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Wouldn’t you know it? Curious George is missing again! After
spending three days in July hunting down the little monkey, he
slipped off undetected from Mike and Lourea Garka’s loving care.
August found Curious George checking out the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival and catching a ride back to Washington
with Tom and Cindy Smith.
However, he only stayed
with the Smith’s long
enough to donate some
blood (which got him a
band-aid around his arm
and his seven-gallon donation pin attached to his cap)
before he was off and eluding his new caretakers once more. Rumor has it that he
was last seen leaving the Gathering with Fred and Sandi
Holler. Hmmm, wonder where he will turn up next? Stay
tuned for the latest sightings of Curious George!

Don’t forget: this year is the final year for Tom & Cindy’s famous
Haunted Places Tour. For more information on the tour, see page
2.

upcoming events
Tom & Cindy’s Final
Haunted Places Tour
Saturday, October 27, 2007 @ 1:00 PM;
11:00 AM if you plan on eating lunch
Freighthouse Square, Tacoma
Hosted by Smith & McSherry
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This year will be our final (for awhile) Haunted Places Tour. After five years
of doing them, it is time for a break. And this year, we are going to go
about it a little backwards. Instead of ending the tour with lunch/dinner, we
are going to start it with lunch at the Freighthouse Square located at 430
East 25th Street in Tacoma.
The Freighthouse was once the most western point and freight terminus
for the old Milwaukee Railroad. When it closed in 1986, a Tacoma businessman saw its potential and converted the Freighthouse into a public
market, which opened in 1987. It has expanded to more than 70 businesses and offers some of the most offbeat and original shops you’ll ever
find, so you might want to arrive early to stroll through all the shops (Make
sure you check out the Leggo store!). It is also very popular for its International Food Court, where you can have your choice of Mexican, German,
Filipino, Mediterranean, Vietnamese, Thai, Sushi, Southern BBQ and vegetarian entrees. What better place, then, to start our day and have lunch!
Be aware, though, when we did our pre-run, the entrees were all “supersized!” If you arrive real hungry, then you are in for a treat; if not, take it
upon advisement and split lunch with your favorite person.
Your arrival time is up to you. The driving part of the tour doesn’t start until
1:00 PM, so you will want to arrive early enough to grab something to eat.
If you just want to join the tour sans lunch, then we will be meeting, via our
feet, at the Tacoma Sounder terminal area. After a brief drivers’s meeting,
we will gather into our roadsters in the parking garage located directly
across the street on 25th. Although this is a much shorter and more urban
tour than in previous years, it promises to be a grand time and hope you
will join us for this final trip into the ghostly world of Tacoma!
PLEASE NOTE: On the day of our tour, there will be a Pre-Holiday
“You Make It” Gift and Trade Show at the Freighthouse Square. Products, Vendors, Demonstrations and Classes will be on hand to help
you gear up for the holidays. You can learn how to make soap, jewelry, scrapbooking, stamping and more. With that in mind, it might
be best if you arrive early! Freighthouse Square opens at 10 AM.
Directions: Freighthouse Square is located one block north of the Tacoma
Dome at East 25th Street and East “D” Street. From Interstate 5, take I-705
N/WA-7 exit, Exit 133 towards the City Center. Take the East 26 ST exit
towards the Tacoma Dome, turn right onto East 26th Street; turn left onto D
Street; turn right onto Puyallup and right into Parking Garage.

Remember
You can now get your Sounder
via email instead of snail mail.
It’s easy, just send an email to
sounder@comcast.net
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upcoming events
PSMC Planning &
Board Meeting

Veteran’s Day Run
Sunday, November 11, 2007
Hosted by Many

Sunday, Nov. 4, 2007 @10:30 AM
Harmon Brewing Co., Tacoma

It was looking like the Veteran’s Day Run
was going to be cancelled. Both hosts, the
Smith’s and the Weber’s, are overloaded
with work and Cindy has been doing all she
can just to keep up with day-to-day obligations – there was just
no time to do a “Cindy Tour.”

Hosted by your PSMC Board
Article by Bonnie Lohkamp
The first PSMC planning meeting for events for 2008 will be
held on Sunday November 4, 2007 at the Harmon Brewing
Company located in Tacoma. We have reserved an area in the
back for breakfast, where we can order from their regular menu
and which the restaurant will allow separate checks. Reservations are for up to 30 people, so make sure you get your RSVPs
in early. Please come and join us so that we can start planning
new events for the new year. A board meeting will follow to
which all members of the club are invited to attend. Please
RSVP thru the website so that we can give the restaurant an
accurate headcount for breakfast.
The Harmon Brewing Company is located at 1938 Pacific Avenue in Tacoma, just off the City Center exit right next to the
UW-Tacoma campus and just across the street from the Washington State History Museum. Parking is available on the street
as well as in several nearby lots. For detailed driving and parking information and to take a look at the menu, go to
www.harmonbrewing.com
Hope to see many of you there!

That’s when the Umemoto’s came to the rescue. Rather than
cancel an event, they came up with the idea of a “Miata Train”:
different leaders from different areas gathering together members that would like to get together to toast those who have
dedicated their lives to the freedoms that we all take for granted
every day. Each leader will have a series of “Depots” where
they will pick up those interested in participating
Once we figure out how many people are interested in helping
to put on this event, we can decide on the particulars of how
many stops and where they will be located, as well as the final
destination (rumored to be a “watering hole” where we can toast
the troops in proper style!).
If you would like to lead a group, or be a part of one, please
email Randy and Rosa at carlust@comcast.net or Tom and
Cindy at tomaci@verizon.net and let them know asap so they
can make the stops and plans accordingly. Please RSVP no
later than October 15th so we can make sure we are able to get
the information out by the November Sounder.
Thanks, and hope to see you at a “Depot” near us real soon!

PSMC’S Holiday Party
Saturday, December 8, 2007; 6 PM - 11 PM
Renton Community Center
Hosted by your PSMC Board
Article by Bonnie Lohkamp
The annual PSMC Holiday Party will be
held once again at the Renton Community Center on Saturday, December 8th, 2007. The schedule
will be as follows:
6 PM – 7 PM: Social Hour
7 PM – 8 PM: Dinner
8 PM – 9 PM: Prize Raffle and Awards
9 PM – 11 PM: Dancing to the music of DJ Dabbs
As you can see, due to popular demand, we will have DJ Dabbs
returning to provide the music for dancing once again. The
menu, with two new choices, will be provided by the Renton
Technical Center Culinary Group. You will need to request one
of the following entrees when making your RSVP:
Prime Rib OR
Halibut with Ginger/Lime Sauce OR
Grilled Rosemary Lemon Chicken served with a
Lemon/Caper Sauce.
October 2007

Accompanying the entrees will be a Cesar Salad, Garlic
Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable, Rolls and Butter and sauces for
the Prime Rib. Desserts will be provided by the PSMC Board
Members. Wine, Beer, sodas and water will also be available.
Cost for Wine and Beer will be $3.00 each with the soda and
water being complimentary by PSMC.
Once again, Gayle Lazur has donated her time share at a destination of your choice (depending upon availability) as the grand
prize. We will aslo have many raffle prizes to give out.
PLEASE don’t forget to bring an unwrapped toy (not to exceed
$10.00) to put under the tree for the Toys for Tots program. Your
generosity will be rewarded when a special child, who would
not normally receive a gift on Christmas morning, finds that Santa
did not forget them.
Cost of the Holiday Party will stay the same: $25.00 per person. PLEASE RSVP using the website and email Cindy Smith
at psmc.rsvp@verizon.net with your entrée selection. We
highly encourage that you make your payment in advance (although you can pay at the door). You can send a check, made
to the order of PSMC to: Cindy Smith, 11908 215th PL SE,
Snohomish, WA 98296. Please RSVP and email your entrée
selections NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5,
2007. We will need to get a headcount for the caterers.
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event aftermath
“This is the long & short of it” (Merry Wives of Windsor)
By Charlotte Fellers

Long & short continued from previous column

A thousand miles later…it was a trip not to miss! With more than
a dozen cars making their way to Ashland to see a little
Shakespeare performed on a real outdoor Elizabethan Stage
and to have a little fun tackling some curvy roads in the down
time, most would agree the trip was worth the wait. And, it definitely lived up to the hype.

If you haven’t taken time to visit this remarkable national park,
you should. It offers beautiful scenery, panoramic views of several mountains, and an opportunity to enjoy one of our country’s
many natural preserves.

The week began on a sunny Monday morning south of Olympia.
The drive through Portland proved difficult to keep cars in line,
what with the highway turned into RV Suburbia or at times, looking like a Harley Davidson showroom. Anyway, the first leg of the
run found most people vying for valuable prizes in the 007: James
Bond trivia contest. Twenty questions per leg on each of four
legs Monday tested knowledge of many aspects of Bond’s
lifestyle, women, cars, and theme songs. Winners received their
own personal copies of—you guessed it—Bond DVD’s!
The day was broken up by lunch in a very small town called
Estacada, Oregon, which is the “Christmas Tree Capital” and
the “Northern Portal to the West Cascades Scenic Byway.” (Who
knew?). They do have a great lunch place there, though, so everyone ate their fill before continuing onto the scenic byway
mentioned above.
The evening break ended up in Sisters, Oregon, where Miatas
were tucked into parking spaces all over town as everyone
stretched their legs and had a bit of dinner in a variety of places.
Socializing followed at the superb Best Western in La Pine, and
included an array of beverages, after-dinner chocolates, and a
variety of cheeses and crackers. This rowdy bunch didn’t get a
single call from the cops, nor a knock on the door from neighbors (though they probably should have!).
Tuesday dawned sunny with highs in the 80’s—perfect weather
for a day at one of our nation’s most unusual national parks,
Crater Lake. A string of Miatas entered the park through the North
Entrance, allowing us two options. Some turned left and made
the long loop around the entire lake, while others took the short
loop, which circled about a third of the lake. While both routes
ended up at the main visitor center and historic Crater Lake
Lodge, built in 1914, the adventures were entirely different. The
more adventurous took on a one-mile downhill hike to the lake
and then back up again or ventured onto a nature trail to enjoy
some of the native plant life. The less adventurous stopped at
scenic overlooks, snapped a few photos, or enjoyed a picnic
lunch at one of the many quiet picnic tables in the park.
Some interesting facts about the park:
o

The lake receives more than 530 inches of snow per
year—or more than 44 feet!

o

Crater Lake National Park was so designated in 1902,
becoming one of our nation’s earliest national parks.

o

Crater lake has no inlets or outlets, keeping the water
levels stable year after year.

o

Crater Lake is more than 1,900 feet deep, the deepest
lake in the United States.

Long & short continued next column
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One of the many, many vistas of Crater Lake NP. Photo by
Charlotte Fellers.
The drive to our final destination, Ashland, Oregon, took many
routes, depending on how tired the driver was or how much
time was involved. Our stopping place was the Windmill Inn &
Suites, arguably the nicest hotel in Ashland. Featuring rooms
with several comforts, such as refrigerators and microwaves,
a comfortable hot tub next to the outdoor pool, a free shuttle to
the downtown area, and best of all, complimentary chocolate
chip cookies daily, this hotel proved to be a PSMC favorite.
After two long days of driving, the free day on Wednesday
proved to be a great idea. An informal poll of those in attendance found some taking a short drive to Oregon Caves for a
walk “down under,” some who enjoyed shopping in the quirky
stores downtown, some who went on a drive to nearby winding
roads, and some who took in afternoon plays at the Ashland
Shakespeare Festival.
The group reconvened in late afternoon for the short drive to
Talent, Oregon, just six miles away, to the home of Dennis and
Joanie Thompson, longtime Miata Club members who retired
last year and moved to the area. A potluck dinner accompanied by hotdogs and hamburgers topped off the day, as old
friendships were renewed and socializing commenced.
The Windmill Inn proved to be friendly to the PSMC when we
asked if there was an informal meeting place where our club
could enjoy the beautiful warm evening. They directed us to a
fenced off area near the pool, where most on the trip gathered
after the cookout to enjoy wine, cheese, snacks, and each
other’s company. While this congenial group enjoyed the night
air, the thought crossed our minds that other guests or the management might ask us to tone down our socializing, but no one
did until late into the evening. This made for a fun social time
where all were able to share adventure stories of the week,
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Long & short continued from page 4

Long & short continued from previous column

past PSMC events, and catch up with one another’s personal
lives.

Friday night featured one of the main reasons we went to
Ashland, the Shakespeare Festival’s showing of “The Taming
of the Shrew.” Presented on the Elizabethan Theatre stage, the
show is performed in the open air and without microphones.
But, due to the remarkable construction of the theatre, microphones are not necessary. There’s hardly a bad seat in the house,
and all who attended agreed that this was the show to see this
year.

The one day of wine tasting, led by Ray and Elsje Houghton,
took us on a stunning drive through the Applegate Valley and a
visit to three unique local wineries. The first stop was the small
historic town of Jacksonville, where lunch was the order of the
day, followed by a stop at the Longsword Vineyards. This winery featured a covered tasting area and owners who seemed
to craft designer wines for events like their grandchild’s birth or
a family member’s wedding. The result was an array of whites
and reds that were created to meet the needs of events, but
also sold extremely well. The Academy Winery, our second winery of the day, is operated by a former Stanford University
professor, who taught business courses. What better way to
put that knowledge to use than to buy a winery! His discussion
of wine felt more like a science lecture (what did you expect?)
than a wine tasting, but in the end, the pours were generous
and again, unusual and tasty.The last, and most unusual, stop
of the day was the Troon Winery, where the wine tasting was
coupled with bite-sized food selections made especially for the
PSMC. This outdoor setting was a bit warm at first, (our table
was in full sun), but as the sun moved across the sky, the cool
shade offered welcome relief by the time we reached the Turtle
Brownie Bites coupled with the 2004 Insomnia Porti. All the
wines at Troon Winery had some unusual names, such as the
2005 Alice’s Rose (coupled with a smoked salmon and chive
canapé). And doesn’t the 2006 Druid’s Fluid sound tasty,
coupled with a proccuitto & parmesan pasta salad? Needless
to say, we thought so!

A backstage tour of the festival grounds offers fascinating trivia,
including this unusual data: the festival owns more than 300 wigs.
Each wig is built for the individual actor’s role, and can take up
to 30 hours to design from start to finish; Each costume in each
play is custom made for the play. The costume is then retired;
Every single paid employee has an understudy—even the stage
hands. If someone is unavailable for a cast appearance, then
one of the retired costumes is used for that one show. The only
requirement is that it has to fit the understudy; Where do costumes go to die? They become part of the huge bank of rental
costumes that are used by drama departments in high schools
and colleges around the country; If an understudy is put into place,
it affects up to six people in the cast and crew, since each employee works on at least two plays at a time; The shortest time
for a costume change so far: 15 seconds! (whew!); No one is a
star at the OSF. All cast members share modest dressing rooms.
The upside is, they are employed for about 9 months of the year
at equity salaries; And finally, what many consider the “best seat
in the house” at the Elizabethan Theatre, is row E, seats 2 and
4, which is where Angus Bowmer sat when he attended the theatre. (He was one of the driving forces behind the OSF and a
theatre is named after him).
Doesn’t all this information make you wish you had gone on this
year’s trip? Next time you see the invitation in the newsletter,
don’t miss out! You, too, could own one of Cindy Smith’s incredible “drive packets” which topped the 60-page mark this year.
And, you can have all the fun and memories that you just read
about!

At Longsword Winery. Photo by Tom Smith.
Friday opened with a leisurely morning and a late start time of
11:00 a.m. for a short drive to the Historic Pinehurst Inn at Jenny
Creek. This inn was built in the 1920’s as a roadhouse from
logs harvested on the property, with a major renovation of the
building updating it in 2005. Located along the Green Springs
Highway and along Jenny Creek, this inn closed for the day so
we could enjoy a private seating for lunch. Fresh fruit, homemade rolls, cold cuts, and fresh-brewed iced tea made this a
special meal for our final meeting of the group. The friendly and
accommodating staff even took a group photo of us for the
memory books! (Ed. Note: actually the inn was across the road
and burned down in the early 1970’s; where we had lunch was
originally the local whorehouse!)

Long & short continued next column
October 2007

Founded 72 years ago, the Oregon Shakespeare Festival
started more as a place for locals to see one or two performances a year, in connection with a local festival. The plays were
so successful that the next year, it was expanded. Now, the festival performs a repertory of 11 plays in three theaters (two indoor
and one outdoor), and sells about 360,000 tickets a year. They
operate on an annual budget topping $24 million (that’s with an
“m”).

Group photo at the Pinehurst Inn. Photo contributed by
Charlotte Fellers.
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Gathering 2007

Road Trip to So. Bend

By Charlotte Fellers

By Dee Dahlke (‘99 Silver “RD DNCR”) and
Duncan Johnson

The Gathering for 2007 has come & gone and it was a memorable one, as always! This year ’s event was extremely
well-attended, with about 110 people making an appearance.
Even the weather cooperated to give us a fantastic day to enjoy
the many planned activities.
Held at Coop’s Miata, the Board rewarded Bill Cooper’s hard
work over the years to provide a place for Miata events by presenting him with a lifetime membership in the PSMC. Needless
to say, Coop was happily surprised. In addition, he received a
$100 Visa Gift Card for all his efforts, not only this year, but in
past years.
“There’s no doubt that our club events would suffer greatly without Coop’s help, his energy, and his loyalty to the goals of the
club,” Bonnie Lohkamp, PSMC President, noted. Coop opens
his home and acreage to the club for the Gathering and the
Detailing Day every year, and also takes care of overseeing
setup and cleanup for these events. He provides storage for
club supplies and has provided all the needed items to allow
the club to serve meals at club events as well (i.e. a freezer, a
refrigerator, a commercial-sized grill, and storage for paper
goods). As if that’s not enough, Coop serves as a Director on
the PSMC Board.
Another pleasant surprise at this year’s Gathering was the food.
The “Kitchen Magicians,” led by board member Rosa Umemoto,
served up a homemade lunch of skewered chicken, pasta salad,
Caesar salad, homemade French bread, homemade cookies,
and iced drinks of every variety. Thanks to Rosa and her crew,
the food was delicious, healthy, and plentiful! Thanks, Rosa!
Coop didn’t fail this year to provide members with a variety of
“car amusements.” An obstacle course that involved backing
the Miata in and out of a tight spot, and dexterity at hitting targets with matching balls made for an interesting day of fun driving
and viewing by amused spectators
Finally, the Concours d’ Elegance did not disappoint—about a
dozen cars vied for the title in three classes: Miata Stock, Miata
Modified, and People’s Choice.
If you missed out on this year’s event, remember to mark your
calendar for the last weekend in August of 2008, for a great
time with your Miata Club friends and lots of good food and
drink!

OTM drivers
beware! No
OTMs are
allowed to park
in amongst the
Miatas at the
annual Gathering! Photo by
Tom Smith.

Another dawn launch in the name of motorsports as we headed
off to the Centralia breakfast which started the 3rd annual Corvette & Miata multi-club road run to the South Bend “Come And
Play On Labor Day” Parade. With invited guests, we had a pack
of four sports cars coming down the freeway from Puyallup, and
we were just a tad too far back to catch the main Corvettes de
Olympia squadron as they blended onto the highway ahead of
us in Tumwater. But soon we were all at Country Cousin restaurant, including (we think) PSMC enthusiasts: Mindy Bohnas, your
reporters Dee Dahlke & Duncan Johnson (but he was with the
other group in his red ’72 Corvette roadster,) Laurie & Ron
Doering, Charlotte Fellers, Sally & Jim Hightchew, Sandy
McKnight & Maury Fugitt, and Sally & Bob Thomas. Bill Bell
and Pam joined later at the Raymond pit stop, and Rosa & Randy
Umemoto met us at the parade start.
There were ultimately 11 Chevrolet Corvettes rumbling in from
our companion club Corvettes de Olympia as well. Fun people
and nice machines, another great choice in our wonderful world
of sports cars.

Well, it was a dual run with Corvette Club! Photo by Mindy
Bohnas.
To get out of Centralia (not really a city, more like an incorporated freeway interchange w/outlet mall) we again headed toward
Galvin, but this time veered south above the riverbank, up through
an “area of finer homes” as they say in Real Estate, and thence
down South Scheuber Rd. to Claquato Church and out Stearns
Rd. to Littell. These last couple of thoroughfares should be recorded in anyone’s notebook of “Private Roads.” That is, great
sports car roads that we don’t tell the general public about lest
they start driving on them and crowding out us enthusiasts. We
were asked how we find these back roads. Simple. Look at a
detailed map(s), find the thinnest and twistiest lines connecting
where you want to go, and get out there and explore for a couple
of days, taking copious notes. Then invite your friends.
Your “other” reporter (Duncan) was up front in his vintage Corvette named “Mistress,” and the old gal required steady hands
and feet on the controls to keep the tour moving at a pace that
would not attract the Local Authorities, who were out in force for
the holiday weekend. We cruised in to Pe Ell and had a rest
stop, then pressed on to Menlo, where we made our usual side
trip up the hill past Fern Hill Cemetery. This road has one of the
best 180-degree hairpins in Washington, followed by a series
of downhill reverse S-bends. It had been resurfaced earlier this
year, but the loose gravel had been cleaned up as of our test
run just before the tour so we didn’t think to warn anyone of it in

Road trip continued on page 7
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Road trip continued from page 6
the route instructions. This year it was the Corvettes’ turn to lead
the pack, and wouldn’t you know, “Mistress” seriously bottomed
her exhaust pipes on one bump and that ripped loose a slice of
the new pavement and the rear tires sprayed it everywhere. For
which Duncan apologizes to those following him. Meanwhile,
Dee had been holding the Miatas back so we could zoom-zoom
up this road and (of course) catch the Corvettes. With the coast
clear we were having quite the run... and then we discovered
the “marbles” the Corvettes had scattered all over the road...
thus getting into all kinds of fun dirt-track-style sliding around.
We easily caught up to the Corvette club pack, and they later
tried to claim a “pace car” had come out (a local farm truck) and
had put a damper on their antics up front. Yeah, right. Oh, well,
we all got to the usual Raymond McDonald’s for a pit stop OK.
The South Bend parade was HUGE this year. PSMC staged in
28th place and the Corvette unit was 56th. The roadsides were
jam-packed with spectators from one end to the other, and this
is not a short parade. Obviously the organizers are doing something right with their big Labor Day festivities. Pacific County
has never really recovered economically from the hits the timber and fishing industries took years back, and if our clubs can
have our fun AND help make their parade a success, then that
is “giving back to the community,” too. And that is goodness.
There were so many “paraders” that the finish line cookout ran
out of sodas and hot dog buns. Nothing quite like a naked hot
dog with mustard and foil. Rain was threatening now and many
tops went up. Much of the Corvette contingent headed for their
traditional Artic Tavern debriefing, and Randy & Rosa invited
many Miatas to their local fish fry. We personally took a mix of
four cars to Aberdeen for a pre-planned lunch at Billy’s “more
atmosphere than air” Restaurant and former (we think) bordello.
One more Miata joined us there, having come a separate route.
Now visualize this scenario. Duncan was leading in his old Corvette, followed by another modern Corvette, followed by two
Miatas. This tour always traditionally has some kind of “incident” on the road, and this year it was provided by a big
wallowing Cadillac Escalade truck, swerving and struggling
mightily to maintain 30 mph through the 50 mph (posted) curves
at the summit just south of Cosmopolis. And our little pack arrived from behind at a rather higher velocity than the Caddy’s,
just where the two lanes were choking down to one. Oh well,
THIS is why we drive high performance sports cars! Downshift
a gear, put your foot in it and steer more. Promptly the flagship
of The Standard Of The World was nicely put away by our group
of highway playmates. Zoom-Zoom indeed! See you for this
run next year.

The Princess & The
Bombshell
By Rosa Umemoto
Photos by Randy Umemoto
According to her Daddy, Bruce, “Hurricane” (Katie) decided one
morning that she wanted to be in the South Bend Kiddies parade. The theme of that parade was: “When I grow up I want to
be a __________.” Katie wants to be a princess – and has
been convinced for most of her life that being a princess is her
calling. This year she wore her Belle dress, tiara and opera
gloves (her Auntie Deb understands princess attire) and insisted
her mom make a sash for her. For those of us who have had our
own young princesses, you can understand Katie being dubbed
by her mother as “Princess High Maintenance.” Her sister, aka
“The Bombshell” (Allison) is now a tomboy – and now wants to
be a fisherman. Brother “Conan the Destroyer” (Gabe), who is
four years old, was content to watch the parade from the sidelines and eat Mickey D’s French Fries.
On Sunday’s South Bend’s Grand Parade, Princess High Maintenance was still wearing her Belle Dress, sash and the blue
ribbon she won in the kiddies parade (everyone’s a winner in
that parade). And Rosa Umemoto had the privilege of driving
her in the parade and having her highness announced and introduce as they went by the official’s stand, while Mindy Bohnas
had the pleasure of driving “The Bombshell.”

Miata sunglasses for that one day of summer! Photo by
Mindy Bohnas.
October 2007
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autocross
Autocross
Roundup

October Autocross
For details see wwscc.org

By Denise Williamson
‘Round and ‘round and ‘round we go…. No, we haven’t joined
NASCAR, but there have been so many autocrosses, our
heads are spinning! There are seven events to tell you about,
so this article will be a bit dry.
First up is Miatacross, held August 5 in Everett. There were
139 entrants, four runs, and good weather. Rich Blake won
first place in Stock C with a 42.115. Cisco Castro won first
place in Improved B with a 41.945, followed by TJ McGeary in
third place (43.280) and Christy Castro in fourth (46.943).
Open Street had the now-familiar 1-2-3 PSMC punch with Brett
Wilson in first with a 38.794, Dieter Beldi in second with a
39.577, and Bob Bundy in third with a 39.554. Randy
Umemoto placed seventh in Novice AM with a 47.579, followed by Scott Keenholts in eight (48.509) and Dillon Boyer
in ninth (49.141). In Pro1, Glen Hernandez placed sixth with a
GS (Mini Cooper S) indexed time of 32.945, followed by
Enrique Garcia in eleventh with an STS2 (Miata) indexed time
of 36.094, and Alan Dahl in thirteenth with an AS (Pontiac
Solstice GXP) indexed time of 37.223. Mindy Bohnas placed
first in the PSMC-Stock class in her gorgeous 2005 MX-5 with
a 47.194. The PSMC-Non-Stock class was popular, having
four entrants: John Kabigting placed first with a 44.134, John
Mann placed second with a 45.177, Sean McGriff placed third
with a 48.377, and Brian Louderback placed fourth with a
50.245. Kudos for Top Ten Times of the event (unindexed) goes
to Brett Wilson (eighth) and Dieter Beldi (tenth).
Next up is the Bremerton Sports Car Club’s Event #6, held in
Bremerton. There were 135 entrants, including six PSMC
members. In Sports C, Tom Slipp placed fourth with a 50.744,
and Chris Halstead placed sixth (in an RX-7) with a 53.480.
Dieter Beldi won the Large Sedan class (in a Mazdaspeed3)
with a 48.676. John Kabigting placed second in PAX with an
STS2 indexed time of 44.113, and TJ McGeary placed fifth in
Novice with a 52.314. Kudos for Top Ten Times of the event
(unindexed) goes to Brett Wilson, who ran a 47.759 in the
Time Only PM class.
The Sports Car Club of America’s Packwood National Tour was
held August 18-19, and what an event it was. There were a lot
of entrants in this two day event, four of them PSMC members.
Glen Hernandez placed seventh in Super Stock (Lotus Elise)
with a combined time of 115.059. Alan Dahl won A Stock
(Pontiac Solstice GXP) with a 123.086. Dieter Beldi placed
eighth in D Stock (Mazdaspeed3) with a 122.585. Enrique
Garcia placed second in Street Touring 2 (Miata) with a
124.518.
The Sports Car Club of America’s Packwood ProSolo was held
August 25-16, with four PSMC drivers attending. For the “regular” portion of this event (when you compete against people
within your class only), here are the results: Glen Hernandez
placed third in Super Stock (Lotus Elise) with a combined time
of 52.689, Alan Dahl placed fourth in A Stock (Pontiac Sol-

2

BSCC Monthly Meeting @ Round Table Pizza,
Gig Harbor

6

WWSCC Coneheads Practice @ Everett West

7

WWSCC Championship #8 – Sports Car Spec
tacular @ Everett West

9

NWR/SCCA Solo Committee Meeting @ Bill’s
Bodacious BBQ, Renton

12

BSCC Track Event #4 @ Bremerton Raceway

13

BSCC Autocross School @ Bremerton Race
way

14

BSCC Autocross #8 @ Bremerton Raceway

15

WWSCC Council Meeting @ Rogue Brewery,
Issaquah

21

NWR/SCCA Regional #8 @ Bremerton Race
way

Autocross continued from previous column
stice GXP) with a 53.737, Dieter Beldi placed fifth in D Stock
(Mazdaspeed3) with a 56.634, and TJ McGeary placed sixth
in Street Touring 2 (Miata) with a 60.319. The “challenge” portion of the event was divided into to parts. For the
championship challenge, if you’re very fast overall, you get to
run. If you don’t qualify for the championship challenge, you
can throw your name in the hat for the bonus challenge. No
one in PSMC qualified for the championship challenge, but
two names were drawn for the bonus challenge: Dieter and
TJ. Guess who was first up out of the blocks? Dieter and
TJ. Dieter won the match-up and moved onto the second
round. I’m not sure what happened to his opponent, but I think
they red-lit and disqualified themselves. This moved Dieter
onto the third and final round, where he barely finished behind
the bonus challenge winner. So, Dieter won second place in
his very first bonus challenge ever!
For the third weekend in a row, we went to another two day
event. This time, it was the Canadian Auto-slalom Championships, held September 1-2 in Pitt Meadows, British
Columbia. No, you do not have to be Canadian to run in their
events…. Anyway, I hadn’t autocrossed in a long time, and
thought this sounded like fun. About 20 of us from the Puget
Sound area headed over the border, and did we ever have
fun! We all did well, with PSMC being represented by me
and Glen. Glen borrowed a Civic for the Touring 1 class. He
placed first on Saturday, but his Sunday times dropped him to
third overall (the car owner won). I placed first and last both
days and overall, since I was the lone entrant in E Stock Ladies. It was just as well, as I did not have race tires. The
banquet Sunday evening was at a country club, with the best

Autocross continued next column
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autocross
Autocross continued from page 8
banquet food I have ever had. There were all sorts of salads
(Caesar, pasta, etc.), appetizers (I stocked up on smoked
salmon, lemon prawns, smoked mussels), and entrees (chicken,
fish, and beef). Anyway, our Canadian friends worked hard and
put on a fantastic event (did I mention the newly-paved lot?).
We will be back for more!
Also held September 2 was SCCA’s Event #7 in Bremerton.
There were 171 entrants, nine of them PSMC members. Rich
Blake won Stock 2 with and ES indexed time of 37.932. Dieter
Beldi won Stock 3 with a DS indexed time of 36.691. In NonStock 4, TJ McGeary placed ninth with an STS2 indexed time
of 39.568, and Russ Hill placed tenth with an STS2 indexed
time of 41.285. It was a PSMC 1-2-3 in Street Mod 2, with
Brett Wilson placing first (48.274), Rickey Carlson placing
second (55.828), and Enrique Garcia (in Brett’s car) placing
third (53.157). In Open PAX, Alan Dahl placed ninth with an
AS indexed time of 36.851, and Tim Irwin placed twentieth
with a BS indexed time of 38.974. Top Ten kudos for this event
goes to Dieter Beldi, who placed seventh overall in indexed
times.
Last but not least is the Bremerton Sports Car Club’s Event #7,
held September 3. In Sports C, Tom Slipp placed fifth with a
46.861, and Chris Halstead placed sixth with a 48.189. Dieter Beldi won Large Sedan with a 44.686, and TJ McGeary
won Novice with a 45.930.
Photos for many of these events can be found at http://
autocrossplus.exposuremanager.com/g/autocross
Coming next month: Autocross Mecca: the SCCA Solo National Championships, from Topeka, Kansas!

T. J. McGeary and Dieter Beldi at the Packwood Pro.
Photo by Denise Williamson.

Alan Dahl at the Packwood NT. Photo by
Denise Williamson.
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Miatacross Thanks!
By Denise Williamson
Another Miatacross is under our belts, and there are a lot of
people to thank. The first person I saw was Gail Lazur. I just
want to call her “Sunshine”, because she really made my day!
Then there’s Karen Perry, who cheerfully relieved Gail at the
front gate. It’s just not a “real” PSMC event unless I get a hug
from Karen. Rosa Umemoto, if it wasn’t for you, I wouldn’t
have been able to get lunch, and boy do I appreciate that! Thank
you, ladies, for doing the front gate waivers. That wasn’t so bad
now, was it?
Sean McGriff again stepped up to the plate as Event Chair
and Chief of Workers and maker-of-trophies, along with Pam
McGriff. For those of you who think this event is easy to organize and run, it’s not – Sean just made it seem that way because
of all the work done prior to the event. Dieter Beldi – what can
I say? You da man! The course you designed pleased all, even
those persnickety Corvette drivers. Mindy Bohnas once again
ran a smooooooth Registration table and team. Bonnie
Lohkamp, you are crazy, driving with a slipper on and all. You
are just plain crazy, but that’s one of the reasons we like you.
Glen Hernandez, you are the ultimate Chief of Grid, and you
cheerfully did it even though you are guilty by association. No
wonder you’ve been Chief of Grid at Nationals so many times. I
saved the best for last, and here he is: Bill Cooper, Chief of
Tech. That was the best Tech EVER! I heard zero comments
about Tech this year. Impressive! Any and all WW clubs need
to look to Coop’s example of how Tech should be run. A stellar
job that did not go unnoticed!
Did you go to the Gathering? How about the Holiday Party? If
so, you should thank these people. They raised the money.
Without them, these events either would not occur or have a
much higher cost to you.
That said, this was the last year that Glen and I will chief at
Miatacross. We have chiefed for many years now, and are
frankly tired of constantly begging a 200+ member club to help
raise money for their own events. The money is happily spent,
yet the same few people bust theirs buns every year to raise it.
I’ve been saying this for years, and I’ll say it again: Autocross is
an inappropriate fundraiser for PSMC due to the reasons above.
Do you want events like the Gathering and Holiday Party to continue? Then get busy thinking of how to raise funds. The same
people have been doing it for years. Now it’s YOUR turn.

Glen Hernandez at Packwood NT. Photo by Denise
Williamson.
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New Faces

PSMC Parade Unit Wins
Again!

We hope to meet you at
an event soon!

By Bonnie Lohkamp

By Randy Umemoto
Tina Dickey & Alec Muzzy Woodinville, WA

00 Silver

Kim Gile & Paul Patino

Tacoma, WA

92 Silver

Brad & Pam Gibbs

Sammamish, WA 06 Copper Red

Kathy & Ron Larkin

Kent, WA

02 Yellow

Arnie & Judy Danberg

Port Ludlow, WA

07 Silver

Familiar Faces
Try a new Miata Event this year!

The PSMC Parade unit once again participated in the Mukilteo
Lighthouse Festival parade on September 9, 2007. We had a
total of 6 cars in the parade to carry dignitaries and special
volunteers for the community. Unfortunately, Larry had to work,
but I managed to twist a couple of arms and got a gal I used to
work with to drive my car so I could drive Larry’s. Fortunately,
we had a few “dignitary no-shows” so we were able to enter 3
cars in the “Car Club Class” of the parade and guess what?
WE WON FIRST PLACE!!!! While our parade unit has won
many awards this year, this was our first first place for the year.
Not only were we announced as the first place winners in our
class as we drove by the review stand, but they also publicly
announced their appreciation of the PSMC volunteers who have
carried the many special dignitaries and volunteers for the community for many of the past years.

David & Vickie Olson

02 Titanium

2 yrs

Dana Ruth Wilber

99 White

2 yrs

Ken & Leeza Visconti

94 White

6 yrs

Daniel & Lynanne White

92 Sunburst Yellow

1 yr

John & Barb Young

00 Mahogany Mica

6 yrs

Rebecca Magner

95 Red

2 yrs

Doug & Donna Ruth Simpson 07 Red

5 yrs

Kevin Gilbert & Faith Young

90 Red

5 yrs

John Powers & Chrissy Lewis 00 Gold

2 yrs

Ric Seymour

97 Red

10 yrs

Tom & Meredith Cleveland

00 Mahogany Mica

2 yrs

Jim & Nancy Davis

03 Garnet Red

3 yrs

Donna & Carl Benson

92 Black

15 yrs

Tom & Cindy Smith

00 Green

7 yrs

Martin & Margaret Brinck

95 Red

11 yrs

Leah & Steve Ford

94 Red

4 yrs

Laurie & Ron Doering

94 Red

1 yr

Ron & Nancy Edmiston

00 Mahogany Mica

7 yrs

Darrell & Stephanie Hooper

99 Green Mica

4 yrs

John & Linda Mann

02 Yellow

1 yr

Fredrick & Bev Rudd

01 BRG

10 yrs

Rob & Kelly Meldrum

94 Red

1 yr

Barbara Mitten

91 BRG

4 yrs

Faces continued from previous column
99 Red

14 yrs

After the parade, the parade group came over to my house for
the “annual after the Mukilteo Parade barbeque”, which not only
included hamburgers, hot dogs and all the trimmings but also
Bonnie’s famous bucket of Margaritas. Mindy, who unfortunately
could not make the parade, was still able to join us for the BBQ
and later was able to join Larry and me for dinner once Larry
got home for work. A final stop at Starbucks and she was off for
her long drive home.
And of course, the weather was gorgeous this year and a very
enjoyable time was had by all.

WANTED
NEEDED
MUST HAVE
Assistant Sounder Editor ASAP
Before present editor
SPONTANEOUSLY COMBUSTS!
Present editor would love to share duties of Sounder
newsletter: formatting, editing and layout. No experience
with Pagemaker or Adobe Photoshop necessary.
Please call Cindy at 360-668-5508 or email her at
tomaci@verizon.net NOW if you can provide her some
assistance.

Brian Brewer

94 Black

15 yrs

Kazi & Errol Scott

J. Davis Mock

94 Red

1 yr

Rosa & Randy Umemoto

00 Mahogany Mica

15 yrs

Jack & Mary Ann Wise

96 White

1 yrs

Faces continued next column
10

Puget Sound Miata Club Newsletter

October 2007

club bizz
President’s Message
By Bonnie Lohkamp, PSMC President
By the time you read this, we will be entering October
already. Where has the summer gone? Of course, this
can be one of the most beautiful times of the year for a
drive – especially up in the mountains to see the leaves
start to turn. In fact, Larry and I decided that instead of vacationing in
Florida this year, we are taking the first 10 days of October to take
some day trips with an occasional overnighter around this neck-of-thewoods!.
Our Gathering in August was a great success with a wonderful turnout
of approximately 110 people (our largest attendance in the last seven
years). Randy and Rosa outdid themselves on the food with all the preparation and perfection it was! We had lots of door prizes in addition,
along with a one per car gift give away at registration. We had some
great new games this year and it was a lot of fun seeing who could hit
the most cones in one of them (I thought the idea was to miss them????)
The Concours D’Elegance was well attended with lots of clean and shiny
cars. Parade cars were on display, along with new member information, where we actually signed up a few new members. And Mazda of
Everett sent out a representative to let our members know of all the
good deals awaiting them at their dealership.
Our calendar for October looks rather bare with only the Final Haunted
Places Tour on the 27th. However, that leaves lots of room for YOUR
spur of the moment drive. Our members love it when you ask them if
Your Miata Can Come Out And Play. October’s weather usually has
several top-down days before the rain hits in November, so please, if
you think of something fun to do, give us a holler and get your event on
the website!
Your board is also hard at work on getting the Holiday Party on December 8th (see page 3) finalized and don’t forget the Planning Meeting that
is coming up on November 4th (see page 3). Be sure to attend and get
your events on next year’s calendar. Also, my thanks to Sophia McSherry
for helping us locate a venue in the South Sound. The next planning
meeting will be in January 2008 up in the North Sound.

OFFICERS/DIRECTORS
WEB COMMITTEE
CHIEF OFFICERS
Operating ________________________ Bonnie Lohkamp
Executive ____________________________ Cindy Smith
Communications ____________________ Dannie Brandt
Financial ___________________________ Sean McGriff

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Bill Bell
Mindy Bohnas
Mark Brandt
Christy Castro

Allan Ohlsen
Randy Umemoto
Rosa Umemoto

APPOINTED POSITIONS
Insurance Coordinator
Data Coordinator
Parade Coordinator
Asst. Parade Coordinator
Sounder Editor
Webmaster
Autocross Rep

Dannie Brandt
Randy Umemoto
Bonnie Lohkamp
Lindanne Gores
Cindy Smith
Nathan Allan
Denise Williamson

WEB COMMITTEE

“Live for sunny days and warm nights”

Thanks to the following Miata dealers
who provide PSMC member discounts
(simply show your PSMC Card):
Coop’s Miata of Maple Valley (425) 432-9666
Doug’s Lynnwood Mazda (425) 774-3551
Harbor Freight Tools (Everett store only) (425)
513-6213
Mazda of Everett (425) 353-3403
Pinnacle Mazda of Renton (425) 271-2700
Russ Dunmire Mazda of Tacoma (253) 473-2440
University Mazda of Seattle (206) 634-1191
Whidbey Island Mazda of Oak Harbor (360)
675-2218
October 2007

Bill Cooper
Charlotte Fellers
Jim Hightschew
Gayle Lazur

Puget Sound Miata Club Newsletter

Webmaster/EIO
Assistant Webmaster
Classified Ads/Specialty Programmer
Special Graphics
Forum Administrator

Nathan Allan
Mindy Bohnas
John Young
Mike Springer
David Whooley

MEMBERSHIP
The club operates as a non-profit organization and relies
primarily on volunteer services. However, sponsorship of
events, the publication and mailing of the monthly newsletter and operating supplies constitute a financial burden that
must be met by the membership. Make your Miata experience more enjoyable-join and participate. To keep the club
meaningful and solvent, we need your support.
To join go online at pugetsoundmiataclub.org or send your
name, address and check for $30 (annual chapter dues) to:

Puget Sound Miata Club
3901 SW Hanford
Seattle WA 98116
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2007 Calendar

For details about these events or to RSVP, check out the Calendar at
pugetsoundmiataclub.org

October 2007
27

AUTOS FOR SALE

November 2007
4
11
18

Southend Planning Meeting hosted by PSMC
Board (see page 3
Veterans’ Day Run (tentative) hosted by Many
(see page 3
Turkey Teaser hosted by McGriff (see page 2)

December 2007
1
8

Classifieds

Final Haunted Places Tour hosted by Smith &
McSherry (see page 2)

Shelton Holiday Parade
PSMC Holiday Party hosted by PSMC Board (see
page 3)

1993 Miata
Black with tan leather interior, package C, 106,000 miles.
5 SP manual with super charger and chrome everywhere.
Original owner with original paperwork & never been
wrecked. Power windows, power locks, stock Pioneer AM/
FM cassette/CD player. Lots of upgrades include: A/C,
chrome style bar, spoiler, dual exhaust, suspension, 15”
chrome wheels with Yokohama tires, Cobra type chrome
gas cap, modified stationary headlights.
$8,990 OBO. Call Ron Krohmer @ 480.292.1351

PARTS FOR SALE
Holiday continued from page 3
There is also a reserved block of 10 rooms (5 King Bed and 5
Queen Bed) at the Quality Inn located across the highway at
1850 SE Mapleview, Renton. They are going for a rate of 79.00
plus tax for those of you that would like to relax and not drive
home after the party, The hotel can be reached at 425-226-7600.
You must mention Puget Sound Miata Club when placing your
reservation to get the special rate. The rooms will be held till
November 30th before they are released to the general public.
This will be a wonderful festive affair and we hope to see many
of you there to celebrate the holiday season with your Miata
family.

For Sale: “Goodwin” all stainless muffler for 06/07s, used
very little. Paid just over $400.00 including freight but willing to sell for $250.00 or best offer. Also, will deliver up to
about 100 miles from Puyallup/Graham (good excuse for a
road trip) as it just fits in the trunk and would be a real headache to pack for shipping. Please contact Doug Simpson
at 253.279.1532 (cell), 253.875.2754 (home) or email me
at dougsimpson1962@earthlink.net.
BRAND NEW, NEVER USED COCKPIT COVER FROM
MOSS for a ’99 Miata or older. Cost was $49.90 with shipping. Price negotiable. Call Dana at 425-349-3460 or email
at danaruthwilber@hotmail.com.

Anyone who has gone on
a tour with Charlotte
Fellers knows that
Charlotte has a tendency to zip by a turn or
make a right turn when
she should be turning
left. Needless to say, she
stayed so true to form on
the Shaken(speare) Tour
in August that we could
not resist “reporting”
her “missing.” Photo by
Tom Smith.
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