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2012 Gathering of the Miatas is upon us!  Hosted by PSMC Board 

When: August 4th, 10:00 a.m. 

Where: Griot’s Garage in Tacoma 

By Charlotte Fellers 
As we did the past two years, we have scheduled the ca-
bana at Griot’s Garage in Tacoma for our event this year, 
August 4th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Griot’s in Tacoma is a great place 
to stock up on your car polishing 
supplies. As one of our partners, 
Griot’s Garage welcomes us every 
year to host our gathering in their 

parking lot. Additionally, they 
sponsor a one-hour tech program 
where they explain the use of the 
car maintenance supplies they sell 
and why they are such good prod-
ucts.  
We’ll start off at 10 a.m. with the 
“Drive-In” to Griot’s and to give you 
an hour to spiff up your car. Then 
the Tech Program begins at 11 
a.m. followed by lunch, which will be cooked and served by 
your PSMC Board of Directors. Following lunch, you can 
view the Miatas and vote for the People’s Choice winners. 
We’ll wrap up the day with the raffle of some great door 
prizes. Certainly one of our most popular door prizes this 
year will be a Kindle Fire, which was donated to the club by 
Milam Motors, another of our corporate friends. 

Upon check-in, you’ll receive a nametag and one raffle 
ticket. You are welcome to purchase as many raffle tickets 
as you like for the wide variety of prizes we’ll have for you 
to win. Tickets will go for $1 each or 6 for $5. The day 

should wrap up by 2 p.m. 
Directions to Griot’s Garage: 
Traveling I-5 South, take Exit 
132A (S 38th St West toward Ta-
coma Mall) 
At the stoplight, bear right onto S 
38th St. Go 3/4 of a mile to Griot's 
Garage on the right (white building 
with red stripes.) Last intersection 
is S Lawrence St.  
Traveling I-5 North: Take Exit 
132, take second 38th St exit after 
overpass (S 38th St West toward 
Tacoma Mall) Bear right onto S 
38th St. Go 3/4 of a mile to Griot's 

Garage on the right (white building with red stripes.) Last 
intersection is S Lawrence St.  
From Gig Harbor: On HWY 16, take exit for Union Ave.. 
turn right onto S Union Ave. Turn left onto S 38th St. then 
another left onto S Lawrence St. Griot's Garage is on the 
left (white building with red stripes.) Lot entrance is behind 
the building. 

“The Gathering” 2010 photo by Marilyn Huckleberry 

Spot That Thing Drive! (Release 2.0) 

When/Where: August 11, 2012, 9:45 a.m. / The Old Cannery in Sumner 

Contact: Charlotte Fellers or A.J. McGranaghan (editorcharlotte@gmail.com or mcgranaghan52@me.com) 

Originally, this weekend was supposed to be a scenic drive 
along the Oregon coast over two nights and three days. But 
due to our generally busy lives, we’ve scrapped that idea in 
favor of a close to home morning drive. Last year’s Spot 
That Thing! Drive was such a big success that we’ve de-
cided to repeat it again this year. However, we have 
changed the route and the “Things” you are going to try and 
spot along the way. 

Some of you old timers in the club might have been on the 
first Spot That Thing drive a number of years ago. That one 
was hosted by Marilyn Huckleberry and we took a scenic 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.griotsgarage.com/
http://www.griotsgarage.com/
mailto:editorcharlotte@gmail.com
mailto:mcgranaghan52@me.com
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drive up through some back roads around 
Gold Bar.  Last year’s run started at the 
Old Cannery in Sumner but wound its 
way through some beautiful scenery in 
South King County and wound up in Cov-
ington for a late lunch. 

We’ll meet at The Old Cannery Furniture 
Store  in Sumner once again this year. 
It’s a great starting place for a morning 
run because there’s a little coffee shop 
nearby and restrooms before we leave at 
10 a.m. A short driver’s meeting starts at 
9:45 a.m. and you will be given all your 
instructions and the “Things” to spot. This 
year’s version will explore some Pierce 
County scenery for a change. We’ve 
managed to keep the drive fairly rural 
with some twisty roads just for fun.  This 
tour is similar to a gimmick rallye, except 
you will be watching to “Spot That Thing” 
that looks just like the photos you will re-
ceive in the drivers’ meeting. Of course, 
prizes will be given to the winners. 

This tour will wrap up with lunch and 
prizes at the appropriately named Carr’s 
Restaurant in Lakewood, which features 
a car themed décor. 

 

Directions to the Old Cannery: 13608-A 

Valley Avenue, Sumner, WA 98390. 

From Seattle, Bellevue and points 

north: Take I-5 or I-405 South to HWY 

167. Stay on 167 to HWY 410 East 

(toward Yakima). Take the first exit 

(Traffic Avenue) and at the bottom of the 

ramp, take a left at the light. Go past the 

car dealerships; at the double light take 

the long left over the copper bridge. We'll 

meet in the overflow parking lot to your 

right. From Tacoma, Lakewood, Olym-

pia and points south: Take I-5 North to 

HWY 512 East (Exit #127). Stay on free-

way past Puyallup exits. HWY 512 will 

turn into HWY 167 North. Get in the right 

lane to exit onto HWY 167 and take the 

first exit onto HWY 410 East (Yakima/

Sumner HWY). Take the first exit (Traffic 

Avenue) and at the bottom of the ramp, 

take a left at the light. Go past the car 

dealerships; at the double light, take a 

long left over the copper bridge. We’ll 

meet in the overflow parking lot to your 

right.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Spot That Thing (Continued)  Additional Contact info: 

253.333.7442 or 253-298-8916 

OR RSVP on www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org 

WHIDBEY ISLAND TOUR 

When: Saturday, August 25, 2012, 10:00 a.m. 

Ferry Req’d, see description below 

Hosted by Frank Shriver and Carol Kus 

Explore the grandeur of Whidbey Island 
as you join Frank Shriver and Carol Kus 
on Saturday, August 25, for this great 
island ride!  Our journey will begin behind 
the Dairy Queen located in Clinton on 
your right, as most people will be arriving 
on the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry.  It is sug-
gested that you fuel your Miata prior to 
boarding the ferry because gas prices on 
Whidbey are running $.20 to $ .30/ gallon 
higher than on the mainland.  The ferry’s 

run every ½ hour and the crossing is 
about 15 minutes.  Please plan on arriv-
ing in Mukilteo a few minutes after 9:00 
AM to catch the 9:30 boat.  We will have 
a driver’s meeting at 10:00 and will leave 
the Dairy Queen at 10:15.  If you’ve done 
this tour before this year’s tour will be a 
different route than in the past.  Some 
parts will be the same as before. 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org
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Upcoming Events — Something for Everyone! 

(The year at a glance — check website or future Sounders for updates) 

Items with question marks are still being decided 

 August 

4 The Miata Gathering @ Griots 

11 Spot That Thing! 

25 Whidbey Island Run 

 September 

2 South Bend Parade and Run 

8 Kite Festival (?) 

22 Autumn Rallye @ Coops by PSMC BOD 

29 Leavenworth Parade 

 October 

5-7 Mahogany, Merlot, and Miatas 

5-8 Backroads to Bavaria  (Club Miata  NW) 

27 Halloween Party (Tom and Marilyn) 

31 Safe Trick-or-treat in Bremerton 

 November 

3 PSMC Board Meeting @ Mitzels in Fife 

10 Turkey Teaser Run 

17 Food Collection and Publicity Run 

 December 

1 Puyallup Christmas Lights 

 

Whidbey Island is 62 miles long and just over 1.5 miles 
wide at Greenbank in Central Whidbey. 

We will be traveling on roads lesser driven on our trek to 
North Whidbey and back to Frank and Carol’s house.  You 
will have the opportunity to see the impressive beauty of 
the north end of Puget Sound, Admiralty Inlet, Saratoga 
Passage, Holmes Harbor, Penn Cove (Home of the Penn 
Cove mussel farm) as well as narrow tree lined roads. 

Enjoying sights of wild life will also be a part of the drive.  
There are in excess of 70 nesting pair of Bald Eagles living 
on Whidbey and our chances are good to see this magnifi-
cent bird in its natural habitat.  Spotting deer grazing should 
be common throughout the day.  Hawks are very common 
and are often seen all over the island.  The island is also 
home to coyotes. 

The drive is still under construction; however, our travels 
will also take us past/through Clinton, Langley, Freeland, 
and past Whidbey Island Naval Air Station in Oak Harbor.  
We will enjoy the spectacular Deception Pass, which if you 
haven’t seen it before is very dramatic and inspiring. 

Upon the completion of the tour we will meet at Frank and 
Carol’s home, located 2 miles North of Greenbank, to enjoy 
burgers and hot dogs as well as to enjoy the sunset and 
view of Admiralty Inlet. 

(Continued from page 2) 

http://www.clubmiata.com
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Past Events 

Garage Sale Run Sans Garage Sales by Vicky Olson 

The Garage Sale/Miata Meander on 
July 28 was more of a meander than a 
garage sale run.  With only three 
miatas participating, it was a great way 
for the Olson’s to be able to enjoy their 
first time hosting a run.  They are al-
ready talking “modifications for next 
year.” 

The anticipated glitches were absent, 
in spite of the  un anticipated hun-
dreds; perhaps thousands of bicyclists 
encountered who were doing the an-
nual “Seattle Century” bike ride.   Miata 
people really know how to share the 
road!. 

In spite of the overcast, the day was 
warm, with no showers. The Cedar 
River Boathouse parking area in Ren-
ton, the start, was surprisingly lacking 
crowds; even though Renton River 
Days parade was just getting under-
way.  Maybe the parade drew people 
to the downtown area and away from 
the south end of Lake Washington, 
where the boathouse is situated.   

The run meandered along Lake Wash-
ington Boulevard and through the back 
roads of Newcastle, where Vickie  and 
David Olson had grown up, and New-

castle was still mining coal.   Now King 
County’s largest wild land area, Cou-
gar Mountain Regional Wildland Park, 
is a draw for suburbanites looking for a 
beautiful hike through the woods, and 
multi million dollar houses are com-
monplace.    

After negotiating the Costco/Farmers 
Market traffic in Issaquah, the verdant 

back roads of the Samammish Plateau 
were a welcome relief.  At first, the 
bike traffic, which was going the oppo-
site direction, was a little disconcerting. 
But even when the Miatas were head-
ing the same direction as the bicyclists 
in some areas, the road was mostly 
miatas and bikes; a very agreeable 
combination.    

The farming areas of Carnation and 
Fall City provided opportunities for 
buying fresh produce. Charlotte Fellers 
and her mom, Vera gave in to the 
temptation and they ditched the rest of 
the group to check out the local fruits 
and vegetables available at the 
“Jubilee Farms Coop.   

As the group meandered toward the 
Olson back yard; someone, perhaps 
one of the organizers of the run, be-
came distressed that this was a 
“Garage Sale” run, and not one of us 
had pulled off to visit a garage sale.  
When the sign “MASSIVE GARAGE 
SALE” appeared only a few miles from 
the final destination, the group pulled 
over and the usual exchange of  ‘You 
want to?’  Yes; no ‘ was settled by the 
sign that told us it was only 1.2 miles 
off our route up the hill to High Valley 
Estates.  Even though no one pur-
chased a thing; the home owner gra-
ciously treated the group to a tour of 
the spectacular back yard view, which 
encompassed Mount Rainier, The Ta-
coma narrows Bridge, The SeaTac 
Airport, the Olympic Mountains and the 
Seattle Skyline.   

Explore Oregon 2012 by A.J. McGranaghan  

Hello All, 
Wanted to share with you our great 3 
day sojourn down to Ashland, Oregon. 
Great weather, great runs, great com-
pany, and lots of high speed twisty 
roads. As usual the WVMC 
put on an excellent event. We 
defiantly got our 
money’s worth out of this 
event. The WVMC is a well 
oiled and finely tuned 
organization. In total we drove 
about 1400 miles in the 5 
days.  If you 
opted out of attending this 
annual event, too bad, it was 
your loss. It was 
430 miles down I-5 to Ash-
land, Oregon which took us 7 
hours on our return 
trip back to Tacoma. We 

spent our first night at Warrenton, Ore-
gon and did some 
exploring where Lewis and Clark win-
tered over for four months at Fort 
Clatsop. On Friday we went up to Cra-

ter Lake and on Saturday we drove 
around 
and through the Rouge River area. 
Next year the WVMC will be sponsor-
ing 

another rally around/along the 
Columbia river gorge, and will 
be based out 
of The Dalles, Oregon. If they 
(WVMC) are true to form, I'm 
sure they will put 
on another great event. Think 
about attending, you won't be 
sorry. Keep 
checking in with the Willamette 
Valley Miata Club web site for 
more 
information. 
And remember, "Keep the shiny 
side up". 

A.J. 
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Road Tour to  50th annual "Come And Play On Labor Day" Parade 

When: Sunday September 2nd 

Hosts:  Dee Dahlke & Duncan Johnson 

Home phone 253-845-2424 or e-mail ToadHallWa@yahoo.com  

Miata, Mahogany & Merlot Tour (UPDATED) 

Where: Monroe (10:30 a.m. start) to Chelan, Washington 

When: October 5, 6, 7   Hosts: Jaeger/Ohlsen 

Wine lovers! Gearheads! Nastalgics! 
Do you like vintage wooden boats, vin-
tage unlimited hydroplanes, and Che-
lan area wines? How about staying at 
a premium Chelan waterfront resort for 
a bargain price of $110-$138 per 
night? This is the PSMC event for you. 

Join us for a fun three-day weekend 
tour as we venture off to Lake Chelan 
for the Mahogany & Merlot festival held 
in Chelan. We will be staying at Camp-
bell’s Waterfront Resort, walking dis-
tance to the festival. The festival fea-
tures wine of coarse, but also many 
vintage wooden pleasure craft on dis-
play, some offering rides. The big at-
traction though are the hydroplanes 
from the Unlimited Hydroplane Mu-
seum. Remember Miss Bardahl, Thrift-

way, Oh Boy! O’Berto, Hawaii Kai? 
Experience the roar of these piston-
engine boats as they run around the 
lake coarse. We are also planning a 
wine tour of the many wineries in the 
area.  

UPDATE: Friday meeting time is 10 
a.m. at the Chevron station, east 
end of Monroe on Hwy 2. We will 
depart at 10:30. Please bring 
your own lunch that we will be en-
joying at Tunnel Hill Winery, our 
first stop in Chelan. A country store 
is located next door for your needs 

of fresh fruit and cheese, etc. 

If you enjoy wood-fired BBQ featur-
ing baby-back ribs, wild salmon, 
grilled prawns or smoked chicken, 
we have scored a 5:00 p.m. reserva-

tion for Saturday at "BBQ in the 
Vineyard" at Lake Chelan Win-
ery. The owner has even offered to 
let us park/display our Miatas on the 

grass while we are there. 

Sunday, we make our way back west, 
but if you have not enough fun, we will 
be stopping in Leavenworth taking in a 
little Octoberfest with a brat & beer. As 
a bonus, there is a possibility our club 
will be part of the festival where we 
can display our Miatas as a club. 

Sound like fun? RSVP for the event 
then call Campbell’s Resort 800-553-
8225 or 509-682-2177 to reserve your 
room for Oct. 5

th
 and 6

th
. Mention 

“Mahogany & Merlot” (group number 
230749) to get the discount. Don’t wait. 
Campbell’s has several rooms blocked 
for this event, but is offered to all festi-
val participants (not just us) so it will fill 
up soon. Questions, please contact 
Paul Jae-
ger or 
Allan 
Ohlsen. 

Meet for breakfast at 8:00 AM at:  
Norma's Burgers @ I-5, 10322 Martin 
Way East, Nisqually, WA 98516. Take 
exit 114 off I-5 either direction, and 
Norma’s will be on your right just after 
the traffic light at end of ramp.  Gas is 
available at this location. 

Leave on the road tour to South Bend 
promptly at 9:15 AM for a cruise of 
about 75 miles.   If you wish to join us 
enroute, there will be a midway pit stop 
at about 10:00 AM at Monte Square 

Chevron on SR 107 just off the US 12 
interchange in Montesano.  We'll arrive 
in South Bend around noon; the pa-
rade starts 1:00 PM.  If you and your 
sports car will be at the ocean beaches 
for the weekend, feel free to meet the 
rest of your club in the parade staging 
area.   This is the golden anniversary 
(50 years) of the South Bend festival, 
so expect a lot of fun activities. 

Bring your Miata’s parade decor plus 
your own ear protection in case we get 

staged in front of a fire department and 
their sirens. 

 After the parade we’ll go for lunch at a 
local establishment. 

 Hosts' cell phone is 253-327-4368 if 
you need to contact us at breakfast or 
the parade.  That's for day of event 
only; it’s not turned on at home. 

Please RSVP on the club web calen-
dar so we can tell the South Bend pa-
rade folks how many cars to expect. 

mailto:ToadHallWa@yahoo.com


6  

Event Aftermath 
WVMC Explore Oregon 2012 

By Dee Dahlke (’99 silver “Road Dancer”) & Duncan Johnson 

All right, sports motoring enthusiasts, rather 
than plowing into the usual event drivel, 
let’s fire up our GPS machines, log into 
MapQuest, get out our DeLorme atlas of 
Oregon and update our listings of “private 
roads” in that state.  Those are our re-
served zoom-zooming roads we don’t men-
tion to our RV-driving friends lest they clog 
them with their whale migrations.  Check 
out these segments of two-lane blacktop, 
found before/during/after the Explore Ore-
gon meet. 

 Oregon SR 47, Clatskanie to Mist (and it’s 
also a nice road south of there, but not so 
dramatic.)  An old favorite with this club.  
We counted 120+ turns in 11 miles as it 
goes through the coastal hills.  Bob Mott 
likes it better than the Tail Of The Dragon 
in North Carolina.  “Road Dancer” was 
sure dancing on her new KYB shocks this 
trip. 

 Fox Hollow Road, SW of Eugene toward 
Gillespie Corners.  Have your camera 
ready for photo opps of other Miatas in 
the downhill twisties.  Watch for bicycles, 
too. 

 Tiller Trail Highway (SR 227) from Can-
yonville to Trail, east of I-5.  Gets you up 
into the mountains and down again.  Sure 
beats that stretch of freeway.  Make a rest 
stop before you start, because no facili-
ties for a long ways. 

 Oregon SR 66, Ashland to Klamath Falls.  
Yes, you can cruise “Route 66” in Oregon 
and this corkscrew through the mountains 
is more fun than Steinbeck’s old Mother 
Road down south.  Besides, the Oregon 
route has lots of those “Open Range” 
signs, and somebody has positioned an 
old kitchen stove below one of them, with 
the oven door propped open.  (Get it?) 

 Dead Indian Memorial Highway CR-722 
plus Big Elk Rd. NF-37, from that SR 66 
just east of Ashland to SR 140 near Lake 
Of The Woods.  It’s a hillclimb course 
northbound and a heart-stopping hill de-

scent southbound.  At one point all our 
progress stopped while we waited for real 
cowboys (in white hats, even) on real 
horses and with real working dogs to 
drive about 200 cattle across the road to 
summer pasture.  Now THAT is “out in 
the country.”  Well, there WAS a sign for  
“congestion” just before the road filled up 
with cows. 

 E. Evans Creek Rd. thence to W. Fork 
Evans Creek Rd., thence to Snow Creek 
Rd. thence to Upper Cow Creek Rd.,  
between Rogue River and Azalea, gener-
ally east of I-5.  This starts as a “private 
road” as above, and then improves to a 
pro rally pavement stage (and we assume 
the rally racers must have found it) and 
then improves again to a tight radius go-
kart track.    There is also the Wimer cov-
ered bridge nearby, so you can stop and 
kiss your sweetie in the middle (old tradi-
tion.) 

  Old Siskiyou Highway, SR 273, from SR 
66 near Emigrant Lake to Mount Ashland. 
Another steep hillclimb course with 270-
degree and 360 degree corners (the road 
passes over itself to do that,) plus you 
may autocross around struggling bicy-
clists and wayward deer. 

 Tyee Rd. from Umpqua to SR 138, south-
east of  Elkton.  Nobody can find these 
cornering-on-the-door-handles twisties 
because DeLorme has the south end of 
the road in the wrong place and the offi-
cial state map shows it as dirt.  (It is nicely 
paved.)  But then our official map is so old 
it is for Oregon Territory.  Mapquest has it 
right. 

 Miami River Rd. and SR 53 Necanicum 
Highway from US 101 in Garibaldi to US 
26 in Necanicum Junction.  Another old 
favorite revisited, and it is consistently 
populated by polite mountain drivers who 
pull to the roadside when a speeding 
sports car overtakes them.  Near here we 
saw a bumper sticker that said, “Don’t get 
even.  Get odd.”  That figures, in Oregon. 

 SR 103 Fishhawk Falls Hwy., between US 
26 near Elsie and SR 202 at Jewell.  A 
gem of a little used stretch through a 
pretty valley.  At Jewell you an go east to 
Mist and run SR 47 northbound, or turn 
west toward Astoria (also a fun road) and 
visit an elk sanctuary a few miles away 
(rest rooms there, too.) 

If you connect the dots on the above, you’ll 
have a pretty good picture of the meet.  
Nice run down with 7 PSMC cars:  Sandi & 
Fred Holler, Sally & Bob Thomas, Vicki & 
Judy Burr-Chellin, Emily & Larry Muir, Tom 
Mackey & Marilyn Huckleberry, Marti & Bob 
Mott, plus your reporters leading all through 
two days’ worth of very secondary roads 
(see above.)  We stopped to visit the Re-
public Of Jam in Carlton, the Eola Hills 
Wine Cellars in Rickreall, La Perla pizza in 
Eugene (our overnight stop,) a covered 
bridge in Drain, and two lunches at the 
ubiquitous McMenamins brewpubs.   Ash-
land proved to be a lovely resort city and 
the meet started with desserts and bever-
ages Thursday night, and runs to the dra-
matic Crater Lake National Park or the Ore-
gon Caves on Friday (followed by a 
Shakespearian play for the intrepid.)   Sat-
urday there was a morning run to the 
Rogue River scenic area and the Miatas 
met two Corvette clubs, also on their own 
club runs (to Duncan’s delight.)  Lunch was 
in Grant’s Pass and the afternoon was 
spent in organized Applegate Valley wine 
touring and tastings, with the fancy catered 
buffet and prizes at night.  There was a 
Sunday morning run to Mount Ashland, and 
the usual good-byes.  Observation:  we 
keep meeting the same people enjoying 
these big driving events, and the farewells 
are always like, “See you at Bavaria,” or 
“See you at Kelowna.”  Nothing at all wrong 
with that.  Next year “Explore Oregon” 
moves to the Columbia Gorge.  We are 
already planning a route to zoom there on 
the two-lane blacktop. 

Fox Hollow Road. THIS is sports motoring at its finest! 

"Head 'em up, move 'em out."  City slickers now know what 

"Open Range" signs mean.  

"Road Dancer" with July snow at Crater Lake.  The road 
around the lake had still not been completely opened from 
last winter. 
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PSMC Autumn Rallye helps club thrive 

When: September 22, 9:30 a.m. 

Where: Coops Miata 

 The Third Annual PSMC Autumn Rallye is set to go for September 22, 

2012. Save the date and plan to attend this exciting event that is open to any and 

all drivers of all cars. Check-in time is 9:30 a.m. from Coop’s Miata in Maple Val-

ley. Roads will feature lots of vibrant fall color and some great curves. In addition, 

a poker run will be rolled into this year’s run.  

 We invite all participants to join the board in donating canned food to the 

Maple Valley Food Bank as part of this event. You can drop off your canned goods 

when you arrive and we’ll make sure they get  

 To pre-register and keep up-to-date on the details, go to our website at 

www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org and RSVP and download a pre-registration form.  

Registration Form for the PSMC Autumn Rallye 

September 22, 2012. 

Rallye starts at Coop’s Miata in Maple Valley. Packet pickup starts at 9:30 a.m. You can leave when you like. 

Open to all makes/models of cars! 

 

Name of Driver: ______________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________ 

Email Address: _______________________________________________ 

Valid Telephone: _____________________________________________ 

 

Mail form with your registration to: Charlotte Fellers, 1800 4th St NE, Auburn, WA 98002. 

  

http://www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org
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President’s Message August 2012 

By Charlotte Fellers 

At last we have summer! I’ve enjoyed a string of 
beautiful warm and sunny days this past week as I 
prepare the president’s message. In fact, I’ve been 
working with A.J. McGranaghan to design a new Spot 
That Thing! Tour for August 11. We’ve nixed our over-
night weekend in Oregon in favor of a day trip, due to 
the general busy-ness of the summer and our inability 
to get together and plan it. You can sign up for our 
tour on the website. It’s  a fun romp through Pierce 
County’s rural areas and views of Mt.Ranier that will 
take your breath away. 

Also coming up this month is the annual Gathering, 
which will be at Griot’s Garage again this year. This is 
one of two events that we put on as part of your mem-
bership in the club. Come out to Tacoma and join us 
for a Show N Shine, with people’s choice winners in 
three categories. Additionally, we’ll be serving bur-
gers, salad and baked beans with cake for dessert. It 
all starts at 10 a.m. August 4. 

I had a great time at the International District parade 
this year, which is one of the parades connected with 
Seafair. As usual, the PSMC played a key role in driv-
ing the Chinese and Japanese communities’ respec-
tive royalty. We have a wonderful time getting to know 
these beautiful and talented young ladies and it also 
gives us a chance to give back to the community in a 
positive way. The folks who line the parade route love 

our cars as much as we do. You can see some festive 
photos elsewhere in the Sounder this month.  

Finally, on August 25, we have the third Whidbey Is-
land Run. You’ll see Frank Shriver and Carol Kus 
leading the way on this run around the island, but this 
year, they’ll be in a different car. Unfortunately, Carol 
was hit while driving her ’93 red and while she was 
not injured, the car was totaled. They were fortunate 
to get a great used car that should be easy to spot 
since it’s bright yellow! Plan to check in on the web-
site to sign up for this tour. 

Unfortunately, most of my summer has been con-
sumed by work and tending my yard. I am very proud 
of the fact that I’ve harvested about two gallons of 
blueberries off my four small blueberry bushes that 
are in my backyard. I never thought I would have 
yields like this, but this year’s crop is really a big one. 
I’ll have blueberries in the freezer for months to enjoy 
all kinds of ways. For the first time in about four years, 
I also harvested a few bing cherries off a tree in my 
backyard. Apples are quickly ripening too and for 
once, it appears the birds are not going to eat them 
all! It’s keeping me busy when I have free time to be 
out there. Hopefully, the rest of you will have this kind 
of success with your gardens. 

So, while summer is still here, get out and put the top 
down and enjoy the great driving weather! 

Presented by Club Miata  

Backroads to Bavaria 2012: Sponsored by Club Miata NW, this will be the 13th installment of the largest, 

continuous Miata event in the Pacific Northwest.  It typically attracts over 100 cars during the popular Okto-

http://www.clubmiata.com
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Editor’s Message 

By Tom Mackey 

tom.mackey@gmail.com 

CHIEF OFFICERS 

Operating  Charlotte Fellers 
Executive  Tom Millar 
Communications A.J. McGranaghan 
Financial  Sean McGriff 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 

Tom Mackey  Kevin Gilbert 
Frank Shriver  Allan Ohlsen 
Vickie Olsen  Mike Springer 
Bill Bell 

APPOINTED POSITIONS 

Insurance Coordinator Sean McGriff 

Data Coordinator  Mindy Bohnas 
Parade Coordinator  Open 
Sounder Editor  Tom Mackey 

Webmaster    Nathan Allan 
Assistant Webmaster  Mindy Bohnas 

Autocross Representative Dieter Beldi 
Specialty Web Programmer John Young 

Special Graphics  Mike Springer 
 

 

The club operates as a non-profit organization and 

relies primarily on volunteer services. However, spon-

sorship of events, the publication and mailing of the 

newsletter, and operating supplies constitute a finan-

cial burden that must be met by the membership. The 

Sounder is emailed as a PDF unless you opt for 

physical delivery. Make your Miata experience more 

enjoyable and join the club and participate. To keep 

the club meaningful and solvent, we need your sup-

port!  Club membership is available by going to: 

www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org/misc/join.php  or by 

sending your name, address, email, and a check for 

$30 (annual chapter dues) or $40 (dues plus 

Sounder delivery) to: 

Puget Sound Miata Club 

C/O Mindy Bohnas 

12775 Deer Crest Dr SW 

Port Orchard, WA 98367 

phone: 360-895-0931 

MEMBERSHIP 

We were part of the group following Dee and Duncan on 
the Back Roads to Oregon to Ashland for Explore Oregon 
and had a great time.  They led us along roads we had not 
tried before and it was real treat following Dee — she is one 
smooth sports car driver! 

Being so visible in our “Sunflower” yellow Miata, it was sug-
gested we place ourselves in the middle of our seven-car 
pack, and that helped hold us together.  That, and Dun-
can’s excellent CB radio work as he performed navigational 
duties. 

Speaking of CB radios, I note sadly that more and more 
folks are going to FRS radios (Family Radio Service) due, I 
think, to the fact that there are no installation headaches or 
antenna issues.  Having both a CB radio and a set of the 
FRS “Handi-talkies”, and having used both on the Explore 
Oregon run, it is my opinion that CB is still superior.  The 
FRS radios are hard to hear and reception spotty. I have a 
Cobra 75-WXST CB that has all the functions built into the 
handset.  The set comes with a remote connection box to 
supply power and I mounted that behind some of the trunk 
sheet metal so it is invisible.  A microphone extender cable 
brings the mic connection into the cabin behind one of the 
seats, and an after market antenna hooked to a special an-
tenna splitter and coil gives great transmission and recep-
tion for a very stealthy installation.  I did the same with our 
2nd generation, but with the NB models, the stealth factor is 
even better in that the power retractable antenna can be 
used as-is with the splitter-coil arrangement. 

If you are still reading this, you must be bored, or a bit of a 
techie, so I will go on to the next piece of technology I en-
joyed on the Oregon trip.  I finally broke down and got a 
“smart phone” — actually, we each got iPhones, the 4s 
model.  I had enough time with it before the trip to be pretty 
sure we would not need to bring a computer with us and so 
we did not.  I took pictures, kept up with email, which in-
cluded working on putting a real estate transaction to-
gether, and yes, even made and took phone calls.  Android 
phones can do the same — this isn’t an Apple ad! 

Communication devices from the 1970’s to the 21st century 
used in the same trip — enough to give the brain whiplash! 

I’ve been a real ratchetjaw with the gizmo chatter this 
month so I’m going 10-10.  Keep your tires off the super-
slab and your top stowed away, and watch out for those 
dad gum picture takers.  Well, I’m going to back on out of 
here now and catch you on the flip-flop.  We gone — bye 
bye! 

mailto:tom.mackey@gmail.com
http://www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org/misc/join.php
tel:360-895-0931


10  

Thanks to the following Miata deal-
ers and businesses who provide 
PSMC member discounts(simply 
show your PSMC Card): 
Coop’s Miata of Maple Valley (425) 432-9666 

Doug’s Lynnwood Mazda  (425) 774-3551 

Mazda of Everett (425) 353-3403 

Louie Orrino at South Tacoma Mazda (253) 
722-2888 / Cost plus 20% 

Johnny Schauf at Milam Mazda of Puyallup 
(253) 845-1766 / Cost plus 20% 

University Mazda of Seattle (206) 634-1191 

Miata Top Bob’s, (206) 782-8081 

   

If you would like to contribute an article or you took 

photos of an event you’d like to share, remember 

these guidelines: 

 Send 3-5 of your best photos, not 20-30. 

 Send us your j-pegs since we need to Photoshop 

them anyway. 

 When sending news items, use one space at the 

end of sentences, not two. It saves space in the 

publication. 

 Send all written materials in Arial and as attach-

ments. 

 The deadline is the 15 each month. Please ob-

serve it! 

 Puget Sound Miata Club 

c/o Mindy Bohnas 

12775 Deer Crest Dr. SW 

Port Orchard, WA 98367 


