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Sunscreen: check.  Hats: check. Buy the new bathing
suit: ah, do I have to?

Getting ready for a B-I-G Miata event is always excit-
ing. There’s the packing and the planning and the
anticipation of a new adventure. However, this time
as I get ready for eight days of Miata cruisin’, there’s
been an added level of gaiety around the house. It’s
called Stephanie, my youngest daughter, and she has
volunteered to be my co-pilot in our SEARCH FOR
MADONNA from May 4th - 7th.  While Tom and I
had promised Andrew and Dustin we wouldn’t miss their event no matter what (in fact, we RSVP’d
a long time ago), work unfortunately got in the way.  Now Tom has to stay home and it was looking
like I was going to have to go by myself.  But it was Stephanie to the rescue, and although it is sad
that Tom can’t go, I am thrilled that Stephanie will be joining me. Not only will it give us a chance for
some “rebonding,” but it will also give me the opportunity to actually drive!  Yeah!  Not that I don’t
mind rubbernecking or navigating, but most of you all ready know that when Tom and I go on events,
Tom drives. It wasn’t always that way. When we first got the 2000 Emerald Mica, it was supposed
to be mine and I drove it nine times out of ten.  I made the mistake, though, of always asking Tom if
he wanted to drive and pretty soon it was a given that he was driving ALL THE TIME!  Oh well, I
guess it turned out for the best as we discovered in the short time I actually drove that Tom is really
a bad navigator.  Hence our favorite saying, “There are no wrong turns in a Miata.”

But I digress.

It’s been quite a while since Stephanie and I have “hung out” together.  When she was little, she was
always excited to go somewhere new or try something different. We had great fun together discov-
ering New York City, horseback riding, going to matinees and just curling up on the couch watching
shows like “Buffy, The Vampire Slayer,” “Angel” and “Dawson’s Creek.” Then came boys, Running
Start and INDEPENDENCE! Once she was financially able, she moved out on her own and she
hasn’t looked back – much. She has been out enjoying and discovering life, just as every young,
able-bodied adult needs to. Still, I’ve missed having her around.

Which hasn’t been an issue lately. In the last few weeks,
Stephanie has been over here A LOT while we have been
poring over the maps, checking out hotels, tourist attrac-
tions and finalizing our route back home. And what is really
exciting for me is that we get to do a road trip together as
ADULTS! No more kicking the back of the car’s front seat;
no more heavy sighing as we visit boring relatives; and no
more “Are we there yet?” piping up from the back seat ev-
ery five minutes.

Instead, I’ll be hearing, “Isn’t it my turn to drive?”

Oh well; I have heard that Highway 1 is a great road for
rubbernecking.

Are We There Yet?
By Cindy Smith

ATTENTION:  An Event has been cancelled, another closed (see pg
2), and a New Membership Directory is in the works (check out pg
10 to learn how to make updates to membership information).

Even back then, Stephanie knew how to
“cruise.”   Photo by “Poppa.”

Daughter and Mother actually
“Hanging out”  before the trip.
Photo by “Poppa.”
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upcoming events
May Parades
More info at www.ps-miata.org

May 13:       Sequim Parade @ 9:00 AM
May 20:       Bremerton Armed Forces Day Parade @
                    8:00 AM
May 20:       Poulsbo Viking Fest Parade @ 11:00 AM
June 3:        Shelton Parade @ 9:30 AM

Unfortunately, due to conflicts with work schedules,
Larry and Bonnie have to cancel their First Friday
Formal plans.  They are hoping, between work and
parades, they will get the chance to host an im-
promptu CYMCOAP on one of May’s Sundays
instead, so please keep an eye on our website calendar.

We are sorry for any inconvenience or disappointment and hope to see
you on a run soon.

LAST MINUTE UPDATES
May’s First Friday Formal

Kelowna’s Topless Sun Run
If you have already registered for the Okanogan
Valley Miata Club’s 2006 Topless Sun Run, you
are one of the lucky ones.  As of April 6th, there
were 137 Miatas and 248 people registered for
this one-of-a-kind event.  Sorry to say, they will NOT
BE ACCEPTING ANY MORE NEW REGISTRATIONS FOR THE EVENT
THIS YEAR.

The hotel is full as well and they released the rooms left over for the Thurs-
day and Sunday bookings.  If you haven’t booked your room yet, the Holiday
Inn Express is right across the road from their main base and the Dilworth
Motor Lodge and Ramada Hotel are just around the corner as is the Sand-
man Inn.  The link to these and other hotels in the area is http://
www.kelownahotels.worldweb.com/index.html.

For more information, or if you have any further questions, please direct
them to the Okanagan Valley Miata Club’s forum at www.okmiataclub.com/
phpBB2.

And don’t forget, if you are already registered and driving up with Maury
and Sandy, they will be leaving Thursday, May 25th, at 3:00 pm from Mon-
roe, making their way over Stevens Pass and stopping the night at the
Lake Pateros Motor Inn (www.lakepaterosmotorinn.com) in Pateros, WA.
If you have any questions e-mail them at zoom.zoom@yahoo.com or call
Maury or Sandy at (360) 769-2497.

MIATA SOUNDER

The SOUNDER is published monthly (as close to the first of
the  month as possible). The deadline for submissions is the
15th of each month. All articles and ads are due by then, so
as to be included in the following month’s publication.

Event Masters are encouraged to get their event info to the
editor as soon as possible to ensure all members can plan
for the event.

Send your submissions to:

Miata Sounder
11908 215th Pl SE

Snohomish, WA 98296-5401
(360) 668-5508

sounder@ps-miata.org

The Chapter assumes no liability for any information con-
tained herein; or injury or damage resulting from the use of
this information. The ideas, opinions, maintenance or modifi-
cation tips expressed are to be used at the reader’s discre-
tion. Individual contributors and/or the editors express no ap-
proval, authentication or endorsement.

Visit our website for the latest club info, links
to other Miata sites and more.

Classified - member......................... .........................free
Classified - nonmember/business ............................ $20.00
1/4 page ................................................................... $35.00
1/2 page ................................................................... $65.00

STAFF
Editor ............................................................... Cindy Smith
Advertising ................................................... Enos Emexfive
Distribution ............................... Randy and Rosa Umemoto
Mailing List ............................................... Randy Umemoto
Photography ...................................................... Contributed

ps-miata.org

LEGAL STUFF

FEATURE WRITERS

Club Events .................................................. Event Masters
Event Aftermath ................................................Contributors
Autocross .............................................. Denise Williamson

PUBLISHING

ADVERTISING

From the 2003 Topless Sun Run. Photo contrib-
uted by Maury Fugitt.
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upcoming events

Portland, Oregon is having its annual
Rose Festival in June.  That’s right, the
city of Portland is throwing a party & we
are going!  Right smack dab in the
middle of Portland’s Rose Festival is the
Portland Rose Cup Races held at the city
owned Portland International Raceway.
A popular weekend with West Coast rac-
ing enthusiasts for more than 40 years,
the 2006 Rose Cup Races features
Sports Car Club of America’s Regional
and National Championship point races
with more than 400 amateur drivers in varied classes of race
cars.  One of those drivers is PSMC member Mark Brandt who
will be competing in the Sports 2000 class.  There will also be a
Spec Miata class.  Races are held throughout the weekend with
the Rose Cup Race starting at 1:40 p.m., Sunday, June 11.

We intend to leave the Seattle area Friday morning, June 9th

with our first destination being a visit to the Brandt’s Pit area at
Portland International Raceway (PIR).  In the late afternoon we
will check into our hotel.  We have selected the Downtown Em-
bassy Suites which is a wonderfully restored old hotel that is
situated right in the middle of the Rose Festival activities as our
base!  The room rate is $164 for a room with a King Bed.  The
rate for a room with 2 beds is $184.  Both include a full break-
fast.  Parking is an additional $14 - $22.  If you would prefer to
stay somewhere else we have a list of alternate lodging that is
near a MAX station so you can still enjoy the group festivities.
After you RSVP contact us & we will help you with making your
room reservations.

Saturday is full of options!  Some of us will catch the light rail
MAX to PIR for the races.  Others will enjoy the Rose Festival
Parade at 10am which will be just a few blocks from the hotel.
They then can enjoy the Saturday Market, shopping & art mu-
seum.  In the evening we will regroup for dinner downtown &
perhaps enjoy the waterfront village.  And you have got to expe-
rience Voodoo Donuts in the evening!

Sunday also has its share of options.  Some will want to return
to PIR for the Rose Cup.  Others will want to explore the Rose
Festival festivities & downtown attractions before heading home.
Some may want to take a detour through part of the Columbia
River Gorge on the way home.

For more info, contact the Weber’s @   dale.regena@verizon.net
or call (425) 422-8430.

Run for the Roses
June 9-11, 2006, Portland, OR
Hosted by Dale & Regena Weber

The 17th Annual
Historics Races
June 30th - July 2, 2006
Sponsored by SOVERN
PSMC Host: Mike Springer
The Society of Vintage Racing Enthusiasts
(SOVREN) and the SOVREN Guild of
Children’s Hospital, has announced the racing
dates for the 17th Annual Pacific Northwest Historics as June
30th through July 2nd. This event is to be held at Pacific Race-
ways, formerly the Seattle International Raceway. All proceeds
benefit uncompensated care at Children’s Hospital and Re-
gional Medical Center in Seattle.  Over the last 13 years, almost
$3.5 million dollars have been raised at the races.

Our club will be in the “car corral” on Saturday the 1st and Sun-
day the 2nd, giving us the opportunity to show our cars to the
general public and take a few parade laps around the race-
course during the lunch break intermission. There will be lots to
see and the pits are open to the public.

The Featured Marquee will be Allard cars, with the organizers
expecting 20 to 30 Allards to be in the “car corral” as well as
racing.

The Pacific Northwest Historics features many of the world’s
rarest and most beautiful pre-1970 racecars. This year, more
than 250 vintage racecars are expected to enter. Favorites in-
clude Ferraris, Lotuses, Cobras, Corvettes, Porsches, Austin
Healeys and some less recognizable names like Elva, Ginetta,
and McLaren. Most are in mint condition through extensive res-
toration and many attain speeds in excess of 150 miles per
hour. Some of the cars are valued at over $1 million and many
have impressive racing histories. Competitors come from all
over the West Coast and Canada. The wheel-to- wheel compe-
tition on the challenging 2 ¼-mile road course includes nine
turns, 200-300 foot elevation drop and a near ¾-mile straight-
away.

The celebrity guest will be Brian Redmond. “One of the great
sports car drivers of his era, the popular and straightforward
Lancashire driver was a versatile all-rounder who could also
acquit himself respectably in an F1 car, given the chance. Dis-
appointingly, his few F1 outings serve as little more than a brief
footnote to his achievements in almost every other major inter-
national racing category. His early career was largely associated
with the emergence of the famous Bolton-based Chevron sports
car company for whom he drove some quite remarkable races,
but he was also an effective and highly competitive member of
the Ferrari sports car team in the early 1970s. He drove for
Cooper in 1968, had a handful of Grand Prix outings in a
McLaren  and then drove for the Shadow team in 1974. Fed up
with the high pressure environment in F1, he quit to resume
competing in sports car events. In recent years he has lived in
Florida but has also been involved in the running of the Redman
Bright racing team.” [Copied from Brian Redman’s biography
on the GrandPrix.com website.]

Gates open at 8:30 AM. The cost is $25 per car and driver each
Historics continued on page 10

Mark Brandt at Portland International Raceways on
October 29, 2005. Photo by Carl Hatfield.

image from
www.sovern.org
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upcoming events
Central Oregon Covered
Bridges & Pinot Noir
July 27 - 30, 2006
Start time & Place: 8:45 AM
@ Sheri’s Parking Lot, exit
109 on I-5 So.
Event Coordinators:Houghton & Jaeger/Hayes

Return to Tofino
October 11 - 15, 2006
Hosted by Aycock &
Bojarski

The Miata version of “Sideways” is moving further south into
Oregon. We plan to chase down those Pinot Noirs wherever
we can find them in the South Willamette valley. This may mean
running across some of those famed “Covered Bridges,” so
bring your cameras.

We plan to meet at 8:45 AM at the Shari’s parking lot located at
the Sleater-Kinney Martin Way, exit 109 on I-5 south. We will
have a short drivers’ meeting and plan to be on the road by 9:15
AM. We will lunch on the way down to Oregon and plan to visit
one or two wineries on the way to our hotel in Dallas.

On Friday we plan to tour the covered bridges and check out a
few wineries. In the evening, we are looking into the possibility
of hanging out at the “Drive In” movie. On Saturday, we plan on
driving the back roads and visiting some more wineries, end-
ing with a group dinner Saturday evening. Sunday is for relaxing
and then the long drive home.

We have reserved a block of 20 rooms at the Best Western
Dallas Inn and Suites, Dallas, Oregon to use as a base for our
endeavors. The rate is $72.00+tax. To reserve your room con-
tact the hotel at (503) 623-6000 and mention either my name
(Ray Houghton) or the group reservation for the Puget Sound
Miata Club. YOU MUST RESERVE BY JUNE 15th OR THE
ROOMS WILL NOT BE HELD. PLEASE RSVP TO HOSTS.
We are currently in the planning stage so watch for further up-
dates on the web and in future Sounders after we have completed
our pre-run. We look forward to seeing you all again

Please R.S.V.P by June 15th to the website or to: Ray and Elsje
Houghton, Tel: (425) 483-6741 or email
Raymond.Houghton@verizon.net OR Paul Jaeger/Dawn Hayes,
Tel: (425) 349-1729 or email Cougguy81@aol.com.

In October, your Puget Sound
Miata Club will be taking a trip
to the wild West coast of
Vancouver Island, British Co-
lumbia.  Amazing scenery and the wonders of nature await us
with opportunities for whale watching, hiking, and lots of relax-
ing.  We’ll be staying at the beautiful Middle Beach Lodge in
Tofino, BC for three nights.  We are planning a group dinner at
the Lodge for one night and dinner out on the town another night.
The days will be left open for you to explore the area and infor-
mation on joining tours will be provided.  For now, you can check
out the place on:

www.tourismtofino.com

At this point, we have the accommodations ready to book.
Middle Beach Lodge is very popular and fills rooms far in ad-
vance, so you should get your reservation in soon.  More on that
in a minute.  First, here’s the schedule:

Wednesday, October 11, 2006: We’ll meet at the Coast
Tsawwassen Inn in Delta, BC on Wednesday night.  Dinner is
on your own, but we’ll meet up and hand out packages of infor-
mation for the rest of the trip.  If you’d prefer to just drive up on
Thursday morning, you’ll need to make sure to meet us at the
hotel in time to get to the ferry dock.

Thursday, October 12, 2006: BC Ferries has a trip from
Tsawwassen to Nanaimo (Duke Point) at 10:15 AM, arriving at
12:15 PM.  We’ll need to line up in plenty of time to make the
trip.  We’ll provide information later for ferry reservations.  Arriv-
ing in Nanaimo, we’ll drive through Port Alberni and West across
Vancouver Island to Tofino.  After our arrival in the afternoon,
we’ll check in to the Middle Beach Lodge, then dinner is on your
own, but we’ll provide some information on places around town.

Friday, October 13, 2006: Friday is a day for exploring,
sightseeing, a spa day, shopping or whatever you’d like to do.
Lots of things are available, or you may choose to hang out and
relax.  Your choice.  We will have a group dinner Friday night,
details to come.

Saturday, October 14, 2006: Saturday is another day to ex-
plore or relax, and a different group dinner will happen that night.
A late night cocktail party is always a possibility.

Sunday, October 15, 2006: The return trip is on your own.  You
may choose to take the same route back via Nanaimo and
Tsawwassen, or other options include the Black Ball ferry from
Victoria to Port Angeles as well as the Washington State Ferry
from Sidney to Anacortes.

So, what should you do now that you’re ready to make the trip?
Because of the popularity of the Middle Beach Lodge, they are
not able to block out space for our group.  That just means that
you need to call them at (250) 725-2900 and book a room as
soon as possible.  Mention that you’re with the Puget Sound

Miata Club group and make the reservations for the three nights.
Many different types of rooms and price ranges are available.
Note that there are two facilities at Middle Beach.  We’ll be
staying at the Headlands.  Please check out their website at

www.middlebeach.com

Secondly, you should make a reservation at the Coast
Tsawwassen Inn for October 11.  We have a block of rooms
available there at a discounted rate of $92 CDN, plus taxes.
Call them at (800)943-8221 and mention that you are with the
Puget Sound Miata Club.

Finally, email Bill Aycock at totrod@speakeasy.net to get on
the confirmed list for the trip.  We will be providing updates as
the planning progresses and you don’t want to miss the fun. Tofino continued bottom of previous column

Tofino contined from next column

The Headlands from
www.middlebeach.com
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around the town

Oct. 6 - 8, 2006, Leavenworth, WA
Coordinated by John Hewitt, CMNW
Backroads to Bavaria has been happening
since 1995 and is thought by some to be one
of the Pacific Northwest’s favorite Miata/MX5
events.  Bringing the Miata/MX5 community
together from clubs throughout the region, the
event occurs in conjunction with
Leavenworth’s Oktoberfest.  The Enzian Inn,
considered to be the best accommodation
in the village, will be the base of all the ac-
tion. Early registration is highly
recommended as the event took a hiatus last
year, plus this year a large contingent of Aus-
tralian MX5 Club members will be joining the
fun.  For more information visit Club Miata
Northwest’s website at www.clubmiata.com/
events/2006/btob9.htm. or contact John
Hewitt, event coordinator, at
backroads@clubmiata.com or phone him at
(360) 659-4248.  A registration form may also
be downloaded from www.clubmiata.com/
e v e n t s / 2 0 0 6 / B a c k r o a d s I X /
B2BFlyerPublisher.pdf.

July 14 - 16, 2006
“EXPLORE OREGON” is an annual premier three-day event, orga-
nized this year by the Willamette Valley and Mt. Hood Clubs. Be
prepared to enjoy some of Oregon’s most beautiful and historic scen-
ery as we explore the awesome back roads of the North Willamette
Valley, Cascade foothills, Cascade Mountains, Mt. Hood, and one-of-
a-kind Columbia River Gorge.

Costs: $35.00 per person ($65/couple). Includes Friday kick off BBQ
(there is an additional $3/car Day Use Fee); the event banquet at Re-
sort at The Mountain; attendee pack with event stickers, maps and
schedules.

Lodging: Call Resort At The Mountain at 800-669-7666 (starting at
$89.00 plus tax: they’re going fast on a first come, first served basis),
Welches, OR. The Phoenix Inn in Salem on Hawthorne and Market is
offering special rates for Friday, July 14th through Sunday, July 16th

($79 for King and $89 for double queen plus tax). Call 503-581-7400.
Be sure to ask for “Explore Oregon” special pricing at both locations.

Sign Up Now: Send registration check or money order to WVMC,
PO Box 70025, Eugene, OR 97401.

For more information and Event Schedule, please go to  the Willamette
Valley Miata Club website at www.oregonmx5.com and/or The Mt.
Hood website at http://mthood.org.

West Penn MC’s
Miata Mountain Mania

June 15 - 18, 2006

Congratulations to the West Penn Miata Club!  As
of March 16th they exceeded their goal of regis-
tering 100 cars for their event.  125 cars will be
attending Miata Mountain Mania, coming from as
far north as New Brunswick, Canada and as far
west as our “Lone Star State.” Registration for this
event closed on March 17th, but keep your eyes
posted on the website for future developments.
PSMC wishes West Penn Good Luck on their up-
coming event. May you make lasting friendships
and wonderful memories. For more information,
check out their website at
www.westpennmiataclub.com/mania.html.

Pinnnacle Mazda
SCCA Double Nationals

June 2 - 4, 2006
Okay everyone; we all know how you love to show-off your beautiful
Roadsters. Now Pinnacle Mazda is once again giving our club
members the opportunity to do just that! PSMC has been invited to
join in the fun as Pinnacle sponsors the Spec-Miata Races at the
2006 SCCA Double Nationals at Pacific Raceways on June 2nd –
4th.  Along with a special PSMC Car Corral set up for us to display
our cars, Pinnacle will be offering “People’s Choice Awards” for
the top car choices that PREREGISTAR for this event. In fact, they
are even sponsoring a drawing for the voters!

Maximum accommodations are for about 40 cars per day, so there
is a limited amount of tickets.  Therefore, when making your RSVPs,
please make sure that you will be able to attend.

To register for this event, contact Dustin Locke at
sapphirexae@yahoo.com and Neil Bryant at
nbryant@pinnaclemazda.com. Be sure to let them know your ad-
dress and which day you plan to attend as your parking pass and
ticket will be mailed to you. (sorry: only 1 race ticket per car at this
time.)

And be sure to keep checking the web site for any future develop-
ments. Hope to see you all there!
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event aftermath

On a grey Saturday morning, twenty-three cars of the Puget
Sound Miata Club gathered outside Pinnacle Mazda to be dis-
played in a “Miata-only” car show to celebrate Pinnacle Mazda’s
One Year Anniversary!

We were welcomed enthusiastically by the entire staff upon our
arrival. Everyone welcomed us and seemed very excited to have
us there. We were all surprised with a morning treat of healthy
and nutritious doughnuts provided by Bonnie. The folks at Pin-
nacle provided us with free hats, games and prizes. Later on in
the day we were even treated to a lunch of nearly twenty pizzas
from Pinnacle. There was a great raffle held with the grand prize
being a ride in an official spec-racer Miata! Our very own Tom
Smith was the winner so we all expect to see his driving skills
improve! Just kidding Tom!!

Outside, people were gathered around to check out the cars
and socialize with fellow Miata enthusiasts. We had the oppor-
tunity to introduce several new Miata owners to our club, our
very own President was even handing out free “how to put your
boot on lessons” and we got to show off the spirit of PSMC to
all who attended. Speaking of spirit, we were also allowed to
hang the PSMC banner from the huge Mazda marquee sign
standing from the dealership. Speaking of anomalies, one par-
ticular event of interest was watching Tom, the winner of the
Dirtiest Car Award at the Second Sloppy Saturday, actually me-
ticulously detailing his Mazdaspeed. One can only assume that
this is a sign of the apocalypse.

All in all, it was a day filled with Sunshine (mostly), good friends
and great little cars. I think everyone left there with a smile on
their faces. I know we did! The day was such a success that
upon leaving the Manager mentioned that this would become
an annual tradition. We hope to see you all at Pinnacle’s sec-
ond Anniversary car show next year!!

Pinnacle Party
Written by Dustin & Andrew Locke

Miatas gathering in front of Pinnacle Mazda in Renton.
Photo by Andrew Locke.

A great chance to see all three generations of Miatas
together.  Photo by Dustin Locke.

Great friends enjoying great cars. Photo by Dustin Locke.

Someone came prepared for the showers with a hardtop.
Photo by Andrew Locke.
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event aftermath

Okay, I’ll admit it. I am fifty-five years
old and I have never, ever been on a
scavenger hunt. That changed, though,
when Tom and I decided to participate
in the Weber’s and Brandt’s Magical
Miata Mystery Tour on April Fool’s Day.

Of course we were hoping for good
weather so the top would be down and
we could thoroughly enjoy the sites as
we searched for some of the weirdest
souvenirs that Seattle can offer, but as usual, the day dawned
cold and wet. (Can you count the times I’ve used that line in a
past event article? I am going to have to get more creative in
my descriptions of our wonderful Pacific Northwest weather!)
However, being the pros that they are in hosting events, Dale
and Regena were prepared for whatever the weather decided
to throw at us; they arrived at our starting point at Alki Beach
with hot beverages and wonderful pastries to keep us warm
and content and a pop-up awning to keep us dry while “trea-
sure hunters’ trickled in.

After a brief “Howdy-do!” and a run down of what was in store
for us, we were all sent out at 60-second intervals to retrieve
items – or answer questions – on our “shopping lists.” And, oh
yeah; if you wanted lunch later with the group, then good luck in
finding the clue that told us where and when lunch was to be
held. (Our hosts did provide an “emergency packet” just in case
we became so hopelessly lost that we would never be able to
find our way out of Seattle much less our lunch destination.)

So, off Tom and I went with me so intent on what was on the list
that we never even saw the only 7 Eleven (minutes away from
our starting point) that would be on our route for the day.  So
much for getting the slurpee straw that was on the list.

Our adventures took us to the Olde Curiosity Shoppe on Pier
54, where we got a
penny flattened and
had the manager of
the Red Robin
scrambling all over
his restaurant look-
ing for his “max
occupancy” sign
(never found one) to

Market Spice
Teas in the Pike
Place Market
for a used tea
cup.  From
there we went in
search of the
downtown Wa-
terfall Garden
Park to get a

brochure.  We found the park, which I never even knew was there,
but they were all out of brochures.  (Leave it to another PSMC
Event to help me find another new place in my own backyard.)
And  we not only found our clue for lunch (Red Robin at
Northgate), we also managed to collect two “XL cups” from
Hooters, a Space Needle ticket stub, a Seattle policeman’s busi-
ness card, a 5x7 copy of Tom’s PSMC membership card, a
Nordstrom umbrella bag, a bridal registry page from Macy’s and
a Marie Callender pie tin (minus one peach pie – which was to
be a “bribe” for the hosts if you wanted to win the prize bad
enough).

However, the highlight of my day was getting the pencil rubbing
of one of the names of the dance steps located on Broadway.
Not only was it wet (ever try making a pencil rubbing in the rain?),
I attracted an audience: one of the “local” characters who seemed
to be really intrigued by a middle-class, middle-aged, well-
dressed woman on her hands and knees in the middle of the
sidewalk on a rainy day.

“What cha’ doin’ down there?” asked H.G. (Homeless Guy)

Cindy – “I’m making a pencil rubbing of the name of this dance
step.”

H.G. – “What cha’ doin’ that for?”

Cindy – “It’s for a scavenger hunt.”

H.G. – “But it says ‘Busstop.’”

Cindy – “Yeah, I know.”

H.G. – “But you’re at a bus stop.”

Cindy – “Yeah, I know. It’s a dance step called ‘Busstop’ at the
bus stop.”

H. G. – “Are you sure it’s just not telling you you’re at a bus stop?”

Cindy – “Yeah, I’m sure.”

And then the bus stopped and H.G. took his leave.

Nothing Magical About
Our Results
By Cindy Smith

All in all, it was a great fun-filled day (and exhausting – after all
the jumping out of the car and running to find my “treasures,” I
went home and collapsed on the couch!). Many thanks to Dale,
Regena, Mark and Dannie for putting on a great event.  Con-
gratulations also to Dave and Lissa Mayer; I can’t believe how
many items on the list you were able to collect – and still were
able to get to lunch before us!

And by the way: as far as how many parking slots there are at
the Green Lake Sports field. Lissa said there were around 285.
But as far as I am concerned, it’s the “Mystery” in PSMC’s “Magi-
cal Miata Mystery Tour.”

image from www.ci.seattle.wa.us

images from www.seattlephotographs.com

image from
www.seattlephotographs.com
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autocross
May Autocross
For details see wwscc.org

March Into
Autocross
By Denise Williamson

2 BSCC Monthly Meeting at Tony’s Pizza

5-6 SCCA Atwater ProSolo at Castle Airport

9 NWR/SCCA Solo Committee Meeting at Billy McHale’s
               in Renton

13 NWR/SCCA – Novice School at Everett

13 OR/SCCA – Event #3 at PIR South Paddock

14 UWFSAE-WWSCC Championship #1, Dog Dash at
               Everett

14 OR/SCCA- Event #4 at PIR South Paddock

15 WWSCC Council Meeting at Rogue Brewery in
               Issaquah

20 SSSCC – Event #2, Drive It Like You Stole It at Dust
               Devils Stadium in Pasco

21 SSSCC – Event #3, Drive It Like You Stole It at Dust
              Devils Stadium in Pasco

28 NWR/SCCA – SCCA Regional #3 at Bremerton

29 BSCC Event #3 at Bremerton

The daffodils weren’t out yet, but the Northwest autocrossers
were.  March 12 was the Chuckanut Sports Car Club’s “Slippin’
Past 50” autocross in Everett.  140 entrants were there, includ-
ing five PSMC members.  The most popular class for PSMC
members at this event was Open Street.  Dieter Beldi won first
place in his ‘90 Miata (49.361), Bob Bundy won third place in
his ’90 Miata (49.865), Brett Wilson won fourth place in his ’99
Miata (50.109), and Enrique Garcia placed fifth (50.434) in
Brett’s car.  Rich Hazleton was brave enough to give autocross
another shot, and placed an admirable 11th in a huge (27!) AM
Novice class.  This was a great event for PSMC drivers, as
Dieter, Bob, Brett, and Enrique all placed in the top ten times
(unindexed) of the day!  Wow!

March 11-12 was the SCCA Fontana ProSolo at California
Speedway.  This was a fantastic weekend for Northwest region
drivers, two of them being PSMC members.  The weather was
challenging (rain, wind, sleet, and hail), but apparently the com-
petition wasn’t – at least for our talented drivers.  25 drivers
from Washington State drove down for this event; 13 of them
returned with trophies from the regular portion of the event.  The
two PSMC drivers, Alan Dahl and Glen Hernandez, won third
and first place trophies respectively (Alan in ES and Glen in
GS).  Most impressive were the results of Sunday’s Hawk Su-
per Challenge and Ladies Challenge.  Six trophies were
available, and Washington State drivers totally dominated by
bringing home all of the trophies save one!  The Hawk Super
Challenge was won by Kevin Dietz (former 10AE driver), fol-
lowed by Alan Dahl and Glen Hernandez.  The Ladies Challenge
was won by former Miata driver Annie Bauer (and one of Glen’s
co-drivers), followed in third place by Jodi Fordahl.

March 19 was the Bremerton Sports Car Club’s (BSCC) first
regular season event.  Five PSMC drivers were there:  Glen
Hernandez, Brett Wilson, and Enrique Garcia (PAX); Tom Slipp
(Sports C); and Dieter Beldi (Sports Prepared).  Kudos to Brett
Wilson and Dieter Beldi, who had the sixth and tenth top times
(unindexed) of the day!

The first event of the Northwest Region Sports Car Council of
America’s (NWR-SCCA) championship season was on April 2
in Bremerton.  This was a large event, with 183 entrants (eight
were PSMC drivers).  Chris Halstead had a great start to the
2006 season by winning first in the S2 class in his ’02 CS Miata.
In NS2, John Galfano placed sixth in his ’94 FSP Civic DX,
while Tim Irwin won a fourth place trophy in his ’94 ES Miata.

In the OPAX class, Glen Hernandez won a second place trophy
in a GS ’05 Mini Cooper S, and Alan Dahl placed 11th in his ’06
CS MX-5.  The most popular class for PSMC drivers was again
SM2, with Dieter Beldi, Brett Wilson, and Enrique Garcia plac-
ing fourth, fifth, and sixth respectively.

Coming next month:  results from BSCC #2 (Bremerton), SCCA
#2 (Packwood, WA), and an SCCA NT (Atwater, CA).  A *NOV-
ICE SCHOOL* is tentatively planned for May 13.  Stay tuned to
www.wwscc.org for details.

Tim Irwin at the SCCA #1. Photo taken by Glen
Hernandez.

Glen Hernandez at the Fontana Pro. Photo taken by Jake,
Glen’s codriver.
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club buzz
Miata Roll Cage Building, Part I: The First Steps
Article and photos by Doug Chase

Ed. Note: Due to its size, Doug’s article will be published as a
four-part series in the up and coming months.  I hope you all
find it interesting - especially those of you who are seriously
thinking of racing.  Enjoy.

I thought some of you may be interested in seeing what goes
into building a roll cage.  Some of you know this car. Feel free
to ask any questions you may have.  You can get a hold of me
by email (doug@chaserace.com) or through my website, http:/
/www.chaserace.com/

The first step is to figure out the height of the main hoop and
front hoop.  The rules say that “...a straight line drawn from the
top of the main hoop to the top of the front hoop shall pass over
the driver’s helmet...” The Hard Dog roll bar that came with the
car made this job easy. The wooden broomstick is in the loca-
tion of the front hoop.

With that done, it’s time to remove the Hard Dog bar and get to
work.  Next step:  mounting plates for the main hoop and door
bars.

The main hoop mounting plates are welded in place, and the
main hoop is bent and tacked in place.

Continued from previous column

Continued next column

Front hoop mounting plates are made.  

 Why did I choose to do it like this instead of an L-shaped plate
that mounted on the floor and went up the rocker panel?

Here, I removed a couple brackets to make room for the front
hoop:  

And bent the front hoop:

The answer to my question above, “Why did I choose to do it
like this instead of an L-shaped plate that mounted on the floor
and went up the rocker panel?” is, “To leave room so the dead
pedal is still usable.”  This way should be stronger, too.

Next Month: Rear braces and Mounting
plates.



10 Puget Sound Miata Club Newsletter May 2006

club bizz
New Faces
We hope to meet you at an
event soon!
By Randy Umemoto

Familiar Faces
Try a new Miata Event this year!

The Time  Is Now
By Randy Umemoto
It is that time of year again to print our
Membership Directory.  If you have
changed your email address, phone
number or purchased a different car
then please let us know.  If you have
decided to get your Sounder vial Email
instead of Snail Mail now is the time to do that as well.

It is pretty simple.  Just call or Email Randy Umemoto and your
information will be current at the next printing of the directory.

As information we will print your name, address, phone num-
ber, email address and car information.  If you do not wish to
have some of your information printed, please let me know.  This
information will only be printed and not sent out electronically.
The privacy of our membership is very important and we will do
everything we can to keep it that way.

Please contact me no later than May 10th with any changes to
your information.

Phone (206) 382-4461 or email sounder_mail@comcast.net .

Nomination Results For
2006/07
By Bonnie Lohkamp

The following names were entered into nomi-
nation for the 2005/2006 term for the Puget
Sound Miata Club

Chief Officers: President—Dustin Lewis
(new): Chief Executive Officer—Maury
Fugitt (past president); Chief Communica-
tions Officer—Bonnie Lohkamp (returning);
Treasurer—Sean McGriff (returning)

Directors at Large:  Bill Aycock (returning);
Charley Drake (returning); Jim Hightchew (new); Gayle Lazur
(new); Andrew Locke (new); Larry Lohkamp (new); Patrick
McSherry (returning); Stuart Sabel (returning); Mike Springer
(new); Dennis Thompson (new); David Whooley (returning)

Gary & April Meier                        93 Black LE                 9 yrs

Anne & Steve Brown                    00 Twilight Blue           9 yrs

Alan & Kris McMahan                  02 Titanium SE           5 yrs

Eric Bass                                       90 Crystal White        12 yrs

Loren & Hermione Delaosa        02 Titanium SE           2 yrs

Jeffrey & Eileen Buckingham      97 Montego Blue        5 yrs

Mark & Dannie Brandt                 95 Classic Red           7 yrs

Mike Koone & Happy Leonard   06 Marble White         11 yrs

Dennis & Joanne Thompson      94 Classic Red           5 yrs

Marilee & Steve Fijalka-Carr      91 Mariner Blue          12 yrs

Joe & Olga Beretti                       04 Velocity Red           2 yrs

Mike & Debra Gale                      90 Classic Red           1 yr

Garth Saylor                                  99 Twilight Blue           2 yrs

Alex & Shelly Volk              Kirkland, WA                      91 Red

Dave & Kathy Kreisel        Sedro-Woolley, WA           01 Silver

Thanks to the following Miata dealers
who provide PSMC member discounts
(simply show your PSMC Card):
Coop’s Miata of Maple Valley (425) 432-9666
Doug’s Lynnwood Mazda  (425) 774-3551
Harbor Freight Tools (Everett store only) (425)
513-6213
Pinnacle Mazda of Renton (425) 271-2700
Russ Dunmire Mazda of Tacoma (253) 473-2440
University Mazda of Seattle (206) 634-1191
Whidbey Island Mazda of Oak Harbor (360) 675-
2218

Historics continued from page 3
day, passengers are also $25 per day. Passes for all three days
are $40 driver and car or passenger. Each club is limited to 20
cars per day, so the tickets will be on a first-come basis. The
deadline for ticket reservations will be June 1st. You will be
sent the tickets in the mail before the event. When you arrive,
you will be directed at the gate to the area the club will be in.

To make reservations send a check (made out to PSMC) for the
total amount, and enclose a stamped self addressed envelope.
If you have an email address send it as well so I can acknowl-
edge the receipt of your payment. Give me a call, or better yet,
send an email if you have questions. The club website at www.ps-
miata.org will have (by March 15th) an application to download,
fill out and send.

Event coordinator: Mike Springer,2214 South Melrose
Street,Tacoma, WA  98405; (cell phone) 253-468-5291 or email
springerphoto@comcast.net.
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club bizz

Zoomin’ with the Prez
By Maury Fugitt
Wow another month has zoomed by with no sig-
nificant Miata days.  My three Miata garage
queens are restless and ready to be driven.  I
hope the weather will clear soon and I can get in
some top down commutes!   Keeping the batter-
ies charged on my babies is about all I have done for the last four months.

On Saturday April 8th Sandy and I had the nomination meeting at our house
and I would like to thank all those that showed up for the chili feed for
leaving before there were any significant digestive issues!   I wish the rain
had let up so we could have taken the little drive I had set up, but maybe I
can use that later in the year.  Can your Miata come out and play in Port
Orchard?

This year we lost six of our Directors at Large.  George Lazur lost his
battle with ALS; Tom Smith and Randy Umemoto both said they needed a
break; and Eric Bass, Denise Williamson, and Mindy Bohnas had all
served the maximum sentence of four terms.

George, thank you and keep an eye on us.  Tom and Randy, I will miss
having you guys to lean on when I need help and guidance.   Eric, Denise
and Mindy; we all owe a special thanks to you guys for your years of par-
ticipation as directors, webmasters, autocross coordinators and parade
coordinators.  Without the direction of all six of the outgoing directors the
club would not be as successful as it has become over the years, thank
you just doesn’t seem like enough.

Bill Aycock, Dave Whooley, Stuart Sabel, Charley Drake, and Patrick
McSherry have all agreed to return for Director at Large positions, if
elected.  I would like to extend my personal thanks to them for serving the
club well in that capacity last year.

The upside of the April 8th meeting is that we had a number of folks step
up to fill the director at large positions as well as the Presidency.   I won’t
dwell on each individual, just let me say that they are all active PSMC
members that I know will take over and live up to the high standards set by
their predecessors.   I will be hanging around for another year as your
CEO and advisor to the Prez.

Ah yes, I did save the best for last.  After several years as a director at
large, one year as president and last year as CEO and my key advisor;
Cindy Smith has stepped down from being a PSMC Officer.  I would like
to express my personal thanks to her for all she has done for the club and
helping me when I lost my way.  She will continue on as Sounder Editor
and I am sure will continue to be a valuable sounding board for the new
and returning PSMC Officers.

Try to get some zoomin’ in between rain showers!  Maury

You can now get your Sounder
via email instead of snail mail.
It’s easy, just send an email to
sounder@comcast.net

Remember

DIRECTORS AT LARGE

The club operates as a non-profit organization and relies
primarily on volunteer services. However, sponsorship of
events, the publication and mailing of the monthly newslet-
ter and operating supplies constitute a financial burden that
must be met by the membership. Make your Miata experi-
ence more enjoyable-join and participate. To keep the club
meaningful and solvent, we need your support.

To join go online at ps-miata.org or  send your name, ad-
dress and check for $30 (annual chapter dues) to:

Puget Sound Miata Club
3901 SW Hanford
Seattle WA 98116

CHIEF OFFICERS
Operating ____________________________ Maury Fugitt
Executive ____________________________ Cindy Smith
Communications __________________ Bonnie Lohkamp
Financial ___________________________ Sean McGriff

APPOINTED POSITIONS
Events Coordinator                                   Allan Ohlsen
Insurance Coordinator                         Bonnie Lohkamp
Data Coordinator                                Randy Umemoto
Parade Coordinator                                 Mindy Bohnas
Sounder Editor                                          Cindy Smith
Webmaster                                                 Eric Bass
Autocross Rep                                Denise Williamson

Webmaster/EIO                                            Eric Bass
Assistant Webmaster                               Mindy Bohnas
Classified Ads/Specialty Programmer             John Young
Special Graphics                                      Mike Springer
Forum Administrator                                David Whooley
Specialty Programmer                                 Nathan Allan
Website Advisor                                         Allan Ohlsen
Programmer                                                 Josh Smith

WEB COMMITTEE

OFFICERS/DIRECTORS
WEB COMMITTEE

MEMBERSHIP

Bill Aycock Gayle Lazur Randy Umemoto
Eric Bass Patrick McSherry Dave Whooley
Mindy Bohnas Stuart Sabel Denise Williamson
Charley Drake Tom Smith
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2006 Calendar For details about these events or to RSVP, check out the Calen-
dar at ps-miata.org

November 2006
3 First Friday Formal, hosted by Ohlsen
5 Planning and Board Meeting in the Southend,

hosted by PSMC Board
11 Veteran’s Day Run, hosted by Smith and Weber
19 Turkey Teaser, hosted by McGriff
25 Tacoma Holiday Parade

May 2006
3-8 Search for Madonna Tour, hosted by Locke
13 Sequim Parade
25-28 Kelowna Topless Sun Run B.C. Canada, hosted

by OVMC (see page 2)

October 2006
6-8 Backroads to Bavaria IX, hosted by CMNW
7 ALS Walk, hosted by Lazur
7 Shelton Oyster Fest Run hosted by Ohlsen/Smith
12-15 Return to Tofino, hosted by Aycock, Bojarski and

Friends (see page 4)
28 Haunted Places Tour, hosted by Smith

December 2006
9 PSMC Holiday Party, hosted by PSMC Board
16 Holiday Light Run, hosted by Locke

June 2006
3 Shelton Parade
9-11 Portland Rose Cup Run, hosted by Weber (see

page 3)
15-18 Miata Mountain Mania, hosted by WestPenn MC
17 PSMC Elections, hosted by PSMC Board
24 Port Orchard Parade
25 Guns & Roses II, hosted by Fugitt & McKnight
30-2 Historics, hosted by Springer  (see page 3)

12 Sundown/Twilight Run, hosted by Locke
19 Dog Day Afternoon, hosted by Mudie
20 Run Around the Bases II, Double Play, hosted by

Dennis Thompson & Joanie Hughes
26 LeMay Car Show, hosted by Springer
27 PSMC Gathering, hosted by PSMC Board

August 2006

September 2006
3 South Bend Labor Day Parade
9 Mukilteo Parade
10 Run Round Rainier V, hosted by Sabel
23 Leavenworth Parade
24 North Cascade Hwy Run, hosted by McGranaghan

July 2006
4 Kingston Fourth of July Parade
8 Drive-in Movie Run, hosted by Locke
22 Miatas do LaConner - Bring Your Own Blanket,

hosted by Mackey & Huckleberry
27-30 Pinot Noir Wine Tour in North Central OR, hosted

by Houghton & Hayes/Jaeger (see page 4)
30 Chinatown Parade
30 PSMC Miatacross (Tentative Date)

Classifieds

2001 MIATA LS FOR SALE
Excellent Condition
Only 23,500 miles
Emerald Mica with Saddle Tan leather  interior

All LS model options: 6-speed manual transmission; Torsen
limited slip differential: Larger brakes than non-LS mod-
els; Driving lights; BOSE AM/FM CD/Cassette radio with 6
speakers; Electric windows, mirrors & door locks w/ remote
control: A/C, Cruise Control; 16x7 5-spoke alloy wheels

Brand new Kumho Ecsta ASX 205/45R16 tires; Robbins
best Sun-Fast cloth tonneau cover – Saddle Tan in Color;
Custom 2-tone striping; Headlight and Taillight bezels; “In-
visible bra” front stone shield includes headlamp protection;
Sheep Skin seat covers – have kept leather seats looking
like new; Always garaged and serviced by Coop with syn-
thetic lubricants; The matching factory hardtop is included
but optional

Coop’s opinon – “A Cream Puff”

Asking $18,000

For more information, call Leeza or Ken Visconti (425) 557-
7875 (home) or (206) 963-8255, -8256 (cells)

1999 MIATA FOR SALE
Emerald Mica w/Tan Leather
Always Garaged – Not a Daily Driver
53,000 miles

A/C; Cruise Control; Bose audio AM/FM CD/Cassette w/
door mounted tweeters; Power windows; Door Locks; Side
mirrors; Antenna; Power assisted steering; Fog lamps; 3
spoke Nardi leather wrapped steering wheel; Torsen lim-
ited-slip differential; 15” 5 spoke alloy wheels w/locks

Nearly new 195/50R15 Toyo Proxee 4 tires; Front air dam;
Side sills; Rear mud guards; Factory windblocker; Hard dog
roll bar w/tan vinyl cover; Strut tower brace; Wicked loud
horn; Padded leather console box cover (not a stick on);
High flow grill.

Asking $11,500.00

For more information, call (253) 891-3770

PARTS FOR SALE
Oris Windstop with mounting brackets. $125.00. Call (253)
891-3770


