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Holiday Open House
By Charlotte Fellers
December 27, 2014
Hosted by Charlotte Fellers
Phone 253-333-7442
Do you ever feel a little worn out and lonely after Christmas is over? Want to have a chance to hang with
friends but nowhere to do it? Then you should mark your calendar and stop in for the Holiday Open House,
hosted for the third straight year, by Charlotte Fellers, past president and membership chair.
This event has grown annually and gives members a chance to stop in for a beverage and a snack and a visit with old, and sometimes new, friends. This year’s event will be December 27 (the Saturday after Christmas)
to give everyone a chance to enjoy their office holiday parties (in case there are those who still have them)
prior to Christmas. And, best of all, you can still go out and capture the bargains in those “after-Christmas
sales” the day before!
The open house will begin any time after 2 p.m. and ends when the
last person leaves. There will be punch and many appetizers and
sweets to tempt you. Feel free to bring a beverage of your choice to
drink or share if you wish. No need to bring gifts or your own contribution to the food table, but if you just can’t walk in the door emptyhanded, then bring something to share if you wish. This is meant to be
a way to reconnect with friends and catch your breath at the end of a
traditionally busy month of hustle and bustle, not be “one more thing to
do that takes up my time.” If you are just too worn out to come, then
stay at home with a good book in front of the blazing fireplace. Either
way, it’s sure to be a win-win!
Directions: From Hwy 18, either direction, take theEnd
Auburn-Black Diamond Exit. At the end of the exit, turn
left heading into Auburn city limits. This road curves
around and through some country roads and crosses
the railroad tracks, where it bends to the right. At the
stop sign, go straight and continue another four blocks,
and turn right onto 4th St. The house is about 7 down on
the right-hand side of the street, #1800. Park anywhere
on the right side of the street or in the driveway. Address for the GPS Units:
1800 4th Street N.E., Auburn, WA
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By Charlotte Fellers
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New name tags are now available!
The PSMC Board is excited to roll out our
new name tags. These will be sent automatically to members of record upon renewal or when you join the PSMC. The
name tags will be included with your
membership but only one per member
will be included. So, if you have a
“navigator” or anyone else who would
like a name tag, you will need to order it
and pay $10 per name tag. These will be
generated upon receipt of your payment
and mailed out to you once they are
made.
The name tag is designed on a white
background and features the iconic PSMC
logo, you name, and along the bottom,
on a Kelly green background, the words,
“The First Miata Club in the Nation”,
printed in white. The back of the name
tag has a sturdy magnet fastener so you
won’t need to worry about poking holes
in your clothing when you wear it.
Those who renewed memberships between July 1 and November 1, and all
PSMC board members, will be the first to
receive their new name tags. As your
membership is renewed, you can look for
your name tag in the mail along with your
new membership card. The first lot of
name tags has already arrived and were
handed out at the End of the Year Party
in November. Those not in attendance
will receive their name tags in the mail
(they may already have arrived!)
You are welcome to order as many additional name tags as you wish. To order
additional name tags, please cut out, fill
out, and mail this form.

Clearly print the name you want on the
name tag here:
__________________________________
Include a check for $10 for each name tag
to cover the production cost and shipping
cost.
Mail both to:
Charlotte Fellers
Membership Chair/PSMC
1800 4th St NE
Auburn, WA 98002
An example of the name tag is below:

Upcoming Events — Something for Everyone!
(The year at a glance — check website or future Sounders for updates)
December
27

Holiday Open House Hosted by Charlotte Fellers
January

6

First Tuesday North-end Cruise-In Special at Canyon’s

15

3rd Thursday Cruise-In Social @ TBD 5:30 p.m.

February
3

First Tuesday North-end Cruise-In Special at Canyon’s

7

General Membership and Board Meeting @ site to be determined

19

3rd Thursday Cruise-In Social @ TBD 5:30 p.m.

March
3

First Tuesday North-end Cruise-In Special at Canyon’s

19

3rd Thursday Cruise-In Social @ TBD 5:30 p.m.

April
7

First Tuesday North-end Cruise-In Special at Canyon’s

11

General Membership and Board Meeting @ site to be determined

16

3rd Thursday Cruise-In Social @ TBD 5:30 p.m.

18

MG Car Club 33rd Annual Tulip Rallye/Tentative Date

May
5

First Tuesday North-end Cruise-In Special at Canyon’s

9

Detailing Day/Tentative Date

16

Viking Fest Parade/Poulsbo, WA

21

3rd Thursday Cruise-In Social @ TBD 5:30 p.m.

22-24 Topless Sun Run/Okanagan Valley Miata Club

Miata Helpful Links
http://forum.miata.net/

Note: Check PSMC website for latest details
http://www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org/
3

President’s Message
By Bill Bell

Hello Fellow Members:
The Holidays are upon
us and 2014 is almost
over. The board has
been busy and have accomplished many things
in the last two
months. At the General
Meeting held on November 1 at Milam Mazda in
Puyallup, the board
scheduled next years
calendar events including the 1st Tuesday and
3rd Thursday events,
Detailing Day, Parades,
The Great Northwest
Gathering, and General
Membership Meetings. If you would like to
host an event, please
contact a board member. Events will be added throughout the year.
Please check the website for updated events
and dates.
In addition, the board
passed the new Constitution and Bylaws to be
voted on by the General
Membership on February 7, 2015. In accordance with the current
Constitution and Bylaws,
4

a copy of the proposed
changes and announcement of the meeting to
vote on those changes
must be submitted in the
Sounder to the general
club membership. Attached with this Sounder
is a copy of the current
Constitution and Bylaws
along with the proposed
revision to the Constitution and Bylaws for review.
The main change to the
Constitution is the Officer titles and duties.
We are changing to a
President/Vice President
instead of President/
CEO. The main change
to the Bylaws are the
timing of Officer terms
and the nomination and
election meeting dates
to correspond. Currently
officers serve from June
through June. The proposed revision will
change that from January to December.
Please read the current
wording and proposed
revision, then attend the
meeting to vote. Ap-

proval by 60% of those
present is needed to approve the new Constitution and Bylaws. If you
want to vote but cannot
attend the meeting,
please contact the President or your nearest
Board Member for options.
If the new Constitution
and Bylaws are approved, we will have a
special election immediately to fill or transfer Officer positions/titles to
those stated in the revised Constitution and
Bylaws.
After the meeting ended,
Milam Mazda staff showed
us a limited edition 2015
MX-5. It was a Mica Red
with a Black Hard Top and
interior.
Happy Holidays!! See You
Next Year! Zoom Zoom!

End of the Year Party Recap
Fabulous Fifties Tacoma
The End of the Year Party took place on Saturday, November 15th at
the Fabulous Fifties
Meeting Hall in Tacoma,
WA.

The event started with
cocktails at 6 pm followed by dinner around
7 pm. On display were
three beautiful Miatas
graciously provided by
Ross Scott, Frank Shriver and Bret Anderson. Prime Rib and
Chicken were served
along with the trimmings.
After dinner, a special
Thank You was given by
President Bill Bell to the
Board Members in attendance, then awards
were given to the years
Event Hosts. If you
weren't there, your
award should be mailed
out or you can contact
Bill to pick it up in per5

son. A special Lifetime
Free Membership Award
was given to Sean
McGriff for his longtime
contributions to the club,
serving as Financial Officer, Webmaster, Insurance Coordinator and
his continued assistance
with the Sounder. Three
President’s Awards were
presented to the individuals the President
thought had contributed

the most in the last
year. The presentations
went to Charlotte Fellers
and Marilyn Huckleberry
for writing the new Constitution and Bylaws and
Mindy Bohnas for being
the Parade Coordinator
and Sounder Editor.
Both Charlotte and
Mindy was also Assistant Webmasters and

Charlotte is the new
Membership Coordinator
as well as being the
Past President! A big
Thank You goes out to
all our volunteer Parade
Drivers, Event Attendees
and General Membership for keeping this club
alive and strong over the
years. We couldn't do it
without you.
Over $1,000.00 worth of
door prizes were given
away. Prizes included
some great product
packages from Griot's
Garage, Moss Miata and
other vendors. Congratulations to all!

Ruminations of a Miata Driver
Be Untoppable
By Ross Scott
I really enjoy summers
driving everywhere in the
open air. It reminds me of
the old Hollywood movies
where everyone had a convertible with the top down
all the time. I have read
about people who park
their roadsters on the
street in SoCal and drive
them year round, even in
the rain. It doesn’t get cold
there all that often; contrary to the four seasons we
get in the northern climes.
But that does not stop everybody up here.
You’ve seen these people,
driving with their top down
in freezing weather, rain
and even snow, gloves on
and hoodie up, braving the
elements. It’s enough to
make a person shake ones
head and wonder about
their sanity. Oh, wait,
that’s me they are wondering about. Well, not crazy
and not snow, yet. Next
time the flakes fly, though, I
am going out and savor the
aerodynamics as the flakes
flow around Miata contours.
I have heard people say
that the Miata is a roadster
and roadsters were meant
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Mahogany, Merlot & Miatas 2014, Recap.
By Allan Ohlsen

to drive with the top down,
end of discussion. While
the Miata is not traditionally
a roadster, (back in the day
roadsters did not have roll
up windows and, many
times, no drop top), I tend
to agree. There is something fishy about a convertible on a non-rainy day
with the top up. What are
they afraid of, besides a
natural high?

The roar of hydros, the
zoom of Miatas and the delectable taste of great Chelan wines made for a fun
weekend. About eight Miatas made the journey to Lake
Chelan and Campbell’s Resort for a fun, action packed
trip. We stopped for lunch
and wine tasting at Tunnel
Hill Winery and Tsillan Winery along the way. On Saturday, a few hardy souls got to
go out on the water and see
Maybe most cars do not
provide an enjoyable expe- the hydros up close as
rience when moving in the course patrol volunteers;
open air. In some of the
four-seaters, for instance,
the turbulence in the back
can be brutal at freeway
speeds. Maybe it is inconvenient and time consuming to store the rag, but
even the hardtop units with
instant down and up are
almost never seen in the
thank you Paul Jaeger. Othopen position. I have a
ers experienced the roar
friend with a Chrysler Sefrom shore or explored the
bring, and I have never
town. At noon, intrepid leadseen the top down, ever!
er Ray Houghton led us for
a fun drive and wine tour,
visiting Tildio, Karma, and
Chelan Ridge wineries. The
best was yet to come.
Continued on Page 7:

Mahogany, Merlot & Miatas 2014, Recap.
Continued
Continued from Page 6:

After returning to Campbell’s, we enjoyed the
high lite of our event, pot luck BBQ right in
front of our rooms on the sunny shore of Lake
Chelan. This was no ordinary BBQ. We were
surprised and amazed as Coop’s Miata had
provided all the big juicy steaks and trimmings
for the event, free of charge. Bill and Karen
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even brought their own grill to properly cook
them. (No, not in a Miata, Bill brought his new
pickup.) We enjoyed great food with great
Chelan wines and great company. Thank you
Bill and Karen Cooper for your generosity and
great support of the PSMC. Also, a shout out
goes to Campbell’s Resort for their accommodation of us. This trip was one for the books
not soon to be forgotten.

MEMBERSHIP
The club operates as a non-profit organization and
relies primarily on volunteer services. However,
sponsorship of events, the publication and mailing of
the newsletter, and operating supplies constitute a
financial burden that must be met by the
membership. The Sounder is emailed as a PDF Link
unless you opt for physical delivery. Make your
Miata experience more enjoyable and join the club
and participate. To keep the club meaningful and
solvent, we need your support!
Club membership is available by going to our
website at www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org or by
sending your name, address, email, and a check for
$30 (annual chapter dues) or $40 (dues plus
Sounder delivery via hardcopy). Puget Sound
Miata Club
c/o Sean McGriff
222 Wells Ave North
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Puget Sound Miata Club
c/o Charlotte Fellers
1800 4th St. N.E.
Auburn, WA 98002
If you would like to contribute an article or you took
photos of an event you’d like to share, remember
these guidelines:



Send 3-5 of your best photos, not 20-30.



Send us your JPEGS since we need to Photoshop them anyway.



When sending news items, use one space at the
end of sentences, not two. It saves space in the
publication.



Send all written materials in Arial and as attachments, i.e. word doc or docx or file text.



The deadline is the 15th of the next month.
Please observe it!

Thanks to the following Miata dealers and businesses who provide
PSMC member discounts(simply
show your PSMC Card):
Coop’s Miata of Maple Valley (425) 432-9666
Doug’s Lynnwood Mazda (425) 774-3551
Mazda of Everett (425) 353-3403
Louie Orrino at South Tacoma Mazda (253)
722-2888 / Cost plus 20%
Johnny Schauf at Milam Mazda of Puyallup
(253) 845-1766 / Cost plus 20%
University Mazda of Seattle (206) 634-1191
Miata Top Bob’s, (206) 782-8081
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