provided
by the folks at Lee Johnson.
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Event Masters
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The SOUNDER is published several times a year (as close to the first
of the month as possible). Many
months are combined. The deadline for submissions is the 15th of
the month. All articles and ads are
due by then, so as to be included in
the following month’s publication.
Event Masters are encouraged to
get their event info to the editor as
soon as possible to ensure all
members can plan for the event.
Send your submissions to:
Miata Sounder
sounder@pugetsoundmiataclub.org
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The Chapter assumes no liability
for any information contained herein; or injury or damage resulting
from the use of this information.
The ideas, opinions, maintenance
or modification tips expressed are
to be used at the reader’s discretion. Individual contributors and/or
the editors express no approval,
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We do have a need for some additional volunteer buffers. We have a
contingent of buffers who have graciously agreed to do this job for
many years but for various reasons,
they are unable to contribute this
year. So now is the time for a new
generation of buffing experts to step
up to the challenge. You can contact
Tom Millar and he’ll line you up with
all the necessary tools and details to
be a buffing rock star.

event. Unfortunately, we will not be
able to use their washing facilities
this time. Please wash your Miata
before arriving so we can get right
to work on it!
Not only does the day provide all
club members the chance to vacuum
and buff their cars in preparation for
summer driving, it also gives the
folks at Lee Johnson some visibility
to potential Miata owners who may
want to consider owning one of
these fabulous cars.
You can show up at 10 a.m. with
your pre-washed Miata and start the
process with vacuuming your car.
After that, you can get in line for the
buffing station, and follow that with
a final coat of wax to bring your baby to it’s finest shine. All supplies
will be provided by the club and Griot’s Garage in Tacoma, another of
our sponsors for this event; all you
need to bring is some polishing
cloths for the final steps and your
own elbow grease.
As in the past, if a non-member
wants to detail a car, cost will be
$20 (or you can just join the club for
$30).

Once you finish detailing your car,
plan to stay on hand until around 2
p.m. for the show-and-shine at the
dealership. This is an essential component of our co-sponsorship with
the folks at Lee Johnson Mazda, so
don’t plan to cut and run as soon as

you finish up. The reward for hanging out will be a chance to win some
one-of-a-kind door prizes and perhaps a trophy for Best of Show.
Directions to Lee Johnson Mazda: From I-5, either direction take
the 85th St Exit to Kirkland/
Redmond. Lee Johnson is just off the
highway and just off the exit ramp
heading toward Redmond. If you
turn toward the water, you've chosen the wrong exit!

Upcoming Events — Something for Everyone!
(The year at a glance — check website or future Sounders for updates)
April
Apr 05 First Tuesday Cruise-In
Social
Apr 09 Quarterly board meeting
Apr 21 Third Thursday Cruise-In
Social
Apr 23 MG Car Club 35th Annual
Tulip Rallye

May
May 01
May 03
Social
May 14
Shine
May 14
May 19
Social
May 21

June
Jun 04
Jun 07
Social
Detailin' Day and Show N Jun 16
Social
Viking Fest Parade
Jun 25
Third Thursday Cruise-In
New Member Welcome
First Tuesday Cruise-In

PSMC Board Meeting
First Tuesday Cruise-In
Third Thursday Cruise-In
Fathoms O' Fun Parade

Drive to Lunch

July
Jul 02 28th ANNUAL PACIFIC
NORTHWEST HISTORICS CAR
CORRAL
Jul 09 Whistlin' Jack's Run
Jul 14 Expore Oregon (hosted by
Willamette Valley Miata Club
Jul 30 Silverdale Whaling Days
Parade
Jul 30 2016 Opel - Miata Gathering

August
Aug 06 Great Northwest Gathering of Miatas
Aug 13 Mt. Baker Run
Aug 27 Crystal Mountain Summit
Drive

September
Sep 10 Halfway and Back Tour
(hosted by the Willamette Valley
Miata Club)
Sep 10 Pacific Beach Frolic
Sep 24 Leavenworth Autumn Leaf
Festival Parade
Sep 30 Mahogany, Merlot & Miatas V

October
Oct 04 First Tuesday Cruise-In
Social
Oct 15 Fourth Quarter Planning
and Board Meeting
Oct 20 Third Thursday Cruise-In
Social

November
Nov 01 First Tuesday Cruise-In
Social
Nov 05 End-Of-The-Driving Season Party
Nov 17 Third Thursday Cruise-In
Social

December

Miata Helpful Links
Miata Garage: http://www.miata.net
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No Events Scheduled at this time

Park and Sip Tour 2016
By Ross Scott
It was Valentine's Day again, men, or at least the day before when the 4th annual Woodinville Park and Sip tour
commenced. This drive seems to be gaining momentum,
as this year represented a 30% increase in attendance,
including two new members! Yes indeed, it certainly contributed to the almost crowded conditions at a favorite
winery and hangout, the Davenport! It stands out as not
only having good wine, but a gourmet restaurant on site!
The group enjoyed meat and cheese platters and a very
good tomato basil bisque, among other tasty delights.

Membership News and
an Announcement
As you all know when you pay your membership, you have
a choice of having the Sounder delivered by way of e-mail
or the U.S. Mail (a paper copy). That’s about to change,
come January 1, 2017.
The board of directors voted in January to discontinue the
mailed Sounder on January 1, 2017. Currently, there are
only eight members who receive the Sounder in the U.S.
Mail. While these members pay a $10 per year premium
to have the Sounder delivered in this manner, it has become a matter of diminishing returns. With the Sounder
going out to about 160+ individuals per month, only eight
remain who get a printed copy.
Not only is it difficult to find someone who is willing to contribute the labor to have the Sounder printed, assembled,
addressed and mailed, it is one of those things where most
of the members who have it mailed also happen to have an
e-mail address and access to our online version. While the
mailed version is in black and white, the online version is in
full color and more interesting to review.
When you are ready to renew your membership this year,
keep in mind that if you do receive the Sounder in the U.S.
Mail, you will not be receiving it that way after January 1,
2017.

The high spirits were augmented by the tours wine expert
and raconteur, Paul Jaeger, who not only knows the origins, vine age and soil conditions on almost any given local
wine, but has a seemingly inexhaustible supply of amusing
anecdotes, delivered with a high degree of storytelling
skill. Such a rare talent in this age of the Internet.
Do not feel discouraged if you did not get in on the fun
this year as I am sure the overwhelming success of this run
will encourage Tom and Paul to stage another in 2017.
Meanwhile, one can only hope.

Another announcement involves an editor for the Sounder.
Bill Bell, our past president, is the current Sounder editor.
He has announced to the board that he plans to edit the
newsletter only through the end of 2016. The board is hoping a new editor will step forward. There will be a turnover,
and Bill will assist the new editor.
As the board has said many times, the club is only as
strong as its active members. If you enjoy receiving a
Sounder for your PSMC news, then consider contributing
your talents and time to compiling it eight times a year. You
will meet a lot of fun people and become a key part of the
PSMC team. To volunteer as Sounder editor, contact arbill@hotmail.com.

Viking Fest Parade

Don't drink and drive, Park and sip!
Date: May 14, 2016 in Poulsbo, Washington
Mindy Bohnas is looking for volunteers to drive the Viking
Fest Royalty. If you would like to help, please contact her
at fun4sun@bigfoot.com or (360) 895-0931.
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Ruminations of a Miata Driver
Highway 9
By Ross Scott
Driving north on Highway 9 is like driving back
through time a it gets narrower and follows the terrain with more twists and turns. Perfect for an old
Miata. According to Google Maps, State Highway 9 is
called the Snohomish-Woodinville Road until it crosses SR522. I drove this road when I was young and full
of energy, and it was barely a two-lane oil and gravel
track. Now it is older and has increased vigor as its
four-lane blacktop constantly pushes northward like
a giant snake swallowing the old two-lane road, fed
by the development alongside. This constantly thins

any more to say on that subject, besides the fact that
I could not figure out how to parse it out without
spoiling the exquisite syntax that one sentence contains.
After Sedro-Wooley one is transported into the 1950s
as it narrows into deep country, complete with the
Acme Diner, in Acme, of course, and almost nonexistent town consisting of the diner and a store. I
recommend breakfast with the sausage patties.
Good people. Nearby is the Mosquito Lake Road,
which is a nice diversion, though short and anticlimactic, considering the time and distance to get
there.
Of course, the reverse happens on the way back
home. Things get increasingly developed and modern, until I can literally see the rat race going on before my very eyes. I wait impatiently, now, at the
ever increasing stoplights that now infest my route.
It is with some relief that I arrive home to escape the
building rush traffic, shut my car down and enjoy the
relative silence, wishing, in a way, that I did not have
to drive back to this mad mad world.

out as one goes north from the very start of Highway
9 until one crosses Highway 530, the road to Arling- Drive that Miata!
ton, before it settles down to the two-lane country
road that I knew before.
New Member Welcome
Continued from Page 1
The temptation is to go faster than the posted speeds
on this quiet road, but the prospect of a hungry sher- Driving Directions:
iff with a radar gun and a car full of homeland securi- The Redmond ‘Azteca’ is located just off Hwy. 520,
ty equipment and the fact that this is a country road east of I-405. Take Hwy. 520 east from I-405, take
the “148th Ave. NE” exit, go left (north) over the
where anything can be around the next corner, like a freeway, Azteca is on the right.
slow moving farm tractor or a wandering cow, makes
me stay close to, or under that arbitrary number.
I know, it is considered bad form to have a paragraph
consisting of only one sentence, but I did not have
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Azteca Mexican Restaurant
3040 148th Ave. NE
Redmond, WA 98052

6

President’s Message
By Ross Scott
By now we have figured out that the much heralded El Nino did
not live up to expectations this year. I was looking forward to a
warmer and dryer winter to take advantage of owning a convertible, or should I say, being owned by a convertible. The prediction was half right in that it is a warmer winter than average,
but it turns out to be the wettest winter on record. Even then,
we were treated to our usual couple of sunny days in February
and I was able to do a top-down run to a really nice diner up
north.
By the time you read this the first quarter will practically be
over. For April besides the cruise-in socials, there is only the
quarterly board meeting on the 9th and the MG Car Club 35th
Annual Tulip Rallye on the 23rd. This might be the year to see
the tulips, as it seems all of the spring blossoms are early.
Things really start to kick off in May. Along with the cruise-ins
there is the New Member Welcome Drive on the 1st. This is a
great opportunity for new members to get acquainted with the
club and go on a fun drive and older members to meet new people, see old friends, and go on a fun drive. I have gone on this
run every year since I joined the club and have enjoyed every
minute of every time! Detailin' Day and Show ÔN Shine on the
14th is the perfect chance to get your car polished and waxed
for The driving season. Like last year, we need all of the cars to
arrive at Lee Johnsons freshly washed. If you would like to learn
how to operate a buffer and make your car's finish look like a
sparkling gem, let me know and it will happen! The second annual Drive To Lunch on the 21st will be a virtual Rhododendron
parade, viewing beautiful May flowers on the way to a gourmet
lunch.
So ok! Charge up that battery, clear the stuff out of the way
that has accumulated behind and on top of your cherished Miata and get out there!
Drive on Miata!

July and August Drives
July 9th: Whistlin Jack’s Run
August 13th: Mount Baker Run
August 27th: Crystal Mountain Summit Drive

OFFICERS President:

Ross Scott
president@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

Vice President:

Acting Bill Bell
viceprez@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

Past President

Bill Bell
pastprez@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

Secretary:

Open
secretary@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

TREASURER:

SEAN MCGRIFF
treasurer@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE PAM MCGRIFF, FRANK SHRIVER, MIKE SPRINGER, TOM
MILLAR, ALLEN OHLSEN, AND VICKIE OLSON,
APPOINTED POSITIONS WEBMINION:

SEAN MCGRIFF

ASSISTANT W EBMASTERS:

MINDY BOHNAS
CHARLOTTE FELLERS

MEMBERSHIP:

CHARLOTTE FELLERS
membership@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

BILL BELL
editor@pugetsoundmiataclub.org

PARADE COORDINATOR:

MINDY BOHNAS

MEMBERSHIP
The club operates as a non-profit organization and
relies primarily on volunteer services. However,
sponsorship of events, the publication and mailing of
the newsletter, and operating supplies constitute a
financial burden that must be met by the
membership. The Sounder is emailed as a PDF Link
unless you opt for physical delivery. Make your
Miata experience more enjoyable and join the club
and participate. To keep the club meaningful and
solvent, we need your support!
Club membership is available by going to our
website at www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org or by
sending your name, address, email, and a check for
$30 (annual chapter dues) or $40 (dues plus
Sounder delivery via hardcopy). Puget Sound
Miata Club
c/o Sean McGriff
222 Wells Ave North
Renton, WA 98057
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Puget Sound Miata Club
c/o Lillian Springer
2214 South Melrose
Tacoma, WA 98405
If you would like to contribute an article or you took
photos of an event you’d like to share, remember
these guidelines:



Send 3-5 of your best photos, not 20-30.



Send us your JPEGS since we need to Photoshop them anyway.



Thanks to the following Miata dealers and businesses who provide
PSMC member discounts(simply
show your PSMC Card):
Coop’s Miata of Maple Valley (425) 432-9666

When sending news items, use one space at the
end of sentences, not two. It saves space in the
publication.

Doug’s Lynnwood Mazda (425) 774-3551



Send all written materials in Arial and as attachments, i.e. word doc or docx or file text.



Louie Orrino at South Tacoma Mazda (253)
722-2888 / Cost plus 20%

The deadline is the 15th of the next month.
Please observe it!

Mazda of Everett (425) 353-3403

Milam Mazda of Puyallup (253) 845-1766 /
University Mazda of Seattle (206) 634-1191
Miata Top Bob’s, (206) 782-8081
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