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1st Monthly Social Northend
Sat., January 6, 2007 @
Planning
6PM, Everett, WA
Hosted by Bonnie &
Meeting
Larry Lohkamp

Are you suffering from the long
dark days of winter and not much contact with
your Miata family? Well, we have a solution. After many requests from folks in the club, we have
decided to host of what we hope will be the first
of many Monthly club socials. These socials will
be held at various locations in the Puget Sound
area, but this one will be in the north end at our
home in Everett. We will start at 6:00PM and have
decided that a potluck will be the order of the
day. Fix up your favorite dish, whether it be a main

Saturday, January 20, 2007
Newport Bay Restaurant, Kirkland
@ 12 Noon
Hosted by PSMC Board
Did you miss out on the Planning Meeting in
November? Do you have some ideas that you
would like to share with the Club? Is there an
event you want to put on? Do you enjoy good
food and socializing with friends? If you can answer yes to any of these questions, then you

Social continued on page 2

Meeting continued on page 3

Skagit River Eagle Hunt
Saturday, January 13, 2007
Arlington Denny’s on I-5, exit 208 @ 8:15 AM
Hosted by Weber and Brandt
The Federal Government may have placed the American Bald
Eagle on the Endangered Species List and declared it to be illegal to hunt the symbol of our
country . . . . but we are going to do it anyway! Okay, so we won’t be using weapons or traps, nor do
we intend to harm the birds in anyway, but hunt them is exactly what we will do!
As good hunters, we will need to get an early start so we can catch our prey unawares as they feast
on the chum salmon of the Upper Skagit River. For your convenience, we have moved the starting
point much further south than in years past. We will be meeting at the Denny’s in Arlington. From
the South take I-5 North to Exit #208, turn right onto Highway 530 and pull into Denny’s back
parking area to join the group. From the North, take I-5 South and take exit #208 and turn left and
pull into Denny’s. Driver’s meeting will be at 8:30 AM and we will be heading out as quickly as
possible after that. We recommend you take this opportunity to catch breakfast at either Denny’s
or the nearby Turkey House which opens at 7:30 AM. For a latte for the road, may we suggest you
visit the giant coffee pot across the highway from the Turkey House.
Don’t forget to outfit yourself with the latest in hunting gear. You will need your camera, binoculars,
scopes and patience. Oh, how we love the smell of ozone from those digital cameras in the morning! Also don’t forget to dress for the weather and to bring some nourishment to hold you over until
we have bagged our limit.
We will end the day with a late lunch at Bob’s Burger and Brew near Sedro Wooley before going
our separate ways.
If you need to contact us the morning of the event, call 425.422.8430.

upcoming events
2nd Sloppy Saturday
February 10, 2007 @ 10:30 AM
Woodinville Top Foods
Hosted by McGriff and Smith
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ADVERTISING

Don’t bother to wash your car or clean the windows. Just
fill up the windshield washer and gas tank and join us for the Second Sloppy
Saturday on February 10th. We are going to hit the back roads where the
sand trucks have recently been pouring mountains of traction assistance
throughout Snohomish County during the most recent weather event. And
the way the weather has been this year, there is likely to be a lot of dirt and
crud still on the roads.
Sean has planned the last two years, so this one is going to be a “Tom
Run.” If you aren’t familiar with a Tom Run, it goes like this: Show up at the
appointed time, get some vague instructions if I had a chance to do a prerun, and follow the Miata in front of you. With luck, we will stay with the
original planned route. If not, we do some creative detours. We will get to
our end destination eventually, but it drives Cindy crazy because she’s the
planner in the family.
Our destination is going to be Eddie’s Trackside Tavern in Monroe. Great
burgers and a good beer selection awaits those brave enough to get the
cars really dirty.
Start time: Driver’s meeting at 10:45 AM; departing at 11:00 AM.
End time: When we get there, probably around 2-ish.
Starting point: Woodinville Top Foods parking lot (17641 Garden Way
NE). There are rest rooms, donuts, and a Starbucks in the Top Foods
store.
Directions to Top Foods (avoiding downtown Woodinville):
From North or South I-405, take Hwy 522 towards Monroe/Wenatchee (exit
23A); once on Hwy 522, merge over one lane; take the NE 195th Exit (second exit once you are on 522); turn right at the signal
(Woodinville-Snohomish Rd NE); at the second signal (and ‘Y’), bear right,
keeping on the Woodinville-Snohomish Rd NE). Left turn on NE Mill Rd
(signal); right turn on Garden Way NE (signal); Top Foods will be on your
right hand side.

Social continued from page 1

Classified - member......................... .........................free
Classified - nonmember/business ............................ $20.00
1/4 page ................................................................... $35.00
1/2 page ................................................................... $65.00

dish, side or dessert. We will provide all the tableware, a selection of beverages and an appetizer,
although if an appetizer is your favorite dish, please
feel free to bring yours too.

LEGAL STUFF

Let’s plan on an evening of fun and good conversation; if you have a favorite DVD, bring it along
too just in case the conversation wanes (which we
doubt). So wipe off the rain and come on over.

The Chapter assumes no liability for any information contained herein; or injury or damage resulting from the use of
this information. The ideas, opinions, maintenance or modification tips expressed are to be used at the reader’s discretion. Individual contributors and/or the editors express no approval, authentication or endorsement.

Please RSVP via the website or to blokamp@comcast.net or by phone at
425-347-0361
Hope to see you there!!!!

ps-miata.org
Visit our website for the latest club info, links
to other Miata sites and more.
2

Directions to Bonnie’s: From North or South I-5: Take exit 189 onto WA –
526 West, going towards Mukilteo/Whidbey Island; take the Evergreen
Way exit; left turn onto Evergreen; right on Casino Road; right on 5th Ave
W. which turns into Hardeson Road. Go about ½ mile to 7701 Hardeson,
which is on the right.
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upcoming events
Red Wine & Chocolate
Tour

Save the Date - and Your Appetite!

Final Installment

The “Cooking in the
Cockpit” Run

Sunday, February 18, 2007

Coming June 8-10, 2007

Hosted by Tom & Cindy Smith

Hosted by Andrew Locke

This will be our final North Sound Red Wine and Chocolates
Tour. This year, we have hopes to visit three of our favorite
wineries from the past two years and one new one: Eleven Winery in Bainbridge (the new one); Lost Mountain Winery in
Sequim; Fair Winds in Port Townsend; and the Whidbey Island
Winery and Vineyards in Langley. That means there will be a
lot of backroads driving (well, it is a car club! ) and it will be a
three-ferry day (what better way to view our beautiful area than
criss-crossing our Sound). We will start with the Bainbridge Ferry
(8:45 AM) move to the Port Townsend/Keystone Ferry (2:15 PM
or 3:45 PM) and round out the day with the Mukilteo/Clinton
Ferry (5:30 PM on).

Ahhh the New Year…time for fresh starts and, of course, those
New Year’s Resolutions. Perhaps one of your resolutions is to
try out a new Miata run? Or perhaps your resolution is to cook
more at home and eat out less? Well, how about a Miata event
that takes care of both in one fell swoop? Dustin and I got you
covered! This coming June, we will be leading the first ever
Cookin’ In the Cockpit Run down to Cannon Beach, Oregon.
This run will feature a beautiful drive along the ocean along with
a special cooking class (complete with wine pairings) at the
Evoo Cooking School in Cannon Beach (www.evoo.biz). So, if
you like beautiful drives, cooking, drinking wine and/or eating,
this run is for you. More information about this event will be
forthcoming in next month’s Sounder. Save the date (June 810)!!!

That is, if our prerun proves it possible!
Regardless, there will be a wine tour – even if we have to eliminate one of our favorites – and it will start with the 8:45 AM
Bainbridge Island Ferry.
The tickets this year will be $20 per person and are available
online (the new registration form is not yet up) or at the door.
For more information on the event (and future ticket purchases),
you may go www.northsoundwineries.org.

At the Evoo
Cooking School.
Image from
www.evoo.biz

For groups that exceed 15 people, the Association needs to
be contacted well in advance as some of the wineries have
limited parking and/or accommodations. If you plan on attending this year’s tour, then please RSVP me at tomaci@verizon.net
as soon as possible.
More information regarding this tour will be in the February
Sounder, as well as on the website.

Stephanie Smith at
Haystack Rock,
Cannon Beach, OR.
Photo taken by Cindy
Smith on the Madonna
Run of 2006.

Meeting continued from page 1
belong at the January Planning Meeting. We will be firming up some of the
calendar plans that were made in November as well as coming up with
even more events and activities. We
will be enjoying the excellent food of
the Newport Bay restaurant in
Kirkland. So, come on down and have
a say in the future of your club!!

Remember

Directions: From I-405: Take Exit
#14 onto WA-520; take the 108th Ave NE exit, going right on
108th; next left on Northup Way, Restaurant will be on your
right. From I-5: Take exit 168b onto WA -520 East; take the
Lake Washington Blvd NE exit ONTO Lake Washington Blvd.;
make a hard right onto Northup Way. Restaurant will be on
your left.
January 2007

You can now get your
Sounder via email instead
of snail mail. It’s easy, just
send an email to sounder@comcast.net
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upcoming events
007: Shaken (-speare) Not Stirred
August 13 - 18, 2007
Hosted by Smith, McSherry & Houghton
It’s b-a-a-a-c-k!
If you missed out on the first tour and wanted to go, then get out your pencils, mark your calendars
and tell your boss that you need August 13th through August 18th off because we’re doing Shakespeare
in August again!
We haven’t quite figured out the route down (okay, so maybe I know which way I want to go!), but we do know that it won’t be a oneday speed run to Ashland. In fact, we will be detouring through Crater Lake National Park, and we already have a block of ten
single queen rooms reserved for PSMC at the Best Western Newberry Station in LaPine, Oregon for Monday, August 13th. The
rate for these rooms is $79.00 a night. The rooms will be held until August 1st, when they will be released to the public. Call
541.536.5130 (or 1.800.210.8616) to make your reservations (or visit them on their website at www.bestwesternoregon.com/
hotels/best-western-newberry-station ).
In Ashland, we upgraded our accommodations to the Windmill Inn and Suites. Windmill Inn hosts an expanded continental breakfast, heated outdoor pool and spa, tennis courts and a free shuttle to the plays – all at the 2006 rates! Rooms available are “Run
of House,” meaning that you are free to choose the type of room you would like, depending on the availability at the time of
booking. Rates run from $110.00 for a standard single queen to $144.00 for a king suite. We encourage you to make your
reservations as soon as possible as this is a very popular hotel. For reservations call 541.482.8310 or go to www.windmillinns.com
and click on the Ashland home page. Make sure you mention our special group code – 0814PSMC – to get the above special
rates. Rooms will be held until July 14th, when they will be released to the public.
Tickets for the plays will go on sale to the public on December 11, 2006. The three Shakespeare plays that are being performed
in the open-air Elizabethan Stage (which we highly recommend) are: Romeo and Juliet (Aug. 15th), The Tempest (Aug. 16th) and
The Taming of the Shrew (Aug. 14th & 17th). Prices run from $69.00 (box seats) to $44.00 Sundays thru Thursdays and $75.00
(box seats) to $50.00 Fridays through Saturday. For more information on ticketing, seats, and the 2007 playbill, go to
www.orshakes.com. We recommend you get your tickets as soon as possible as they sell out fast – especially the Friday and
Saturday performances. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR PURCHASING YOUR OWN TICKETS!
More information will be forthcoming as we get closer to the date. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call me at
360.668.5508 or drop me an email at tomaci@verizon.net.
UPDATE: Can you believe it? The tour has only been on the website for a month and already we need an update! How cool is
that? Okay, so we have received a lot of interest in this run. So much so that we already have ten Miatas committed to the event.
That means there were 9 out of the 10 rooms that were blocked for our group already booked (Dennis Thompson and Joanie
Hughes, who are joining us, are retiring to the Ashland area; Dennis is already there overseeing their home being built and Joanie
will be joining him in June.) Never fear. I inquired at both the Best Western Newberry Station in La Pine and the Windmill Inn Suites
in Ashland to see if we could add a few more rooms for our event. The Best Western Newberry Station has added an additional
four single queen, non-smoking rooms to our block and the Windmill Inn added five “Run of the House” rooms. There were more
rooms available at the Best Western in La Pine; however, the rates will be higher and there is no guarantee you will be able to get
a non-smoking room. So, even if you just have a hint that you might like to join us in August, you really need to make your hotel
reservations now! You can always cancel your reservations later if you find that you just won’t be able to join us.
As far as the Friday, August 17th showing of Shakespeare’s, “The Taming of the Shrew,” there are still many seats available,
especially in Sections B ($50.00 per ticket) and C ($36.00 per ticket) and still a few in the Section A ($60.50 per ticket); Section
A+ is all sold out!

Watch the Sparks Fly!
Katarina drives her family crazy. Too spirtied to adopt the docile role her younger sister plays, she
remains defiantly single, terrifying would-be suitors and jeopardizing her sisters’s marital aspirations.
Enter Petruchio, who’s come to wive it wealthily. With relief, Katarina’s father gives his eldest to
Petruchio - but her heart isn’t part of the bargin. Petruchio’s fortune-hunting enterprise quickly veers
off into a courtship that breaks all the rules and becomes something far stranger, and more rewarding,
than either he or Katarina could have imagined.

Write up from The Oregon Shakespeare Festival’s Playbill. Image of Elizabeth Taylor as Katarina
in the 1967 film, “The Taming of the Shrew” from www.imdb.com/gallery.
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event aftermath
The Winners - and Still
Champions

Hello Darkness
My Old Friend

Turkey Teaser Rally 2006

By Dustin Locke

By Tom Smith

Well, many of you probably remember seeing something about
a Holiday Lights Tour that was scheduled for the sixteenth of
December. This event was supposed to be a drive to view some
of the more extravagant light arrangements around the Bellevue
and Kirkland areas and end with a holiday movie and treats at
our home in Kirkland. However, you may also remember that
We hydroplaned our way through Renton and up the hill to the pesky black-out happening at precisely that point in time as well.
cemetery. Seemed fitting for the weather, we thought, so we We were one of the lucky ones: our power returned to us a mere
splashed around in the cemetery for awhile. Afterwards, we went four hours before the official start time of this event.
off down the hill with the cascading waters and out into the country to enjoy the roads that will be great fun next year when the Due to trees being down and power still regained to only spots
rain finally stops . . . in July! Every third intersection, the anti- of Bellevue, we decided to cancel the run and just have folks
lock brakes chattered us to a stop as we braked on the wet over for a social event instead. We jumped into the Miata and
leaves. The weather was even bad for the turkeys: they were all headed to the run starting point to meet all those who did not
found flocking around Sean and Pam’s front yard, hiding be- receive the updated info in the E-Mail we sent. We sat in the
hind a huge pickup truck that effectively blocked the view from QFC parking lot for an hour and saw nary a soul. It seems that
anyone who didn’t know where Sean and Pam lived. We sat in everyone was wise and stayed home in the warmth or stayed
the car to count them, as the rain continued. (Ed. Note: Actually, home bundled up praying for power. At either rate, we headed
Tom sat in the car while I braved the weather so we could get an home to our heat and fully stocked fridge. We had one soul brave
the darkness to make it to our house for dinner. However, that
accurate count.)
person was my cousin Sarah….so I don’t think that really counts.
We managed to pull into the restaurant parking lot just 40 sec- I think this was the first event that I ever put on that got an attenonds off Sean’s pre-run pace. That was enough to edge out dance of zero.
Dustin and Andrew Locke, who came in second again this year.
Oh’ well, at least I can blame the power outage rather than thinkOur winner’s plaque will go right next to last year’s.
ing it was just me…..or was it? HeHeHe …….
Better luck next time, fellas!

Five brave couples sloshed to Renton for the 6th annual Turkey
Teaser on Sunday, November 19th. This year the McGriffs put
together another nice rally around the Renton/Maple Valley area
for those adventurous enough to fight the November downpour
and drive the route provided.

2006 Holiday Party
Wrap up
Article by Dustin
Locke
Photos by Tom &
Steph Smith
This year we had around seventy Miata folks all gather at the Renton Community Center for a night of holiday fun and laughter. The
festivities kicked off with a social hour where people had drinks and enjoyed some conversation. We were then presented with an
excellent dinner provided once again by the Renton Technical College.
After our wonderful meal, Cindy, Bonnie and I got up to present some awards and handout some prizes. I was amazed at all of the
stars given out this year; people certainly worked very hard and put on some wonderful events in 2006. There are certainly no
Grinches in this group!
After the awards, we cleared the way and it was time to start dancing the night away. No one in this group was shy; I think I saw
nearly everyone on the dance floor at least once. Even I was dragged out there by Cindy and Stephanie (Tom & Cindy’s daughter)
once or twice! Heck, I was even thrown in front of a full-on conga line!!! I don’t think there was a single person who wasn’t laughing
as Cisco made his exit from dancing with Cindy just to have Tom race in through the door and spin Cindy all around that dance
floor! They might not have been Fred and Ginger exactly but it was pretty darn impressive!! I still laugh when I think about it.
In between all of the rug cutting, Andrew got up and announced our Raffle Prize Winners of the evening. There was an abundance
of gift cards, some Mazda goodies and of course a free vacation handed out this year. After those prizes, I am certain we will have
some well-fed and well traveled Miata Club members.
I think this was one fun way to celebrate the Holidays with some Miata friends and family.
January 2007

Puget Sound Miata Club Newsletter

5

autocross
Out of the Mouth of Autocrossers

Autocrossers continued from previous column

By Denise Williamson
Each month, you Sounder readers get to read about how the
PSMC autocrossers fared at recent events. This month, you’ll get
to hear from the autocrossers
themselves.
First up is Rick Carlson. He had an extremely busy year that
included two time-, money- and energy-consuming events: a
summer visitor and moving (either of which would make me
want to run for the hills). Despite this, he drove his ’90 Miata in
three SCCA events and took the Evolution Driving School at
Packwood. “I hope it will help for next year!” he said. For 2007,
his goal is to attend all of the SCCA events, at least half of the
WWSCC events, and place better than last year. Looks like
Rick will be very busy next year!

“lending a hand” part). “On a personal level,” he said, “I enjoyed
competing for the “Triple Crown”, the season championship in
each of the three local series: SCCA, WWSCC, and BSCC.
I’d like to thank Jesse, Wendy and Bill at Coop’s Miata for all
their support.” His goals for 2007? “To develop his skills as a
course designer, participate in lapping days with Mazda’s new
“wild child”, and continue to enjoy good ol’ # 90, the best little
car on the planet!”

Dieter Beldi. Photo by Glen Hernandez.
Up next is Glen Hernandez, who co-drove a Mini Cooper S this
year. One of his 2006 highlights was going to SCCA #8 and
expecting to battle for 4th place (for the season) and ending up
2nd overall after winning the event. Another highlight was learning more than expected from his co-driver. For 2007, he would
like to improve his tuning skills, possibly at the expense of a
local championship.

Rickey Carlson. Photo by Glen Hernandez.
Next is Enrique Garcia. His autocross highlight of 2006 was
bringing home a trophy from Nationals in the STS2 class. What
Enrique did not mention was that he really enjoyed getting shoulder massages from a pretty girl in between runs at Nationals.
Earlier in the year, he was seen kissing an NC Miata. Hmmm….
Anyway, for 2007 he said he would like to continue improving
his skills and to place higher at Nationals.

As for me, many of you know that I was on medical hiatus for
2006, and will be again for 2007. I had two autocross-related
highlights for 2006. One was watching Glen and Uncle Fred
co-driving a Corvette in El Paso, TX, cheered on by relatives
visiting for the family reunion. The other was taking 5,000 pictures at Nationals. Yes, that’s five thousand at one event (not
that many pictures, considering the number of cars). Pictures
can be seen in two places: http://tinyurl.com/rq9uj and http://
tinyurl.com/opu3t . For 2007, I’ll be concentrating mainly on
physical therapy again, but will come out to some local events
to take a few pictures. See you all in 2007!

Autocrossing in 2007
Enrique Gracia. Photo by Denise Williamson.
If you’ve been reading the autocross articles in 2006, you know
that Dieter Beldi usually wins his class. However, he said that
one of his highlights for 2006 wasn’t about him at all. “I enjoyed
helping students at novice schools discover the fun of
autocrossing. I’m particularly proud of Jesse Fuller, Michael
Lomax and T.J. who, despite my best efforts, have really excelled in the sport this year. Michael has been nominated for
Rookie of the Year. He pilots a Nissan Sentra. Jesse rolls with
an ever-evolving M1, while T.J. enjoys a beautiful Special Edition Miata formerly owned by past PSMC President and current
Executive CEO Maury Fugitt.” Another one of Dieter’s
autocross highlights was participating in Miatacross ’06 and
lending a hand in its success (he’s being modest about the

Autocrossers continued next column
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By Denise Williamson
The first autocross of 2007 is coming up quickly! Fondly known
as the “Slush Season”, these events don’t count for any sort of
points or series, but are a lot of fun. The first event will be January 28 in Everett, sponsored by BEAC and the University of
Washington FSAE students. Come on out and support these
folks! One thing that is different about Slush Season events is
that sometimes they are open to WWSCC members only. Don’t
let this scare you off. The Puget Sound Miata Club has been a
member of WWSCC for many years. If you would like to make
sure you’re on the roster, please contact me at autocross1@psmiata.org . For further information on the Slush Season events,
see www.wwscc.org . I believe the late February date is tentative, so keep an eye on the WWSCC website for the latest
information.
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autocross / in the garage

Coop’s Garage

Coops continued from previous column
in the advanced stage is replacement of the radiator itself. When
you are satisfied that you have identified any existing problems
check for potential issues.

Keeping Cool: the cold facts
By Bill Cooper
We are following up on last month’s article
in answer to questions regarding cooling
system maintenance from Tom Smith of
Snohomish. I had gone over testing the coolant for the freeze point and clarity and
discussed the properties of antifreeze.

Hoses that are bulging at their connections, rotting on the ends,
feel soft or show visible signs of wear should be replaced. Go
get the hoses and clamps before you immobilize the vehicle if
it’s your only mode of transportation!

In this article I thought I would talk about cleaning your coolant
system and checking and replacing hoses.
Before you start, assemble the tools and supplies you will need:
a medium Philips screw driver, large channel lock-pliers, needle
nose pliers, sharp utility knife, large drain pan, jack, two jack
stands, a flash light, a 10-millimeter combination or box ratchet
wrench, one gallon of antifreeze coolant or two gallons of
premixed 50/50 and a bottle of radiator cleaner.
If you have been loosing coolant in any quantity you should replace the offending hose or water pump before cleaning the
system and replacing the coolant. Run the engine for five minutes or until you can feel hot water circulating in the upper radiator
hose. Pressure in the system will help you spot leaks. At this
point, in the shop, we would be using a pressure checker. This
instrument allows us to pressurize the system and watch the
gauge for a drop, indicating leakage without the heat factor.
Using a flashlight, look at all of the hoses, primarily where they
connect. Look for wet spots or drips on or around these connections. Check the skid pan carefully for clues as to the general
area of possible leaks. A leaking water pump will stain the front
cover below the crank where the coolant naturally drips and leave
a wet appearance. If everything else checks out and you continue to lose fluid, give this area close scrutiny. I suggest that
changing the water pump should be done by a mechanic and
that it would be smart, due to the tear down required, that the
timing belt be done at the same time, killing two birds with one
stone. Check the radiator front and back. Frequently leakage
can occur when small cracks in the plastic top reservoir form
along the base where the plastic is clamped on to the aluminum
core. We have started seeing, more and more, degradation of
this plastic where it actually starts to crumble away. Most noticeable, this occurs on the upper intake tube and is
characterized by a brown appearance under the hose connection. As far as we know, the only remedy for this condition if it is

Coops continued next column

January Autocross
For details see wwscc.org
2

BSCC Monthly Meeting at Tony’s Pizza

9

NWR/SCCA Solo Committee Meeting at Bill’s
Bodacious BBQ in Renton

15

WWSCC Council Meeting at Rogue Brewery in
Issaquah

28

WWSCC UWFSAE Slush #1 at Everett West

January 2007

To drain the system, make certain that the pressure is relieved
by squeezing the upper radiator hose. If it is hot and firm wait
for it to cool. Carefully remove the radiator cap in two stages.
Jack up the car on the front lift points located on the seam below the front door jambs and identified by two indents. CAUTION:
Use jack stands to support the vehicle, set the brake, put
the car in gear and block the rear wheels. Locate the cutout
in the skid pan and the radiator drain therein. With a Phillips
screw driver, remove the plug and drain the coolant into the drain
pan.
Replace your identified problem hoses. Your replacements from
the parts store will need to be cut to fit. Do not try to size the
hoses in place. Remove them first. Use the needle nose pliers
on the clamps. Use the channel locks to break hoses loose
except on the plastic top input connection on the radiator. Over twisting this hose can break the connection off.
Mark the replacements before cutting them. Use a sharp utility
knife. Be generous but make sure you don’t cut it to long as you
may pinch the hose. Try to avoid slicing chunks out of your hands.
Install the new hoses.
When complete, reinstall the radiator plug and follow the directions on the cooling system cleaner bottle. You will be cleaning,
draining, refilling with fresh water and draining again. Check
the final drain to insure the water is fresh and clear and reinstall
and snug the drain plug back in place making certain the small
rubber seal is in place. If the water isn’t clear repeat the procedure. Don’t forget the coolant in the reservoir! We remove the
reservoir and clean it out with a bottle brush in our shop. There
are three ten millimeter bolts holding it in place.
Mix one gallon of antifreeze 50/50 with water and fill the system
until it quits going down in the fill tube. Fill the reservoir to just
above the fill line. Check the radiator cap for visible cracks or
defects in the rubber and replace if necessary. Reinstall it. Start
the car and let it run with the heater temp switch on high for five
minutes. Let it cool, and top off the reservoir.
Hope you can use this article. If you need further assistance or
clarification call me or email me: Bill Cooper, 425-432-9666 or
wcoopster@comcast.net
HAPPY NEW YEAR from Bill & Wendy

One of Denise’s favorite photos from the Nationals.
Photo, of course, by Denise Williamson.
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club buzz / club bizz
You Might Be an OLD
Car Guy if

New Faces

By Bruce Lewis

By Randy Umemoto

We hope to meet you at
an event soon!

You might be an OLD car guy if…

Rick & Camille Senechal

Monroe, WA

You remember:

Gary & Pam Rittenhouse

Sammamish, WA 06 Galaxy Grey

raccoon tails, points and condensers, curb feelers, Candy Apple Red, Blue Coral Wax, Burma
Shave Signs, getting rubber(and not at the drug
store), Hurst Shifters, Muncie Four Speeds, Lake
Pipes, Crager Mags, Big Ed Daddy Roth, wind
wings, hood ornaments, running boards, desert
water bags, suicide knobs for the steering wheel,
tuck and roll, the movie Grand Prix, cars without
cup holders, white walls, flat head V-8’s, “three
on the tree”, “four on the floor”, Hedman Headers, Moon Equipped, glass pack mufflers, baby
moon hubcaps, talking about your woodie in public, drive-in restaurants with waitresses on roller
skates, your girlfriend dropping a handkerchief to
start your drag race, the high beam switch being
on the floor board, when nothing was “metric”,
stuffing two of your buddies in the trunk to avoid
paying admission at the drive-in, having a trunk
big enough to do this, gasoline being cheaper
than soda pop, cars having fan belts, when it was
called a cigarette lighter not a power source, when
“foreign” cars were slow, ugly and scarce.
Or…

Todd & Heather Clineschmidt Seattle, WA

90 Red

05 Titanium

Familiar Faces
Try a new Miata Event this year!
Lawrence & Saundra Bicknell

00 Silver

6 yrs

Cisco & Christy Castro

94 Montego Blue

2 yrs

Mikel & Nancy Hancock

96 Montego Blue

1 yr

Cec & Steve Sparling

04 Silver

3 yrs

Linc & Barbara Libby

01 BRG

11 yrs

Shirley Thompson

93 Black

7 yrs

Enrique Garcia

95 Montego Blue

5 yrs

Bill & Wendy Cooper

91 White

14 yrs

Jeanne & Dave Field

99 Sapphire

5 yrs

Bruce & Janet Haskin

03 Garnet Red

11 yrs

Bill & Kathy Hughes

92 Silver

12 yrs

… you still think fuzzy dice are cool.
… you still can use hand signals to turn and stop.
… you still call 91 octane gas “Ethyl”.
… you think of racing and not Home Depot when someone
mentions “The Brickyard”.
… “dual quads” does not mean two sets of four babies.
… the numbers 427,327 and 409 have special meaning.
And last… you think that anyone your age or older, driving a Corvette,
is an old fart and can’t handle the horsepower!

From the
Editor’s Desk
By Cindy Smith
The old saying “the faster I go, the more
behind I get” has sure rung true at the Smith
Household of late – especially given that we lost our power for
four days RIGHT AT CRUNCH TIME FOR THE SOUNDER! Oh
well, at least losing the power gave Tom and I some really great
down time and also gave me a lot more appreciation for the
luxuries we all have here in the United States.
With that said, you’ve probably noticed that your Sounder is a
bit on the short side this month: short of pictures, short of articles, short of pages. My apologies to anyone and everyone if
I happened to have left out a picture or an article or a page that
you desperately needed; however, as I am writing this, I only
have a few hours to get this to Blue Sky Printing, whom I don’t
even know has their power back. Plus, because of the power
outage, I am at least three days behind my schedule for the holidays – and I have eleven people coming for Christmas dinner!
YIKES! So with no further apologies or excuses, I bid you hopes
that you had a happy holiday and a promise that next month we
will be back on track!
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club bizz

Roadster

Ramb
lings
Ramblings

By Dustin Locke, PSMC Prez
Where in the heck did 2006 go anyway? I
mean one minute it was here and the next
minute it wasn’t. What is up with that? Regardless, I hope that every single one of you
had a wonderful holiday season and a safe
and happy new year!
As usual, I would like to mention what is happening this month as far
as events go. On the 13th, we have the Weber’s and Brandt’s Eagle
Tour. This is an excellent run to see some beautiful countryside, not to
mention many rare and endangered Bald Eagles (very cool)!! We
also have on the January calendar a new – and hope-to-be continuing
– event, the monthly social. Many of our new – and some of our old –
members have inquired about a monthly get together and what better
time to start than during the cold, dark winter months; it is one great
way to lighten up our moods and help alleviate our “cabin fever.” If the
social takes off, each month we will meet at a different location, with
January’s social being held on the 6th at Bonnie Lohkamp’s (see page
). And finally on the January calendar is the Planning Meeting on the
20th. If there is an idea or suggestion that you have for the club, this is
the event to put it out on the table.
For those of you who don’t know, on November 11th, Andrew and I
brought home our new 2007 Power Folding Hardtop Miata! Let me
tell you, this was a Miata born for Washington. I know that a lot of
purists feel that a power-folding hardtop is just an awful thing to have
on a Miata (due to weight and handling), but believe me when I tell you
that I cannot tell a weight or power difference at all between it and the
2006 soft-top Miata I recently had. These folding hardtops are quiet
on the road and offer great noise and weather protection but then,
voila, with a push of a button (and twelve seconds of your time), they
transform this zippy coupe into the fun and exciting car that the Miata
has always been. This new concept really makes for a great daily
driver Miata. We couldn’t be happier with our new little green roadster!

OFFICERS/DIRECTORS
WEB COMMITTEE

CHIEF OFFICERS
Operating ___________________________ Dustin Locke
Executive ____________________________ Maury Fugitt
Communications __________________ Bonnie Lohkamp
Financial ___________________________ Sean McGriff

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Bill Aycock
Charley Drake
Jim Hightchew
Gayle Lazur

Insurance Coordinator
Data Coordinator
Parade Coordinator
Asst. Parade Coordinator
Sounder Editor
Webmaster
Autocross Rep

Bonnie Lohkamp
Randy Umemoto
Bonnie Lohkamp
Lindanne Gores
Cindy Smith
To be determined
Denise Williamson

WEB COMMITTEE
Webmaster/EIO
To be determined
Mindy Bohnas
Assistant Webmaster
Classified Ads/Specialty Programmer
John Young
Special Graphics
Mike Springer
Forum Administrator
David Whooley

Thanks to the following Miata dealers
who provide PSMC member discounts
(simply show your PSMC Card):

January 2007

Mike Springer
Dennis Thompson
David Whooley

APPOINTED POSITIONS

Whether you have a hardtop or a soft top, you still have an amazing
car anyway you slice it!

Coop’s Miata of Maple Valley (425) 432-9666
Doug’s Lynnwood Mazda (425) 774-3551
Harbor Freight Tools (Everett store only) (425)
513-6213
Pinnacle Mazda of Renton (425) 271-2700
Russ Dunmire Mazda of Tacoma (253) 473-2440
University Mazda of Seattle (206) 634-1191
Whidbey Island Mazda of Oak Harbor (360) 6752218

Andrew Locke
Larry Lohkamp
Patrick McSherry
Stuart Sable

MEMBERSHIP
The club operates as a non-profit organization and relies
primarily on volunteer services. However, sponsorship of
events, the publication and mailing of the monthly newsletter and operating supplies constitute a financial burden that
must be met by the membership. Make your Miata experience more enjoyable-join and participate. To keep the club
meaningful and solvent, we need your support.
To join go online at ps-miata.org or send your name, address and check for $30 (annual chapter dues) to:

Puget Sound Miata Club Newsletter

Puget Sound Miata Club
3901 SW Hanford
Seattle WA 98116
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2007 Calendar

For details about these events or to RSVP, check out the Calendar at
ps-miata.org

January 2007
1

July 2007

Hangover Run hosted by
Locke
Monthly Social hosted by
Lohkamp (see page 1)
Eagle Tour hosted by
Weber & Brandt (see
page 1)
Northend Planning Meeting hosted by PSMC Board
(see page 1)

6
13
20

February 2007
10

Second Sloppy Satruday hosted by Smith &
McGriff (see page 2)
Red Wine & Chocolate hosted by Smith (see page
3)

18

March 2007
Hey! We need something here! Come on
down to the planning meeting (see page 1)
and help fill in this space!

April 2007
13
14

4
7
14
20-22
22
28
29

August 2007
11
13-18
26

2
29
30

June 2007
1
2
8-10
16
30
30 - 4

First Friday Formal hosted by Ohlsen
Shelton Parade
Cooking in the Cockpit hosted by Locke (see page
3)
PSMC Elections hosted by PSMC Board
Port Orchard Parade
Historics hosted by Springer

Final Haunted Places Tour hosted by Smith &
McSherry

November 2007
4

Detailing Day hosted by Cooper
Sequim Parade
Moab hosted by the Utah Miata Club
Poulsbo Parade
Topless Sun Run hosted by OVMC, Kelowna, BC

South Bend Parade
Autumn Leaf Parade in Leavenworth
No. Cascades Hwy III hosted by McGranaghan

October 2007

First Friday Formal hosted by Springer
PSMC Nominating Meeting hosted by PSMC
Board

5
12
18-20
19
25-27

Run to Mt. Baker hosted by Bell
Shaken(speare) Not Stirred hosted by Smith,
McSherry & Houghton (see page 4)
PSMC Gathering hosted by PSMC Board

September 2007

27

May 2007

Kingston Parade
Mercer Island Parade
Hurricane Ridge hosted by Bell
Curious Gorge hosted by Weber
Chinatown Parade (tentative)
Silverdale Parade (tentative)
Miatacross (tentative)

11
18

Southend Planning Meeting hosted by PSMC
Board
Veterans’ Day Run (tentative) hosted by Smith &
Weber
Turkey Teaser hosted by McGriff

December 2007
2
8
15

Shelton Holiday Parade (tentative)
PSMC Holiday Party hosted by PSMC Board
Holiday Lights hosted by Locke

Classifieds
PARTS FOR SALE
NEW BLACK SOFT TOP with glass back window for
M1 Miata; still in box; asking $625.00. Call Steve
Andersen at (425) 432-1051 and leave message.
NEW BLACK BOOT, convertible top cover. Never been
used. Fits 1993 and ? $300.00 Call David Smith at (360)
276-0016.
10

Wayne & Lois Kanaby’s 2006 Galaxy Grey stuck to the road
“Lik(e) Glu(e)” when in August, they “test drove” it on a 9
day, 2022 mile trip. Photo by Wayne Kanaby.
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